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Lent &  
Holy Week 
 
Each Wednesday, February 21 through 
March 21, at 6:30 pm, join us for a meal 
of soup and bread followed by our special 
2018 program, “The Way of Worship.” 
Long ago, those who followed Jesus were 
called followers of the way. This worship-
based program will explore varied ways to 
worship Jesus, follow him, and grow in 
our faith. Held in February: Multicultural 
Stations of the Cross and Healing Service 
with Holy Eucharist. Remaining events in 
March: 
 
 March 7: Reconciliation Service with 

Holy Eucharist: The “healing medi-
cine” offered us 

 
 March14: Instructed Eucharist: Why 

we do things the way we do!  
 
 March 21: Taizé Prayer: Preview of 

our April gathering 
 
During Holy Week, we will offer vesper ser-
vices at 6:00 pm with All Souls Episcopal 

for Holy Monday, Holy Tuesday, and 
Holy Wednesday. During these 20 minute 
services, we walk with Jesus through his 
last days in Jerusalem. 
 
On Maundy Thursday, we recall his last 
supper at 7:00 pm. 
 
On Good Friday, we offer everyone a 
chance to watch and wait during “the 
three hours” of Jesus death on the cross, 
12:00 pm through 3:00 pm. Along with 
music, videos, and periods of silence, the 
Gospels According to Matthew, Mark and 
Luke will be read. Come and go for this 
meditative service as you wish. That eve-
ning, we will re-gather to share in a spe-
cial Good Friday service focused on the 
Gospel of John at 7:00 pm. 

Easter schedule on page 2 
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Donna Shaw ……..Vice-President 
Sally Bennett …… Secretary 

       
   Sharon Addair          Becky Collie  
   Karen Morris           Susie Weaver 
   Daren Williams 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
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Gordon Gunn, and Pat Hubert.  

On Easter Sunday, April 1, the schedule 
at Messiah will be as follows: 
 
 7:30 AM Sonrise Worship Service 

(Traditional format) 
 8:30 AM Easter Pancake Breakfast 

(hosted by MOM, Men of Messiah) 
 9:30 AM Easter Activities for Kids 
 10:10 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Messiah) 
 10:45 AM Festival Worship Service for 

the Resurrection of Our Lord (Blended 
format) 

Jesus is Risen! 
 
Messiah Lutheran members are invited to 
participate in a special Easter Vigil  ser-
vice with All Souls Episcopal on Saturday 
evening, March 31. (Coordinated with sun-
set, the exact time will be announced 
soon.) During the service, our new paschal 
candle will be consecrated, and the story 
of salvation will be shared with much mu-
sic and celebration. Holy Communion will 
be offered. This is not meant to replace our 
Sunday observances, but it historically be-
gins the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection 
for Christians.  
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Pastoral Letter 
“No fooling” 
 
“He is no fool who gives what he cannot 
keep to gain what he cannot lose.” - Jim 
Elliot 
 
As I prepare for Holy Week, I like many 
have been struck with the strange conver-
gence of April Fools’ Day and Easter Sun-
day this year. I’m sure there will be many 
jokes made, but following Christ is not for 
fools. Often, it is not easy and calls for 
great sacrifice. And so during my ponder-
ing, I thought of the above quote by a 
Christian missionary and martyr, Jim Elli-
ott. He had left a financially secure and 
respected life to become a missionary to 
the Huaorani people of Ecuador.  
 
The Native people had been repeatedly 
harassed (sometimes violently) by Shell Oil 
Company employees, and some Shell em-
ployees were killed by the tribe in re-
sponse. Jim Elliott and his friends hoped 
to resolve the standoff peacefully and help 
the tribe survive. Despite the tribe’s repu-
tation for violence, they wanted to offer 
them the peace of Christ. Due to misun-
derstandings about the missionaries’ in-
tentions, Native warriors from this remote, 
isolated tribe murdered Jim Elliott and his 
four fellow missionaries in their camp on 
January 8, 1956.  
 
Jim Elliott, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, 
Pete Fleming, and Nate Saint were said to 
have been called fools by many as they 
prepared to serve as missionaries, but 
they were motivated by Luke 9:24: “For 
those who want to save their life will lose 
it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will save it.” Several years after their 
death, family members, friends, and oth-
ers inspired by their witness followed their 
lead, and peaceful contact with the tribe 
was eventually made. Prayer was offered, 
forgiveness shared, friendships formed, 
and many in the tribe became Christian - 

including those involved in the murders. 
One of these even came to serve as a spiri-
tual leader for the tribe.  
 
Did the missionaries die for nothing? Were 
their families also fools for loving those 
who had murdered the one’s they loved 
and lost? I think the fruit which came of 
their spirit of forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion proves otherwise. This same Spirit de-
sires to inspire us as we face our political 
hot button issues, misunderstandings, 
news of school shootings and other hor-
rors of our world.   
 
Jesus, too, reached out to people in love 
and wasn’t understood. He was called a 
fool. Many since have been called fools as 
they sought to follow after Jesus. Some 
have been imprisoned or murdered. Oth-
ers lost family and friends or faced ridi-
cule. Yet they never gave up, and we now 
share in the faith which they helped pre-
serve at great cost. Their holy witness has 
been entrusted to each of us to pass on.  
 
At a time when many in our culture don’t 
have time for one another - never mind go-
ing to church or being church together – 
such faith-filled fools are needed. The of-
fering of your time, treasure and talent in 
service to the Kingdom of God matters 
more than we will ever know in this world, 
and it will bear fruit no matter how small 
the offering. We may not all be called to 
become martyrs, but we all are called to 
share in the cross of Jesus in some way. 
No matter what happens around us or any 
obstacles facing us, we are here in this 
time and place to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus with word and deed. Beyond that, 
we are already sharing in Christ’s victory 
by grace through faith. This is what his 
resurrection means for us. It is the bold 
church we are invited to become. No fool-
ing! 
 
I wish you all a blessed Lent and meaning-
ful, faith affirming Holy Week.  
Pastor Lou 
 
 



March 2018                              Messenger                                       page 4 

March  11 Bonnie Dworak 
            16 Chrisann Hatfield 
   20 Susie Weaver 
   21 Bee Newell  
   21 Werner Gardner 
   22 Charlene Glatfelter 
   24 Lisa Ravizza 
   25 Judy Schwerdtfeger 
   27 Donna Shaw  
   29 Victoria Hatfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March  5 Roger & Lois Schroeder 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

Kroger Fundraising: 
Update your account!  
 
Thanks to all of you who renewed your 
connection with their Community Re-
wards Program for Messiah! Remember, 
this is "free" money that goes to support 
our ministry, and your account must be 
renewed each year.  If you have not re-
newed or signed up yet, please do so by 
going to kroger.com/account/update.   

Fellowship News 
 
Celebrating 50 years  
of MLC 
 
Please join us for fellowship time in the 
narthex the first Sunday of every month 
(excluding Easter Sunday) this year, as we 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of MLC. 
Pause for a moment before sprinting into a 
busy week. Visit with church family, remi-
nisce and enjoy some simple goodies and 
coffee. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Calling All Chili Chefs 
 

The annual MLC/All Soul’s Chili Cook-off 
will be held immediately after the MLC 
worship service on March 11th. Look for 
your favorite recipe and let the tasting be-
gin! Prizes for the top 3 finishers! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Help for the Easter 
Bunny 
 
We need your help for a successful Easter 
Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday! We are ac-
cepting donations of goodies to put in the 
plastic eggs (individually wrapped and 
they must fit in the eggs). We will also 
happily accept donations of plastic eggs. 
There will be a box in the narthex where 
you can leave your goodies. Thank you! 
 
-  Becky Collie 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Ray Ash; Joan Barnes; 
Kenneth Deere; Adam Dworak, Sr.; 
JoAn Firebaugh; Elisabeth Gardner; 
Steve Gilnett; Mac McAllister; Pat Mot-
ley; Jack Ordazzo; Ruth Schroeder; 
Marc Thomas. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Cyndi Bauer, sister of Lois 
Schroeder; Jason Fritz, relative of Marilyn 
Gunn; Bill Leaver, friend of Sally and 
Charlie Bennett; Mac & Cindy McCorkle, 
relatives of Marilyn Gunn; Dieter Niklas, 
brother of Erna Jung; Evelyn Poulsen, 
mother of Roger Schroeder; Tim Schroe-
der, Roger’s nephew; Lorna Snook, 
mother-in-law of Jeff Weaver; Lakeside 
Lutheran (Littleton, NC) as they await an 
interim pastor placement; Our veterans, 
their fellow soldiers & their w aiting 
families, especially Andrew Addair, Ian 

Schw erdtfeger, & LJ Spray; Law enforce-
ment, firefighters and first responders; 
The people of All Souls Episcopal and 
our shared ministry; All those perse-
cuted in any w ay for their faith in 
Christ, especially in Pakistan, Eritrea, 
Libya, and Iraq. 1 

 

1 Open Doors World WatchList 2018 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  If leaving a message, include your 
contact information for follow-up.  Unless 
we hear otherwise, individuals will be re-
moved quarterly. Memorial prayers will run 
a minimum of two weeks and then be in-
cluded in our All Saints Sunday activities. 

Welcome New Members! 
 
As 2017 ended and 2018 began, we offi-
cially welcomed several new members into 
our family of faith: 
 
 John and Rosalee Cline 
 Michael and Wendy DeGraff & Family 
 Jackie Garbett 
 Elisabeth Gardner 
 John Morris 
 Debbie Walker 
 
May the Spirit empower us to live together 
as one in faith; sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ through word and deed. As 
Jesus said,  "As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples." 

50 Years Legacy  
Moment __________ 
 
Did you know that three past members of 
Messiah have become pastors?  
 
The Rev. Kelly Bayer Derrick currently 
serves as Assistant to the Bishop, Virginia  
Synod. The Rev. Patti Thisted Arthur 
(deceased) served in the Virginia Synod. 
The Rev. Brett Wilson Davis serves in 
the Metro-DC Synod.  
 
We have also hosted a seminarian, now 
pastor, The Rev. Nathan Huffman, as a 
first-year contextual education site. He 
now serves in the Virginia Synod as a pas-
tor in Virginia Beach.   
 
Please pray for and encourage our youth 
to live out their faith! In addition, consider 
volunteering to help with our youth pro-
grams and Sunday school.  
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Commemoration of George Herbert 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
2   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of John & Charles  
        Wesley, Renewers of the Church 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Read Across America Day/Dr. Seuss'  
        Birthday 
3   Youth: 7th Day * 
4 ELCA National Lutheran Schools Week 
     Youth: 7th Day * 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: 
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     12:00 PM Christian Formation Meeting 
5   6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
6 10:00 AM Richmond Conference Mtg * 
     7:00 PM Worship Watch Meeting * 
7 "Spread the Word  
        to End the Word" Day 
     Commemoration of Perpetua &  
        Companions, Martyrs 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper Program: Recon 
        ciliation Service with Holy Eucharist 
8   6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
9 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Martin Luther Awarded Bachelors in 
        Biblical Studies (1508) 
     Pastor's Day Off 

10 Commemorationof Harriet Tubman & 
        Sojourner Truth, Renewers of Society 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     11:45 AM All Souls & Messiah's  
        Chili Cook-Off 
12 Commemoration of Gregory the Great,  
        Bishop of Rome 
13 7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
14 Happy Pi Day! 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper Program:  
        Instructed Eucharist 
15 Pastor Vacation 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
16 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
17 Commemoration of Patrick, Bishop & 
        Missionary 
     Pastor Vacation 
18 Pastor Vacation 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran: 
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
19 Feast of Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
     Pastor Vacation 
     5:00 PM Stevie B night for MCEF 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
20 Pastor Vacation 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
21 Commemoration of Thomas Cranmer,  
        Bishop of Canterbury & Martyr 
     World Down Syndrome Day 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper Program: 
        Taizé Prayer Service 
22 Jonathan Edwards, Teacher &  
        Missionary 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
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23 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
24 10:00 AM Mid-Atlantic Pastors'  
        Conference (Baptist) 
25 Feast of the Annunciation & 
        The Commemoration of St. Dismas 
     Palm Sunday 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran: Worship 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
26 6:00 PM Holy Monday Service 
27 6:00 PM Holy Tuesday Service 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
28 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
        (CANCELLED) 
     6:00 PM Holy Wednesday Service 
29 Commemoration of  
        Hans Nielsen Hauge 
     5:30 PM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Maundy Thursday Service 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
     7:00 PM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Maundy Thursday Service 
30 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     12:00 PM Service of Three Hours 
     5:30 PM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Good Friday Service 
     7:00 PM Good Friday Service 
31 Commemoration of John Donne, Poet 
     7:30 PM All Souls Episcopal  
        Easter Vigil 
April  
1   7:30 AM Sunrise Worship Service  
        (Traditional, Messiah Lutheran) 
     8:30 AM Easter Pancake Breakfast 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:30 AM Easter Activities for Kids 
     10:10 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Messiah) 
     10:45 AM Festival Worship Service for  
        the Resurrection of Our Lord  
        (Blended, Messiah Lutheran) 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal: Fellow 
        ship & Easter Egg Hunt 
 
* Off Site 

Please support  
Messiah’s ministry… 
 
Online giving – one time gifts or as re-
peated donations scheduled by you – is 
now available at https://
messiahmech.com/stewardshipdonate/ 
Thank you for your support! 

MCEF update 
 
Currently the OSS (One Stop Shop) has 
333 households registered for the oppor-
tunity to receive food and clothing. On a 
monthly basis, the OSS assists clients 
from just over 200 households.  
 
 Needs on an ongoing basis include 

jelly, protein beans i.e. black eyed 
peas, pinto beans, great northern 
beans (currently overflowing with 
green beans) and pasta sauce.  

 
 Volunteer drivers are needed for the 

Senior Rides program, call 804-357-
9360 for more information. 

 
Contact Pat or Glady Hubert to learn 
what you can do to help, MCEF is 100% 
volunteer. 

Open University (OU) 
 
Pastor Lou represented the Richmond 
Conference of ELCA Congregations when 
teaching "Journey Together: 500 Years of 
Roman Catholic Lutheran Dialogue" at 
the Shepherd Center’s Open University 
on February 12, 2018. To learn about 
their many, varied educational programs 
for those over 50 years of age, visit: 
tscor.wordpress.com/open-university 
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CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
 
 What if you fasted regret? What if your 
friends fasted comparison? What if your 
generation fasted escapism? What if your 
community fasted spectatorship? Using 
readings, reflection questions, daily fasts, 
ancient quotes, and more, 40 Days of De-
crease: A Different Kind of Hunger. A 
Different Kind of Fast hopes to give 
readers a different perspective to the prac-
tice of fasting or giving up things during 
Lent or any time of year.   Every day offers 
a meaningful consideration of Jesus’ jour-
ney and then invites readers into a daily 
fast of heart-clutter, the stuff that sticks to 
our souls and weighs us down. You can 
begin your forty-day journey any time of 
the year, but you may find it especially 
meaningful as a Lenten preparation to live 
in awe of Jesus’ resurrection. This book is 
written by Alicia Britt Chole and can be 
found at most book stores and on Amazon 
for around $10.00. 
 
 Is there a distinctive Lutheran ethical 
stance? What does this deep and robust 
religious tradition have to say to today's 
dilemmas in personal and social life, busi-
ness, and public policy? In The Promise 
of Lutheran Ethics by John R. Stumme 
and Karen L. Bloomquist, ten Lutheran 
ethicists explore Lutheran emphases, 
themes, and approaches to offer their ac-
count of Lutheran ethics as a way of life in 
today's world. Writing in dialogue, they 
raise foundational concerns of biblical and 
theological sources and norms, of Chris-
tian freedom and responsibility, of call and 
social witness, of justice and formation in 
prayer. Then in a lively "Table Talk" the 
participants discuss and debate the tradi-
tion's insights and oversights and show 
how it might illumine today's burning ethi-

cal issues. This book is available at Augs-
burg Fortress and Amazon. 
 
 I Believe: A Student Devotional Jour-
nal is filled with pages of faith stories and 
is one devotional that is unlike all of the 
rest. This devotional journal provides op-
portunities for you to write your own 
story. As you record your thoughts, I Be-
lieve becomes your own story as well as 
the faith filled stories the authors have put 
down in print. Also included throughout 
the book are quotes from the Bible, and 
quotes from the writings of scholars who 
have shared their wisdom and insight with 
the Church throughout the years. This 
book is available through Concordia Pub-
lishing, Amazon, and christianbook.com.  
  
- Donna Shaw 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Christian Formation meeting 
 
There will be a quarterly Christian Forma-
tion meeting immediately following church 
on March 4. We will focus on what we’re 
doing and what is coming up in the next 
few months. Those who are leading/co-
leading groups, please try to come for at 
least a few moments to tell us what your 
group is doing. If you haven’t been in-
volved but would like to be involved in our 
team, come try us out!  
 
If you can’t attend but have news to share, 
please email your information to Donna 
Shaw  at dmshaw70@gmail.com. Hope to 
see you there! 
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Adult forum:  Tent of Meeting, 
to Temple, to Church 
 
“…the church is not wood or stone, but 
the company of people who believe in 
Christ.” Martin Luther 
 
Our newest Sunday adult forum topic ex-
plores the changes in worship from the 
Tent of Meeting during the Israelites’ wil-
derness period, to the Temple practices of 
Jesus’ time, and beyond when the people 
of God became the “place” where God 
dwells. Using Bible study, a DVD program, 
and discussion, we will come to under-
stand the New testament better as we 
learn what sacrifice, holiness and worship 
meant in the Hebrew scriptures. God still 
desires to help a sinful people have a per-
sonal, grace-filled relationship with a holy, 
loving God and one another.  

Free on-line class 
 
Church Next is offering another free 
course, “Luke the Liberator” through Lent. 
While this curriculum has been designed 
with the idea of group study in mind, this 
course offers opportunities for individuals 
to engage in online discussion with other 
students around the world. During this 5-
session curriculum, learn how St. Luke 
speaks to various aspects of liberty and 
freedom. The 5 topics include an Introduc-
tion to Luke, Liberation for Women, Lib-
eration from Wealth, Liberated to Share, 
and Liberated to Preach. You can go at 
your own pace, when you have time in 
your day. If interested, please go to 
churchnext.tv to register.   
 
If you haven’t enrolled before, you will use 
your email address and establish a pass-
word to access the course each time you 
wish to participate. If you have questions, 
please contact Donna Shaw . 

Reflections for Lent 
 
Meditation guides and children’s booklets 
for home use during Lent are available in 
our narthex. Also, keep watch on our Twit-
ter and Facebook accounts for special 
Lenten reflections each day. These will in-
clude reflections from the Virginia Synod 
& ELCA’s “I was a Stranger Challenge.” 
Read one of these Bible passage each day 
and pray that God gives us God’s heart for 
all God’s people. Invite someone who has a 
different perspective than you about what 
it means to welcome the stranger and in-
vite them to do the challenge with you. Re-
flect on your readings and pray together. 
As migration continues to be an important 
and divisive topic in our nation, our com-
mitment to the authority of scripture is 
critical to our communal discernment 
about the welcoming of others, especially 
those displaced.  

Lent Madness 
 
Who will win the Golden Halo? Once 
again, Lent Madness pits thirty-two saints 
in a "holy smackdown" for the prize, and 
you will decide the winner. This whimsical 
look at those honored on varied liturgical 
calendars serves as a great daily devo-
tional and chance to learn about church 
history. Download your bracket and play 
along at LentMadness.org.  
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 Taizé at Messiah 
 

Brother John and Brother Emile of the in-
ternationally known Ecumenical Commu-
nity of Taizé in France will visit Messiah 
on Friday, April 27, through Saturday, 
April 28. They will help Messiah host a re-
gional meeting for young adults (18 
through 30 years-old) which will include 
sung times of prayer and silence, Bible re-
flections offered by the brothers and small 
group discussions.  
 
The Taizé Community is an ecumenical 
Christian monastic community in Taizé, 
Saône-et-Loire, Burgundy, France. It is 
composed of more than one hundred 
brothers, from Catholic and Protestant tra-
ditions, who originate from about thirty 
countries across the world. Founded by 
the now deceased Brother Roger in 1940, 
the community continues its work with 
young adults and of reconciliation. Over 
100,000 youth from across the globe visit 
their village each year, and some brothers 
also travel to help host events like the one 
being held at Messiah Lutheran.  
 
To learn more about this gathering, keep 
watch on our Facebook page and our web-
site. To learn more about the community 
in France, visit taize.fr.  

Pastor Lou Nominated for  
National Honor 
 
The Hanover County Sheriff’s Office has 
nominated Pastor Lou as the National 
Sheriff’s Association’s Chaplain of the 
Year. (The award decision is pending.) This 
award recognizes a chaplain who has 
made outstanding contributions to law en-
forcement and his/her agency or who had 
demonstrated conspicuous excellence in 
the performance of his/her duties.  
 
Pastor Lou helped our Sheriff’s Office 
Chaplain Coordinator reorganize and for-
malize their program starting in 2008. He 
has served actively as a volunteer chaplain 
in the field since 2010 and is current Vice 
Chair of the Hanover County Sheriff’s 
Chaplains Advisory Board. In addition, he 
serves as State Chaplain for the Virginia 
Crime Clinic, a nonprofit serving federal, 
state and local law enforcement as well as 
private security.  

Newer members may 
not know that, for al-
most 21 years, Mes-
siah had a preschool 
and after-school pro-
gram that provided 
many children with 
loving care and learn-
ing. In honor of  
National Lutheran 
School Week, March 4-10, here is the 
plaque that now hangs in the fellowship 
hall that commemorates that school. 

@MessiahMech 
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Caroline Furnace Lutheran 
Camp & Retreat Center 
 
Registration for summer camp serving 
grades 1 through 18 and “Family Camp” 
opportunities is now open! Located at Fort 
Valley, Virginia, in the Shenandoah Valley, 
Caroline Furnace has offered programs 
and respite in a beautiful setting since 
1957.  They offer anything from lodging 
and facility space to extensive program-
ming. Contact to design the perfect retreat 
for your own group. For more information 
or to donate to this ministry of the Virginia 
Synod, please visit CarolineFurnace.org.  

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Invocation Provided  
at the Senate of Virginia 
 
Pastor Lou was asked to open the regular 
session of the Senate of Virginia with 
prayer on Friday, February 16, 2018. He 
and his wife, Kristine, were introduced to 
the Senate by Sen. Ryan McDougle (R) 
who represents Messiah’s district. Lt. Gov-
ernor Justin Fairfax (D) also graciously 
thanked Pastor Florio for his ongoing ser-
vice to the community and noted how im-
portant a spouse’s support is to such min-
istry. Pastor Florio’s service at Messiah 
Lutheran was noted in the day’s public 
bulletin and is now part of the Senate’s 
official record along with his prayer for the 
day. It was a nice event to become part of 
Messiah’s 50th year in ministry!  
 
Please continue to pray for our elected 
leaders every day; that they be guided by 
the Holy Spirit to love and serve all well. 

Kristine and Pastor Lou in the Senate chamber 

 Celebrate Spring at 
 Historic Hebron 

Lutheran Church &  
James Madison’s Montpelier 

 
First English Lutheran’s Leisure Group 
invites you to accompany them on a day 
trip hosted by Signatours. Sit back, relax 
and enjoy the scenery as you travel west 
towards the spectacular Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. You will visit Hebron Lutheran 
which just celebrated its 300th anniver-
sary in 2017. The building is only one of 
four surviving wooden churches of Vir-
ginia’s colonial era and is the oldest 
church in continuous use in the United 
States. In addition, it holds one of only 
nine Tannenburg organs still in existence. 
After lunch at the Bavarian Chef (Madison, 
VA), you will have the opportunity to tour 
President James Madison’s home. Total 
cost per person: $125. Information is 
posted on our narthex bulletin board, or 
speak to Messiah member, Donna Combs. 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
April 2018 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, March 18th 

Please call me with your  
submission, hand me a written 

submission OR email 
susiew51@comcast.net 

 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

M.O.M.’s Needed 
 
It’s that time of year again, when the Men 
Of Messiah, known affectionately as 
“M.O.M.,” get together to cook for all the 
rest of us. 
 
The traditional Easter breakfast is some-
thing that we all look forward to. It does, 
however, take preparation and willing 
hands to bring it about. Both cooks and 
servers are needed, with on-the-job train-
ing available. We need “all hands on deck” 
for this event.  
 
If you, Man of Messiah, are willing to lend 
a hand, contact Bill Weaver (559-3503).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March 11th 


