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Save the Dates! 
 
 Feast of the Transfiguration of Jesus 

Sunday, 2/11 (Worship at 10:45 am) 
 
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Tuesday, 2/13 (All Souls Episcopal 
hosts at 9077 Atlee Rd.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Wednesday, 2/14 (Service at 7:00 pm) 
 

Wednesdays in Lent 
 
Make time for God and your brothers and 
sisters in Christ this Lent. We will once 
again join All Souls Episcopal for a simple 
soup and bread supper on Wednesdays, 
February 21 through March 21, at 6:30 
pm.  
 
The program or special worship event will 
be announced soon. Check our bulletins, 
website and social media for the latest.  

Candlemas, February 2 
 
Forty days after Christmas, many Chris-
tians remember the presentation of Jesus 
in the Temple when a child with the cele-
bration of Candlemas. At one time, it 
marked the end of the season called 
Epiphany. Christians came to bless can-
dles for home and church use on this day, 
a symbol of Christ's light breaking into the 
world. A short service from home use will 
be posted on our Facebook and Google+ 
pages on February 2 for your use.  
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VISIT OUR MLC WEBSITE: 
http://www.messiahmech.com  

Your 2017 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
Dean Gustafson …….. Council President 

James Anderson ……..Vice-President 
Sally Bennett …… Secretary 

       
   Sharon Addair          Becky Collie  
   Steve Gilnett           Cheryl B Griffis 
   Donna Shaw             Susie Weaver 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
 Christian Education ……….Donna Shaw  
 Evangelism …………....James Anderson 
 Finance ……………………... Becky Collie 
 Property ……………………..Steve Gilnett 
 Social Ministry ……………Sharon Addair 
 Stewardship ………………..Susie Weaver 
 Worship ……….…………….Sally Bennett 
 

 
      Bill  Weaver ….…..Treasurer  
      Jake Addair ……. Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Leroy Albertson,  

Pat Hubert.  
 

Gordon Gunn was recently elected to 
serve as Trustee, due to the recent death 
of Dick Wright. Newly elected Church 

Council members will be noted here next 

Messiah 2017 Constitution  
Approved by Synod 
 
After many months of integrating old and 
new, Messiah now has a new constitution 
based on the 2016 ELCA Model constitu-
tion.  Beginning in April of 2017, a team 
from the church council began the pains-
taking process of going through our 2007 
Constitution and integrating it into the 
ELCA model constitution. Due to a major 
revision in how the content was to be or-
ganized, this process took until the begin-
ning of August to complete. Church Coun-
cil then met to review and vote on a “final 
draft” that was to be presented to the con-
gregation in December, as per constitu-
tional guidelines concerning notice to the 
congregation. At the December 10 congre-
gational meeting, the final draft constitu-
tion was ratified by the congregation. After 
being sent the final draft on January 2, 
2018, word was received from the Rev. 
Skip Zubrod of the Virginia Synod on 
January 4 that the final draft “has been 
approved by the Synod and is on file in 
our office.”  
 

Many thanks are due to the “constitution 
team”, Church Council, and our congrega-
tion for ratifying a document that will help 
guide us for years to come! 
 
Submitted by  
Donna Shaw , Church Council 
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Pastoral Letter… 
It’s all about love 
 
Many have noted that Lent begins on St. 
Valentine’s Day this year. It has been a 
source of many jokes, but perhaps it is the 
perfect day. After all, Jesus came to share 
our lives, suffer and die out of love for us.  
 
There are many things that keep us busy 
these days. Most of us seem to have a 
non-stop, chock-full of everything sched-
ule. Yet like any love relationship, it is 
good to slow down, reflect and spend time 
with the one you love. More than a seg-
ment of time on any calendar, the season 
of Lent and its disciplines invite us to do 
just that.  
 
Lent isn’t biblical per se, but it remains a 
practice or tool of the church to help in-
crease our intimacy with Christ and his 
Church. Prayer, fasting and almsgiving 
(including all charity or service) are tradi-
tional, and Messiah offers many opportu-
nities for you to explore your faith alone, 
with your family and others. I challenge 
you to make the most of this blessed sea-
son. Seek to grow in your love and under-
standing, but understand that even our 
spiritual growth is a gift from God.  
 
Don’t make it a burden. There’s no need to 
pressure yourself regarding perfection. In-
stead, accept Christ’s forgiveness, and an-
ticipate the joy that is promised and sure 
to come through Jesus’ love for you and 
us all.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 

Do you enjoy talking with people?  
 
As part of our Shepherds Team, you can 
help us visit those who can’t make it to 
church each week, help support those who 
are recovering from surgery or other 
health issues, and/or help Messiah keep 
in touch with membership who have been 
missing from worship for varied reasons. 
Training is supplied, and for those willing, 
you will be commissioned to help com-
mune members in their home, hospital or 
facility.  
 
If this sounds like a ministry for your time 
and talent, please speak with Pastor Lou. 

@MessiahMech 

Sermons Online: 
Hiatus announced 
 
Regularly posting sermons will be on hia-
tus until we can locate someone to assist 
Pastor Lou with this ministry. We regret 
any inconvenience.  
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February 2    Taylor Starret  
       7   Jean Martin 
     21   Victoria Gustafson 
     23   Grace Anderson 
     28   Sophia Knab 
      
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

Kroger Fundraising: 
Update your account!  
 
Thanks to all of you who renewed your 
connection with their Community Re-
wards Program for Messiah! Remember, 
this is "free" money that goes to support 
our ministry, and your account must be 
renewed each year.  If you have not re-
newed or signed up yet, please do so by 
going to kroger.com/account/update.   

As this edition of The Messenger went to 
print, our Annual Reporting Meeting was 
pending. We will announce the new coun-
cil members in the next issue. The An-
nual Reports for 2018 will be available in 
our welcome area.  

Prayers for our church family 
 
When we pray for member families of Mes-
siah, we remember that we hear about 
praying for each other in many places in 
the Scriptures: 
 
“This is the confidence we have in ap-
proaching God: that if we ask anything 
according to his will, he hears us.”  1 
John 5:14  
 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.”  
Ephesians 6:18  
  
“Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for 
in prayer, believe that you have received 
it, and it will be yours.” Mark 11:24  
  
As part of the celebration of the 50th An-
niversary of Messiah, the Worship Com-
mittee recently started what we hope will 
be a new Messiah tradition – including our 
Messiah congregation families in our Sun-
day prayers.  To this end, we divided the 
names or family members of our congrega-
tion, and each week we will include the 
names of one or more of our congregation 
families in our Prayer List.  We pray that 
our Messiah families will feel the strength 
of God’s love and the support of their Mes-
siah family in this way.  Praise and 
thanksgiving always to our Heavenly Fa-
ther who has given us the gift of prayer. 
 
      - Karen Morris 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Ray Ash; Joan Barnes; 
Kenneth Deere; Adam Dworak, Sr.; 
JoAn Firebaugh; Elisabeth Gardner; Mac 
McAllister; Pat Motley; Ruth Schroeder; 
Marc Thomas. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Cyndi Bauer, sister of Lois 
Schroeder; Family and Friends of The 
Rev. Samuel Mozolak, father of Karen & 
Michael Morris; Dieter Niklas, brother of 
Erna Jung; Tim Schroeder, Roger’s 
nephew; Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of 
Jeff Weaver; Our veterans, their fellow 
soldiers & their w aiting families, espe-
cially Andrew Addair, Ian Schwerdtfe-

ger, & LJ Spray; Law enforcement, fire-
fighters and first responders; The peo-
ple of All Souls Episcopal and our 
shared ministry; All those persecuted in 
any w ay for their faith in Christ, espe-
cially in North Korea, Afghanistan, So-
malia, and Sudan. 1 

 

1 Open Doors World WatchList 2018 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  If leaving a message, include your 
contact information for follow-up.  Unless 
we hear otherwise, individuals will be re-
moved quarterly. Memorial prayers will run 
a minimum of two weeks and then be in-
cluded in our All Saints Sunday activities. 

Thanks  
from Pastor Lou & Kristine 
 
From Pastor Appreciation Month, to the 
recognition of my tenth year of ordination, 
and through Christmas into the new year, 
many thanks for your generosity to us and 
service to the church. It was an incredibly 
special season of thanksgiving and cele-
bration, and we look forward to the future 
God has in store for all of us. Your gifts, 
cards, treats and kind words made our 
season bright and hearts warm. Thanks to 
one and all, and many blessings be upon 
you in 2018!  
 
Love,  
Pastor Lou and Kristine 

From The Virginia Lutheran: 
 
“St. Stephen, Williamsburg, and St. Mar-
tin's Episcopal, Williamsburg, will start a 
joint book study on Mondays and Thurs-
days from January through March. They 
will talk about the basics of Christian 
faith, using books by the former  
Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Wil-
liams: Being Christians: Baptism, Bible, 
Eucharist, Prayer and Being Disciples: Es-
sentials of the Christian Life. Since the 
ELCA and the Episcopal Church have en-
joyed full communion since 1999, "let's 
build on our relationship," said Pastor 
Andy Ballentineof St Stephen.” 
 
Sound familiar, Messiah?  
 
For more Virginia Lutheran news, go to  
http://www.vasynod.org/news/
newsletters/the-virginia-lutheran/ 
 
From the January 2018 edition of The Vir-
ginia Lutheran , a monthly publication of 
the Virginia Synod, ELCA. 
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Calendar of events  
 
1 Feast of St. Brigid  
        (Local Remembrance) 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
2   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Happy Candlemas! 
     Pastor's Day Off 
3 Commemoration of Ansgar, Bishop and 
        Missionary 
     Local Remembrance of  
        the Four Chaplains 
4   World Cancer Day 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Worship Service 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     11:45 AM Worship Meeting 
5 Commemoration of the  
        Martyrs of Japan 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
6   10:00 AM Richmond Conference Meet* 
7   2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
8   6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
9   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Worship Service 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 

12 Pastor @Shepherds Center 
13 6:00 PM Pancake Supper (Atlee House) 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
14 Commemorations of Valentinus, Martyr 
        (local only); Cyril, Monk & Mission 
         ary; and Methodius, Bishop  
         & Missionary 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     5:30 PM Ash Wednesday Worship 
         (All Souls) 
     7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship 
15 6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
16 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
17 
18 Commemoration: Martin Luther, 
        renewer of the church 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Worship Service 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal: 
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
19 5:00 PM Stevie B night for MCEF 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop 884 Meeting 
20 6:15 PM Council Meeting 
21 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper Program 
22 Local Remembrance: Sophia Scholl 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
23 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of Polycarp, Bishop 
        and Martyr 
     Pastor's Day Off 
24 
25 Commemoration of Elizabeth Fedde 
     9:15 AM All Souls Episcopal: Worship 
     9:15 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
     10:45 AM Messiah Lutheran:  
        Worship Service 
     11:00 AM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Faith Formation for All Ages 
 
                              Continued on page 7 
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Calendar 
Continued from page 6 
 
26 6:15 PM Mutual Ministry Meeting 
27 7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
28 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper Program 
 
* Off Site 

Thanks from the Altar Guild 
 
The Altar Guild would like to express our 
deepest thanks to individuals and families 
who donated flowers for our worship ser-
vices in 2017: Johnnie and Becky Collie, 
Donna Combs, Pastor and Kristine Flo-
rio, Brian and Jessica Glusing, 
Chrisann Hatfield, Charlie and Judy 
Schw erdtfeger, Chris and Diana Sondor, 
Marc Thomas, Jean Wightman, and All 
Souls Episcopal members. We also would 
like to thank those who donated at Easter, 
Christmas, and to the flower fund. Your 
gifts were greatly appreciated by the entire 
congregation and helped enhance our 
worship services.  
 
If you would like to give the gift of flowers 
in 2018 please see the flower charts on 
the bulletin board in the narthex. Thank 
you! 

Congratulations  
Pat & Glady Hubert 
 
On January 10, 2018, Pat and Glady 
Hubert celebrated their 50th wedding an-
niversary with the wedding they never 
(fully) had among family and friends. Pas-
tor Lou presided over this special affirma-
tion of their vows. In 1968, Pat was a 
United States Marine and about to ship 
out to Vietnam – unbeknownst to all, just 
in time for the Tet Offensive. Prior to leav-
ing, Pat and Glady eloped in Hawaii, and 
the rest is history. (Pictured: Pat and 
Glady with their children and grandchil-
dren.)  

Please support  
Messiah’s ministry… 
 
Online giving – one time gifts or as re-
peated donations scheduled by you – is 
now available at https://
messiahmech.com/stewardshipdonate/ 
Thank you for your support! 

Worship Team meeting 
 
Join us after worship on for the quarterly 
Worship Team Meeting in the sanctuary 
right after our regular worship service on 
February 4th. 

All are welcome! 
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CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
  
 Lutheranism 101, Second Edition by 
Scot A. Kinneman is a comprehensive, 
easy-to-read guide to Lutheranism, written 
in the form of short articles, sound-bites, 
sidebars, and illustrations. What makes 
the Lutheran confession of faith unique? 
Why is Lutheran worship different from 
worship at the church next door? Does it 
have to be confusing? Whether you’re a 
lifelong Lutheran looking to dig deeper, 
new to Lutheranism and want answers, or 
just curious about the Lutheran Church, 
this book is for you! Conversational and 
fun to flip through, this reference guide 
helps you easily get to know theology ba-
sics in a way that won’t make your brain 
hurt. This book is available on Amazon in 
paperback for $17.95 new or much less for 
a slightly used copy. 
 
 Grace upon Grace: Spirituality for 
Today by John Kleinig is an exhilarating, 
paradigm-shifting book that can reinvigo-
rate the reader’s devotional life. The long-
ing for spiritual fulfillment, inevitably 
paired with spiritual frustration, is com-
mon among Christians. Do we read and 
study the Bible enough? Do we worship 
often and in the right way? Do we pray 
enough, in the correct way, and for the 
right things? How do we become truly 
spiritual? In response, John W. Kleinig 
clarifies that there is no process for be-
coming spiritual. Instead, God graciously 
gives to us every spiritual gift that we 
need, beginning with the very gift of faith 
in Christ, our Savior. Because God has 
joined us to Christ, He continually comes 
to give us life. This book can be found on 
Amazon, Concordia Publishing, and Chris-
tianbook.com. 
 

 Of all the gifts parents can pass on to 
their children, faith is the most precious. 
The heart of our role as Christian parents 
is sharing and living out that faith with 
the children God gives us. Living the 
Promises of Baptism: 101 Ideas for 
Parents is a parent resource written by 
Suzanne Burke. This small book is filled 
with concrete ideas for celebrating with 
your children the gifts of baptism in daily 
living. Meals, bedtime, play, seasons, mile-
stones, transitions-all these occasions and 
more become opportunities for practicing 
faith. These ideas are for children from in-
fant to upper elementary. Whether your 
child is a newborn, a preteen, or a child 
somewhere in between, you will find your-
self returning to this book again and again 
for support, encouragement, and inspira-
tion. It is available from Augsburg Fortress 
for $6.99. 
 
 Time to Pray – Daily Prayers for 
Youth by Elmer M. Witt is filled with 
prayers concerning the daily challenges 
young people face today. The prayers are, 
for the most part, original. Wording and 
style were selected in the desire to make 
prayers natural and expected in the midst 
of everyday happenings in the life of 
youth. This compact prayer book is de-
signed to fit easily into backpacks or pock-
ets. It is available on Amazon as well as 
Concordia Publishing. 
 
 
- Donna Shaw 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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MCEF News 
 
MCEF's One Stop Shop has been busy 
since opening the last week of September. 
The numbers are in. Client visits have to-
taled just over 500 during this period. The 
number of households registered with 
MCEF exceeds 300. In this short period of 
time, 785 bags of food have been given out 
plus 275 Holiday bags. In addition, 235 
bags of clothing have been given out to 
those in need. During this time, 279 dona-
tions of food, clothing and linens have 
been received by MCEF. 
 
During 2017 the MCEF Senior Rides Pro-
gram provided 1159 one-way rides. These 
volunteer drivers have given 1352 hours 
and drove 15,174 miles. 
 
MCEF appreciates your support with your 
time, talents and financial assistance.  
 
Contact Pat or Glady Hubert to learn 
what you can do to help, MCEF is 100% 
volunteer. 

Cleaning Team update 
 
I would like to personally say THANK YOU 
to everyone who has become part of “The 
C-Team.” Since last July, you have done 
the weekly tasks that have made our 
building comfortable and pleasant for us 
and welcoming to our visitors. I am thank-
ful that you have answered the call to be 
servants in this endeavor. We tend to take 
it for granted when things are in order and 
clean. When that happens it’s a good 
thing; it means we are doing our job right. 
Many thanks to: Jake & Sharon Addair; 
The Anderson Family: James, Tracey, 
Grace, Ella, Dean & Allen; Becky Collie; 
Steve & Sue Gilnett; Bob & Sharon Grif-
fin; Cheryl Griffis;  and Bill Weaver; and 
to Pat & Glady Hubert who empty the pa-
per recycling bin in the office.  Special 
thanks also to Jake Addair and Werner 
Gardner for their good work cleaning our 
hard floors when needed. I also want to 
acknowledge that members of All Souls 
Episcopal Church often step in when 
needed.  
 
“Many hands make light work,” as the say-
ing goes*. Now I invite YOU become a C-
Team member,  so that the load is lighter 
for everyone who serves. For more infor-
mation, our guidelines, sign-up sheets and 
tasks-completed sheets are posted on the 
Property bulletin board. If you choose to 
volunteer your time, you will receive per-
sonalized training and the information you 
need. If you have questions or suggestions, 
please contact me or another member of 
the team.  
 
— Susie Weaver  
 
         *Quote attributed to John Heywood  

 Thanks to Daren and Valerie Williams 
for sponsoring another Financial Peace 
University at Messiah 

 
 Thanks to our fellowship and worship 

team for another wonderful holiday 
season PLUS Reformation 500 celebra-
tion and the 10X50=500 festivities! 

 
 Thanks to Jake Addair and the prop-

erty team for helping to keep our prop-
erty ice-free and functioning during the 
recent winter weather.  
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
March 2018 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, February 18th 

 
Please call me with your  

submission, hand me a written 
submission OR email 

susiew51@comcast.net 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

Ash Wednesday prayer 
 
Merciful God, you called us forth from the 
dust of the earth; you claimed us for 
Christ in the waters of baptism. Look upon 
us as we enter these Forty Days bearing 
the mark of ashes, and bless our journey 
through the desert of Lent to the font of 
rebirth. May our fasting be hunger for jus-
tice; our alms, a making of peace; our 
prayer, the chant of humble and grateful 
hearts. 
 
 Catholic Household Blessings  
        and Prayers 


