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It’s finally here: Our
50th Anniversary Celebration!
Since last December we have offered several special activities and remembrances
to help mark our 50 years in ministry: a
kick off celebration; monthly first-Sunday
fellowship times; a drone photograph of
our congregation; a #50thingsaboutme social media campaign; and a special pledge
drive for the ForwardingFaith Campaign,
which seeks to create a Christian formation endow ment in our Virginia Synod.
On All Saints Sunday, November 4, 2018,
we will offer our pinnacle event – festival
w orship at 10:45 AM, followed by a meal
and program of thanksgiving.
Our guest preacher for the day, the Rev.
Kelly Bayer Derrick, is a former member
of Messiah Lutheran. She presently serves
as one of tw o Assistant Bishops of the Virginia Synod. Pastor Lou will preside over
the Lord’s Supper.
During the day, we will welcome back several former pastors and/or their families.
In memory of the Rev. Larry M atthew s
(P astor at Messiah, 1973-1979), his family
has generously donated funds to purchase
new brass communion w are. These beautiful items will be dedicated during our
w orship and used for the first time. A
separate large donation w as made to
MCEF, which w as begun during his tenure
with the support of Messiah Lutheran,
Episcopal Church of the Creator, and Re-

deemer Roman Catholic congregational
members.
Of course, we will also recognize all the
charter members who first officially organized the church on All Saints Sunday, November 3, 1968. (Messiah began as a mission congregation of the Lutheran Church
of America, a predecessor of the ELCA, in
1968.) Yet, we will also look forw ard to our
future filled with hope.
Our day’s theme is
“50 years…SO w hat’s next?”
Everyone is w elcome! So, please invite
friends and family; but, if at all possible,
please contact our office with the number
of your family and guests attending (if you
haven’t reported already). This will greatly
assist our Fellowship T eam as they plan
for the meal.
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On Reformation Sunday, Messiah members w ere offered the chance to make their
pledge (covering a three year time frame)
tow ard the ForwardingF aith Campaign.
Once created, this $2 million endow ment
fund will help support the Virginia Synod’s
youth offerings, the ACT S (Ambassadors
for Christ Theological Studies) program,
the annual P ow er in the Spirit retreat at
Roanoke College, and much more. In addition, it is hoped to offer a separate gift of
$500,000 to the national youth programs
of our denomination.
Did you miss our w orship on Reformation
Sunday? No w orries. Those absent will
have a pledge form mailed to them. Even if
it isn’t possible for you to support this
campaign, please quickly return the pledge
form to our office. (Only Susie Weaver will
see and process the results for privacy.)
Active pledges allow for a three year fulfillment, and the Virginia Synod will send
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Your 2018 Church Council
And Associate Members
James Anderson …….. Council P resident
Donna Shaw ……..Vice-P resident
Sall y Bennett …… Secretary
Sharon Addair
Karen Morris
Daren Williams

Becky Collie
Susie W eaver

Council Liaisons
Christian Education ……….Donna Shaw
Evangelism …………......... Karen Morris
Fellowship…………………... Becky Collie
Finance ………………… James Anderson
P roperty ……………………. Susie Weaver
Social Ministry ……………Sharon Addair
Stew ardship …………….. Daren Williams
Worship ……….…………….Sall y Bennett
Bill Weaver ….…..T reasurer
Jake Addair ……. Financial Secretary
Sue Gilnett, RN...P arish Nurse
T rustees: Leroy Albertson,
Gordon Gunn, and Pat Hubert.

occasional updates and reminders to those
who have pledged. 
As we look back at our fifty years, your
council thinks our active participation as a
congregation proves a w onderful w ay for to
give thanks and share our faith with
“those yet to come.”
Learn more by contacting Susie W eaver,
our Campaign Chair, or by visiting
Forw ardingFaith.org.
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P astor’s letter…

A true family of faith
Christ declares, and we believe, that the
love of God has claimed us through our
faith and baptism. Through this love lavished upon us, achieved through Christ’s
own death and resurrection, we have become God’s sons and daughters.
So, it is so very appropriate that our extended family from near and far – past
and present members, pastors and their
families, as w ell as our sister congregations – will seek to gather in person or
through prayer on our 50th Anniversary
to give thanks. For in the end, as a recent
song by Steven Curtis Chapman attests,
God has given us every good thing, “And
all that we can say is thank you, thank
you.”
Let us give thanks for those who came before us: Those who risked death to follow
Jesus and shared his love and teaching,
from generation to generation, until our
own hearts were touched. Give thanks for
the founding members of our denomination, the Virginia Synod, and our congregation. The investment of their own time,
treasure and talent has facilitated our being church together. We should also give
thanks for our ecumenical partners, who
help us be more than we could ever be on
our own. They give us much to think
about – even sometimes challenge us to
grow - as we seek to follow Christ. Much
as our list could go on and on, God’s love
for us proves unending.
So, thank you, God for calling us to be
one. Thank you, Messiah members and
friends, for reading this and for sharing in
the life and ministry of this congregation
and Christ’s Holy Church.
As a true family of faith, brothers and sisters, w e have been called by God to become one with the Trinity. When we
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gather on All Saints Sunday, November 4,
we do indeed celebrate a legacy of fifty
years, but it remains part of something
much, much bigger. We remain part of
something eternally more significant. No
mere w ords could ever be enough. We
need to offer all that we are, together, and
it still w on’t be enough.
May Christ continue to be your guide as
we move forw ard together into our promised future filled with hope.
I remain in communion with you now and
alw ays,
Pastor Lou

Messiah members and friends who are veterans will be recognized and blessed during
our w orship on Sunday, November 11.
Thanks to all those who have served or still
serve! We give special thanks for Andrew
Addair, Ian Schw erdtfeger and LJ Spray
who currently serve on active duty, and
Michael Knepper serving in the Virginia
National Guard.
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During w orship on Reformation Sunday,
Messiah officially welcomed new members
through an affirmation of our shared faith.
We wish to welcome Christopher “Doc”
and Sharon Kondaki, recent members of
Redeemer Lutheran (a LCMS congregation)
of Fredericksburg. They are self-employed
in the defense industry and live in Mechanicsville.
Kristen Trent, fiancée of current member
Curtis P fohl, also joined our congregation
with Curtis by her side. She is a registered
nurse at Hanover Memorial Regional, and
he serves as a lab tech at St. Mary’s Hospital. They will marry on December 1,
2018.
Welcome to all! Thank you for sharing
your lives with us and in Christ’s ministry.

Nov. 2
2
3
6
6
8
10
17
24
24
25
29
29
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Linda Krupa
Anita Philp
Lynn Deere
Sharon Griffin
Emily Gunn
Jenn Drazenovich
Tayl or Collie
Roger Schroeder
Ell a Anderson
John Cline
Cris Pfohl
Kristine Fl orio
Brian Glusing

Nov. 18 Gary & Linda Krupa
24 Leroy & Lynn Deere
If you w ould like YOUR birthdays &
anniversary included in the newsletter,
please send an email to messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina (7467134).

We w ant you to meet the newest member
of the choir, Kylie DeGraff, daughter of
W endy DeGraff. Kylie is also a member of
her school’s show choir. We appreciate
her lending her vocal talents to the Messiah congregation as we praise the Lord
each Sunday.
New choir members are alw ays welcomed!

November 4, 2018
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We pray for each other:
Charlie Absher; Ray Ash; Famil y &
Friends of Joan Barnes; Kenneth Deere;
Family & Friends of John DiGrazia;
Adam Dw orak, Sr.; JoAn Firebaugh;
Elisabeth Gardner; Steve Gil nett; Ruby
Habron; M ac McAllister; Pat Motl ey;
Ruth Schroeder; M arc Thomas.

We pray for our extended family
and neighbors:
Deborah Anton, sister of Ruth Schroeder;
Cyndi Bauer, sister of Lois Schroeder;
Nan Beresford, friend of Kristine Florio;
Herbert Chappell, dad of Rosalee Cline;
Dennis Dunn, friend of Doris Ewing;
David and Sandi Elliott, friends of the
Whirleys; Eddilou Jarnevich, friend of the
Florios; LeRoya Jones, friend of the
Clines; Bill Leaver, friend of Charlie &
Sally Bennett; Iris Locke, mother of Davina Winn; Alvin & Lucill e Morl an, father
& stepmother of Donna Shaw; Dieter Nikl as, brother of Erna Jung; Wayne Peace,
friend of Charlie & Judy; Evel yn Poulsen,
mother of Roger Schroeder; The Raffner
Family, friends of the Whirleys; Tim
Schroeder, Roger’s nephew; Lorna Snook,
mother-in-law of Jeff Weaver; Jim and
Tammy, friends of Jake and Sharon Addair; The Rev. Dr. How ard Thime, former
member of Messiah; Wanda Uml auf,
mother of Vicar Ginny; Our veterans,
their fell ow soldiers & their w aiting
families, especially Andrew Addair, Ian
Schw erdtfeger, & LJ Spray; All l aw enforcement, firefighters and first responders; The peopl e of All Soul s Episcopal and our shared ministry; All those
persecuted in any w ay for their faith in
Christ, especially in M ali, Indonesia,
M exico, and United Arab Emirates. 
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Messiah & All Saints Day
Through our faith and baptism, we become the adopted children of God, Christ’s
saints. All Saints Day, November 1 each
year, is used by the church to give thanks
to God for all saints, whether w ell-known
or not, who have shared their faith, hope
and love with us. T o facilitate people’s
schedules and allow more people to attend, it has become common to celebrate
this feast day on the Sunday closest too
and following November 1. It w as because
of this rich legacy and great gift, the first
Messiah members chose All Saints Day,
November 3, 1968, to consecrate our congregation.
This year, due to the busy schedule of our
50th anniversary celebration, our annual
memorial wreath ritual w as offered as part
of our Reformation Sunday w orship. We
especially remembered by name those who
we prayed for who have died since last All
Saints Sunday:










•

Al ex Anderson
John DiGrazia
Jim Lam
Joan Barnes
Stuart Drudge
Rev. Samuel Mozol ak
Linda Barnes-Dupuy
Frank Greenday
Brother François of Taizé
Lt. Brad Cl ark

T o add or remove a n ame f rom the prayer
list, please call the church office, 746-7134.
If leaving a message, include your contact
information for follow-up. Unless we hear
otherwise, individu als will be removed
quarterly. Memorial prayers will run a minimum of t wo weeks, then be included in our
All Saints Sunday activities.
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Martin Luther Baptized
9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship
9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:
Faith Formation for All Ages
10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship
11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:
Faith Formation for All Ages
2:00 P M Hanover County
Veteran's Day Observance*

Calendar of events
1
2
3
4

5
6

National Adoption Month Begins
7:00 P M Choir Practice
Church Office Closed on Fridays
P astor's Day Off
Local Remembrance: Dedication of
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran
Church
All Saints Sunday
Messiah Lutheran's
50th Anniversary Celebration
9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship
9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:
Faith Formation for All Ages
10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship
11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:
Faith Formation for All Ages
12:00 P M Messiah's
50th Anniversary Luncheon

10:00 AM Richmond Conference Mtg.
6:00 P M MCEF Annual Meeting *
7:30 P M T aizé Prayer (Richmond Hill)
7 Commemoration of John Christian
Frederick Heyer, Batholomaeus
Ziegenbalg, & Ludwig Nommensen,
Missionaries
2:00 P M Daily Discipleship Bible Study
7:00 P M Choir Practice
8 6:00 PM CoolWell Annual Meeting
(P at Hubert)
9 Church Office Closed on Fridays
P astor's Day Off
10 Happy Birthday, Martin Luther!
Virginia Lutheran Items Due
6:00 P M B.A.M. Finale
11 Commemoration of Martin, Bishop of
T ours and Søren Kierkegaard, T eacher

12
13 7:00 P M Women's Bible Study
14 2:00 P M Daily Discipleship Bible Study
6:30 P M Girl Scout T roop #557 Meeting
15 7:00 P M Choir P ractice
16 Church Office Closed on Fridays
P astor's Day Off
17 National Adoption Day
18 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship
9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:
Faith Formation for All Ages
10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship
11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:
Faith Formation for All Ages
19 5:00 P M Stevie B night for MCEF
6:15 P M Council Meeting
20 10:00 AM Terrific T uesday Club
(Hanover P arks & Rec.)
7:00 P M Community Thanksgiving
Service (@Pleasant Grove Baptist)
21 2:00 P M Daily Discipleship Bible Study
22 Thanksgiving Day - Church Closed
23 Church Office Closed on Fridays
P astor's Day Off
24 Commemoration of Justus Falckner,
Jehu Jones, & William P assavant,
P astors
25 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship
9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:
Faith Formation for All Ages
10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship
11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:
Faith Formation for All Ages
26
27 7:00 P M Women's Bible Study
28 2:00 P M Daily Discipleship Bible Study
6:30 P M Girl Scout T roop #557 Meeting
29 7:00 P M Choir P ractice
30 Church Office Closed on Fridays
P astor's Day Off
* Off site
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Community Thanksgiving
Service & Fellowship
A decades-long tradition, Messiah members are invited to once again participate
in our annual, ecumenical Thanksgiving
Service.
This year, the members of P leasant Grove
Baptist Church will host with their pastor,
the Rev. Dr. M arl ene Full er presiding at
the Lord’s Supper. The Rev. Dr. Robert
Johnson, the pastor of New Hanover Presbyterian Church, will be the preacher.
Also participating will be the clergy of All
Souls Episcopal, Shady Grove United
Methodist and our own, Pastor Lou.
This year, a combined community choir is
being offered. (If you wish to join, speak to
P astor Lou.)

This year, our liturgical year ends on Sunday, November 25, 2018. The Church considers our victorious Lord and Savior and
his imminent return in glory. Often falling
on the day of our T hanksgiving Luncheon,
this year our luncheon will be merged into
our 50th anniversary celebration.
Advent begins on Sunday, December 2,
2018. Year C (w ith a focus on the Gospel
of Luke) will begin on that day.

We hope you will take time out of your
busy schedule to stop and give thanks
with us on T uesday, November 20, at 7:00
pm.
Address: Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
8175 Pleasant Grove Road, Mechanicsville, Virginia 23116.

Join Messiah on Facebook!

Help Messiah’s ministry
through Kroger Rewards
Kroger has recently upgraded their system, and as a result our Non-P rofit Organization (NP O), Messiah, has a new account number. Please enter your Kroger
account online and check to see that your
rew ards card is linked to Messiah with the
new number (LS313). If you shop at
Kroger and w ould like to add to our Community Rew ards, it is easy to use. Go to
Kroger.com and create an account. If you
already have one, just click on Community Rew ards to link to Messiah. From
June through August this year, 24 Messiah households made possible total donations of $190.30! The more you shop
with Kroger, the more money Messiah will
earn!
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Non-profit report

CreationFest: Craft Fair,
Pet Blessing & More
We had a splendid day with just over
twenty venders, food offerings and loads of
visitors. Some young families stayed for
several hours enjoying food, the Noah’s
Ark bounce house and many family
friendly activities - especially the horse
rides and our reptile show ! The pet blessing welcomed both Messiah members and
neighbors; some who came solely for this
portion of the day. This year, we had dogs,
cats, and even the horse join us.

Along with the Arthritis Foundation and
Lutheran Family Services of Virginia, we
had three animal friendly non-profits participate in our 2018 CreationFest: Hanover
Humane Society, Indian Rivers Humane
Society, and the Virginia Equine Welfare
Society. Through selling, crafts, tshirts
and other items along with receiving donations, all went home with concrete support
for their service efforts. Yet, that’s not all!
Each reported finding volunteers and new
supporters. Even better, Hanover Humane
Society had adoption paperw ork put in for
their four-legged visitor, Gunner, and we
learned that in 2017, Lutheran Family
Services found a home for a foster child
through our event. All proceeds from our
bake sale this year w ent tow ard Lily’s
Elves, helping to support the Arthritis
Foundation. The representatives of these
nonprofits send you their thanks!

Our next event is tentatively scheduled for
Saturday, October 5, 2019.
Thanks to Reptile Adventure of Virginia
and Sage the Arabian Horse (and Sage’s
human, Chris Cassell). Pictures are available on social media and our website’s picture gallery.

@MessiahMech

Thank You from the
CreationFest Planning Team
I w ant to Thank everyone who w orked to
make this CreationFest a success! From
setting up to cleaning up! This w asn’t a
one person event. It happened because
everyone pitched in! Thank You One and
All. This is what makes our church such a
Great Congregation!
Many Blessings,
Sharon Addair
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CFFY Corner
(Christian Formation for You)
MOVIE:
Greater (2016): Brandon Burlsw orth is perhaps the greatest w alk-on in
the history of college football. He dreamed
of playing for the Arkansas Razorbacks,
but w as told he wasn’t good enough to
play Division I ball. Undeterred, Brandon
took a risk and w alked on in 1994. Written off by fellow teammates and coaches,
Brandon displayed dogged determination
in the face of staggering odds. The aw kw ard kid, who once w as an embarrassment to his teammates and an annoyance
to his coaches, ended up becoming the
most respected player in the history of the
program, changing the lives of all he
touched. This movie features themes of
persistent hard w ork, trust, and standing
firm in one’s faith. It received 5 Dove
aw ards, the highest given and has the
faith-friendly seal for ages 12+. It received
a 7.2 IMDb rating as well.
ADULT BOOK:
The Last Lecture (2008) is based
on the extraordinary final lecture by Carnegie Mellon University professor Randy
P ausch. A lot of professors give talks titled
"The Last Lecture." P rofessors are asked to
consider their demise and to ruminate on
what matters most to them. What wisdom
w ould we impart to the world if we knew it
w as our last chance? If w e had to vanish
tomorrow , what w ould we w ant as our legacy? When Randy w as asked to give
such a lecture, he didn't have to imagine it
as his last, since he had just recently been
diagnosed with terminal cancer. But the
lecture he gave —"Really Achieving Your
Childhood Dreams" —w asn't about dying.
It w as about the importance of overcoming
obstacles, of enabling the dreams of others, of seizing every moment (because
"time is all you have… and you may find
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one day that you have less than you
think"). It w as a summation of everything
Randy had come to believe. It w as about
living. In this book, Randy P ausch has
combined the humor, inspiration and intelligence that made his lecture such a
phenomenon and gave it an indelible form.
It is a book that will be shared for generations to come. It has a Goodreads rating of
4.3 with 269,328 votes.
YOUT H BOOK:
Anne of Green Gables is w ritten by
L.M. Montgomery As soon as Anne Shirley
arrives at the snug white farmhouse called
Green Gables, she is sure she w ants to
stay forever . . . but w ill the Cuthberts
send her back to the orphanage? Anne
know s she's not what they expected—a
skinny girl with fiery red hair and a temper to match. If only she can convince
them to let her stay, she'll try very hard
not to keep rushing headlong into scrapes
and blurting out the first thing that comes
to her mind. Anne is not like anyone else,
the Cuthberts agree; she is special—a girl
with an enormous imagination. This orphan girl dreams of the day when she can
call herself Anne of Green Gables. It is appropriate for all ages!
DEVOT IONAL:
This website has a variety of devotionals that you can choose from:
https://www .lutherancentral .com/
category/all -lutherans/online-dail ydevotions.
Browse, and you might find something
you like!
- Donna Shaw
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What's Happening
at MCEF's OSS!
The new location has been open a year
and numbers keep increasing. A temple
talk will be presented soon with statistics
for the year.
DECORAT ED
THANKSGIVING
BAGS,
brow n paper handled bags are currently
being accepted.
Donations of food for these bags are being
collected now. Clients will choose what
they w ould like to have for a Thanksgiving
dinner (excluding meat). Choices include
the following: green beans, carrots, corn or
collard greens; roll or biscuit mix: cake
mix with frosting mix or brownie mix. The
following items will complete the meal: box
of instant potatoes, stuffing, gravy mix,
canned sw eet potatoes, cranberry sauce,
canned pumpkin and apple sauce.
Please make your donations NOW.
- Gl adys Hubert

The new, 24-page
ELCA Good Gifts
catalog offers many
different w ays to
honor friends and
loved ones with gifts
that will make a difference in the w orld.
With 50 different giving options -- from 10
little chicks to help a family escape poverty to a scholarship to help a young
leader attend an ELCA seminary -- there's
something for everyone on your list. .
Shop the catalog online at www.ELCA.org/
goodgifts.

Support Lilly
One the greatest gifts of CreationFest is
meeting others from our local community
– especially those who represent nonprofits w orking for the greater good.
Among our special guests, we had Lily
(granddaughter of Jake and Sharon Addair), representing the Arthritis Foundation. Just before her third birthday, Lily
w as diagnosed with Oligoarticular Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis, causing painful
inflammation in her knees and ankles. In
order to feel “normal,” she undergoes tw o
injections in her legs each week.
After five years (now at eight years old),
Lily never gives up, and she alw ays
pushes through. She loves to sing, dance,
read and make others smile. You might
have even seen her as October’s Child in
the Children’s Miracle Netw ork 2018 Calendar dressed as Wonder Women. So, it
is no w onder that she stopped in to represent the Arthritis Foundation and help
others. Throughout our event, Lily shared
information and solicited donations. She
ably inspiried lots of new friends throughout the day.
Lily invites you to support her Jingle Bell
Run T eam, Lily’s Elves for Arthritis. This
w alk/run will be held on December 8 in
Richmond at Mary Munford Elementary.
If you w ould like to donate or even join
her team, visit: https://
events.arthritis.org/team/lilyselves
T o keep in touch with Lily’s Journey, visit
her blog at https://sites.google.com/
view/lilyselves
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Lifelong saints
Rather than limit the celebration of saints
to one Sunday, some churches now observe a Season of Saints from World Communion Sunday (the first Sunday in October) to All Saints’ Sunday (the first Sunday
in November).
Saints aren’t merely exceptional Christians, writes worship director T aylor Burton-Edw ards. Instead, they’re simply believers, all of whom are undergoing a lifetime of transformation into Christ’s own
people.

National Adoption Day
National Adoption Day is a collective, national effort to raise aw areness of more
than 117,000 children in foster care w aiting for permanent, loving families. Since
its inception, this annual one-day event
has made the dreams of nearly 70,000
children come true. In 2017, nearly 5,000
children were adopted by their forever
families a part of the observance.
Feel possibly called to foster care or adoption opportunities? Contact our good
friend M aurice Gallimore, MSW (pictured
on the right during CreationFest) at Lutheran Family Services of Virginia
(MGallimore@lfsva.org or 804-288-0122).
You can also learn more at lfsva.org or by
attending one of their regular adoption
and foster care open houses at their Richmond office.

P ointing to a saint-themed hymn by
Charles Wesley, Burton-Edw ards notes
that the lyrics are intended to be an
“anthem for a lifetime,” not a once-yearly
occasion.


Come, let us join our friends above
who have obtained the prize,
and on the eagle wings of love
to joys celestial rise.
Let saints on earth unite to sing
with those to glory gone,
for all the servants of our King
in earth and heaven are one.

More…. On Facebook..
For those who missed our “3 Priests Walk
in a Bar” event, take a look at our discussion representing the Lutheran, Orthodox
and Episcopal perspectives on sainthood
and what happens to us after death.
Go to facebook.com/MessiahMech/
The discussion starts roughly at the thirty
minute mark after the wonderful musical
offering of Sarah Forti. Please enjoy that
too! Join us next time on Monday, November 12, at Ashland Coffee & T ea as we try
to tackle the question, “Is there really
something about Mary?”

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church
8154 Atlee Rd
Mechanicsville VA 23111

Thanksgiving Day,
November 22, 2018
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The DEADLINE for the
December 2018/January 2019
edition of The Messenger is
Sunday, November 11th
Please call me with your
submission, hand me a written
submission OR email
susiew 51@comcast.net
It is getting to be that time of year again.
If inclement weather, we make every effort
to publish our operating status on our
website (the updates page), WRIC/
Channel 8, our voicemail message and
social media.
In the end, whatever our published
status, please use your best judgment to
stay safe.

Messiah on Pinterest
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/
boards/

