
 The  

  
The monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, Virginia 23111    804-746-7134 

JULY 2017 

 

     A look inside.... 
 
 Our new Bishop-elect ……………. P. 2 
 Pastor’s Letter ……..…….....…….. P. 3 
 MCEF—News flash! ………………..P. 4 
 Prayers & Celebrations ..…..……..P. 5 
 Calendar of events …...………….  P. 6 
 Shepherd’s Team ………………...  P. 7 
 Faith of Founding Fathers study. P. 8 
 Theology for teens ………..………. P. 9 
 National Night Out 8/1 …………..P. 9 

August 6 – First Article of the Creed (God 
the Father) 
August 13 – Second Article of the Creed 
(Jesus) 
August 20 – Third Article of the Creed (the 
Holy Spirit & Church) 
August 27 – The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Commemorative editions of the Small 
Catechism (pocket edition) have recently 
been ordered for your home use. Messiah 
will distribute them for free.  
 
You might also like to order the confes-
sions of our Lutheran faith, the Book of 
Concord (meaning unity). Compiled after 
Martin Luther’s death, it puts together the 
original documents that help define what 
it means to be a Lutheran-Christian. Sign-
up through July 16th. Copies are $45 dol-
lars (shipping included). 

“With New Voices — 
 The Small Catechism in the 
21st Century”  
 
During this 500th anniversary year of the 
Reformation, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) is inviting all 
congregations to engage Luther’s Small 
Catechism in a new way. It is an invita-
tion: 1) to hear the Lutheran witness of 
the Christian faith that we share from new 
voices — voices that perhaps we did not 
hear in our earlier faith experiences; and 
2) to be renewed in our own voices as we 
join in the witness of the whole Christian 
community for the world. At Messiah, we 
will renew our focus on our catechism and 
confessions throughout summer and the 
fall to help us mark the 500th anniversary 
of the start of the Reformation. Here’s our 
remaining schedule for summer worship: 
 
June 25 – Lord’s Supper 
 
July – We will worship with All Souls 
Episcopal at 9:30 am  
*Includes a special July 30th Service Day!  
*We will be following the Revised Common 
Lectionary 
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Your 2017 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
Dean Gustafson …….. Council President 

James Anderson ……..Vice-President 
Sally Bennett …… Secretary 

       
   Sharon Addair          Becky Collie  
   Steve Gilnett           Cheryl B Griffis 
   Donna Shaw             Susie Weaver 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
 Christian Education ……….Donna Shaw  
 Evangelism …………....James Anderson 
 Finance ……………………... Becky Collie 
 Property ……………………..Steve Gilnett 
 Social Ministry ……………Sharon Addair 
 Stewardship ………………..Susie Weaver 
 Worship ……….…………….Sally Bennett 
 

 
      Bill  Weaver ….…..Treasurer  
      Jake Addair ……. Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Leroy Albertson,  

Pat Hubert, and Dick Wright . 
 

Sermons online 
 
Don't forget, recent Sunday sermons are 
being posted each week at Messiah-
Mech.com and our MessiahMech YouTube 
Channel. https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC2fCNdhDR_Ey20lQjswhitw 

@MessiahMech 

Our New Bishop-Elect 
 
On Sunday, June 11, 2017, the Virginia 
Synod of the ELCA elected a new bishop, 
the Rev. Bob Humphries (Muhlenberg 
Lutheran in Harrisonburg), after the As-
sembly’s fifth and final ballot. You can 
learn about him through this link:  
http://www.vasynod.org/robert-
humphrey-elected-bishop-elca-virginia-
synod/ 
 
The Bishop-Elect will be installed on Sat-
urday, September 9th in Waynesboro. De-
tails will be forthcoming, but save the 
date. Everyone is invited! 
 
Thanks to Sally Bennett, Donna Combs 
and Pastor Lou for representing Messiah 
during the Virginia Synod Assembly. Pas-
tor Lou also serves on the Bishop Transi-
tion Team, overseeing preparation and 
execution o the election and facilitating 
the installation service and celebration. A 
summary bulletin of the entire event is 
available for you in our welcome area’s 
magazine rack.   
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Pastoral letter 

Our purpose and place  
in God’s loving, creative plan 
 
When I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, the moon and the stars that 
you have established; what are human be-
ings that you are mindful of them, mortals 
that you care for them? (Psalm 8:3-4) 
 
One of my favorite activities during the 
summer is to leisurely walk my little 
buddy, Boomer, as the sun sets and the 
summer heat subsides. More often than 
not, we become witnesses to a wondrous 
spectacle of birds settling in for the night, 
rabbits and deer foraging, and a magnifi-
cent burst of colors as the sun recedes 
and the moon and stars appear. What a 
special time of year! 
 
I hope as you travel or recreate closer to 
home, you take an opportunity to pause in 
your own wonder and worship. Consider 
the same loving God who created the world 
and stars created you. Like all of nature, 
you have a purpose and place in God’s lov-
ing, creative plan. In the hush of the eve-
ning, I suspect you might better hear and 
understand your call to reflect God’s beau-
tiful light.  
 
Yet, we remain called to be in communion 
with one another – reflecting and sharing 
Christ’s love. We are asked to plant seeds 
of faith, justice and peace – as when vol-
unteering at Vacation Bible School, local 
humane societies, food pantries, or serving 
in many other ways. At all times, we are 
invited to raise our voices in worship and 
praise of God with the mountains, seas, 
and firmament.   
 
No matter where you go or what you do 
this summer, please contemplate our 
shared call to be church together. We re-
main Christ’s, and it is Christ’s light and 
beauty which we are called to reflect and 
share. It is you, me and others together 

that were created, called and baptized to 
Christ’s church together.  
 
I wish you Christ’s peace, as well as a safe 
and festive summer,  
Pastor Lou 

Vacation Bible School 2017 
 
Up, up and away! Sign-up for our 
***FREE*** VBS today!  
 
Dates: July 31-August 3, 2017.  
 
Visit: https://messiahmech.com/
vacation-bible-school/  
 
We will need help setting up and decorat-
ing. This will be one of the offerings on our 
July 30th service day with All Souls Epis-
copal. Please join us! 

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
the Giving Tree last month.  It  benefited 
one of our own in need of new clothes.  
 
You are greatly appreciated! 
The Social Ministry Team 
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*** News flash *** 
 
MCEF's One Stop Shop is now a reality! 
The executive board authorized signing a 
lease which was completed recently. All 
eight local missions will be  under one roof 
which is located at 7325 Stonewall Park-
way, Mechanicsville.  
 
Highlights from the June advisory board 
meeting are posted in the narthex, please 
refer to them for needs of the pantry and 
other information. 

Your offering & attendance 
matters 
 
As people travel, summer attendance and 
offerings tend to decline. Please remember 
that our shared ministry operates all year 
round! There are people who need your 
presence, witness, support and fellowship, 
and you along with our greater commu-
nity will benefit.  
 
We especially hope to see you at our July 
Worship as we gather with our co-workers 
with Christ from All Souls Episcopal – es-
pecially on our joint service day! This, too, 
is a wonderful witness of our “full com-
munion” as brothers and sisters in Christ 
to our community and beyond.  
 
As for your offering, online giving – one 
time gifts or as repeated donations sched-
uled by you – is now available at https://
messiahmech.com/stewardshipdonate, or 
you can mail them/drop them off to our 
office. Mowing and other property matters 
could use your help especially this time of 
year. Contact Dean Gustafson or Jake 
Addair to see how you can help one time 
or all summer. Help Messiah remain a dy-
namic, welcoming house of faith! 

We’re building The Team! 
 
The Cleaning Team, that is.  
 
We all enjoy the peaceful atmosphere that 
our church building affords us. Addition-
ally, our visitors’ first impressions can be 
very important to them and their choice to 
join us for worship and fellowship.  
 
With that in mind, a church cleaning team 
is being organized. Primary duties include 
emptying waste cans, cleaning bathrooms, 
and sweeping of floors, when needed. All 
materials are provided to get the job done. 
 
If you would be willing to give some time to 
this “labor of love” or would like more in-
formation, please contact Susie Weaver.  

Opportunities to volunteer for the Senior 
Rides Program include assistant director, 
phone coordinator (this can be done from 
the comfort of your home, you only need a 
phone and a computer), and driver (you 
choose the rides you are able to accomo-
date). 
 
Join the fun with MCEF. For more infor-
mation, contact Pat Hubert, 814-449-
2612. 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Joan Barnes; Kenneth 
Deere; Adam Dw orak, Mac McAllister; 
Pat Motley; Ruth Schroeder; Billy Tho-
mas; Marc Thomas; Dick Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Jacob Chilcote, friend of the Col-
lies; Camdyn Fleming; The Rev. Samuel 
Mozolak, father of Karen & Michael Mor-
ris;  Family and Friends of the Mullins 
Family; Tim Schroeder, Roger’s nephew; 
Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of Jeff 
Weaver; Our veterans, their fellow soldiers 
& their waiting families, especially Andrew 
Addair, Ian Schwerdtfeger, & LJ Spray; 
Law enforcement, firefighters and first 
responders; ; The people of All Souls 
Episcopal and Christ Lutheran as they 
seek new  pastors, and our shared minis-
try; All  those persecuted in any way for 
their faith in Christ, especially in 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Palestinian Territory; 
and Laos. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  If leaving a message, include your 
contact information for follow-up.  Unless 
we hear otherwise, individuals will be re-
moved quarterly. Memorial prayers will run 
a minimum of two weeks and then be in-
cluded in our All Saints Sunday activities. 

July 1   Liane DiGrazia 
        2   Pat Motley 
        3   Jackson Koeppen 
        6   Paul Nicholson 
       17  Dawn Martin 
       17  Jack Ordazzo 
       22  Bob Griffin 
        23  Johnnie Collie 
       25  Valerie Williams 
       27  Curt Glatfelter 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 2    Steve & Donna Shaw 
       25  Kevin & Brandi Hendrickson 
 
         
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

Giving Thanks for  
Bishop Jim Mauney 
 
During this year’s Virginia Synod Assem-
bly, a resolution was passed with a stand-
ing ovation, recognizing the great work in 
the life of our synod by Bishop Mauney, 
naming him Bishop Emeritus at his retire-
ment on August 31st. On Friday evening, 
Bishop Mauney, his family, and the office 
staff of the Bishop were recognized at a 
banquet hosted at the Roanoke College 
Cregger Center.  
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Calendar of events  
 
1 
2 Martin Luther Swears to Become a  
       Monk During a Thunderstorm (1505) 
     9:30 AM All Souls Episcopal & Messiah 
        Lutheran Worship (Lutheran) 
3   Feast of Thomas, Apostle 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
        Hanover Adult Center 
4 Book of Concord First Published in  
        English in 1851 (New Market, VA) 
     Independence Day 
5   2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
6   Commemoration of Jan Hus 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     4:30 PM Hanover Cares Coalition Meets 
7   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
8 
9 9:30 AM All Souls Episcopal & Messiah 
        Lutheran Worship (Episcopal) 
10 Pastor @ICPC (Continuing Ed.) 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 Commemoration of Benedict of Nursia 
     Pastor @ICPC (Continuing Ed.) 
12 Commemoration of Nathan Söderblom 
     Pastor @ICPC (Continuing Ed.) 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
13 Pastor @ICPC (Continuing Ed.) 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
14 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor @ICPC (Continuing Ed.) 
15 Hatfield Wedding * 
16 **Book of Concord Orders Due** 
     Anniversary of the Great Schism (1054) 
     Pastor Vacation 

16 Roanoke College's Theology for Teens  
        Begins * 
     9:30 AM All Souls Episcopal & Messiah 
        Lutheran Worship (Lutheran) 
17 Martin Luther Enters Monastery (1505) 
     Pastor Vacation 
18 Pastor Vacation 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
19 Pastor Vacation 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
20 Pastor Vacation 
     10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
21 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor Vacation 
22 Feast of Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
     Pastor Vacation 
23 Commemoration of Birgitta of Sweden, 
        Renewer of the Church 
     9:30 AM All Souls Episcopal & Messiah 
        Lutheran Worship (Episcopal) 
24 Commemoration of Declán of Ardmore,  
        Missionary 
25 Feast of James, Apostle 
26 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:00 PM Shepherds Team Meeting 
27 10:30 AM Men's Bible Study * 
28 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of Johann Sebastian 
        Bach, Heinrich Schütz, & George  
        Frederick Handel, Musicians 
     Pastor's Day Off 
29 
30 9:30 AM All Souls Episcopal & Messiah 
        Lutheran (Worship and Service) 
     10:00 AM Special Service Projects &  
        VBS Set Up (All Souls & Messiah) 
31 5:30 PM Hero Central VBS begins 
 
 * Off site 
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Battling Cancer Race  
a Success! 
 
Messiah member, Kyle Pfohl, originally 
began his 5k run/walk, the Battling Can-
cer Race, in Fredericksburg as a high 
school service project. His mother, Annette 
Pfohl, had been diagnosed with a second 
round of breast cancer, and he wanted to 
help her and other patients in the area. All 
proceeds benefit local treatment and pro-
grams supporting patients. After this sixth 
year, the race has raised almost $100,000! 
Kyle’s “uncle”, Pastor Lou, was asked to 
represent Messiah and lead the opening 
prayer as well as help hold the tape for the 
finish line.  
 
Annette Pfohl sadly died on November 9, 
2016. Messiah members have prayed for, 
supported and worshipped with the Pfohl 
family over these last several years, and 
the entire family wishes to thank you once 
again!  

Shepherds Team  
seeking new members 
 
As Messiah has more people unable to 
regularly attend worship due to health and 
other concerns, your help with pastoral 
care becomes more critical. Our Shep-
herds Team assists the pastor with visita-
tion at home, nursing facilities and the 
hospital. Members can also optionally be 
commissioned to share the Lord’s Supper 
from our weekly worship with the people 
the visit.  
 
Sound interesting? A meeting for current 
and new members will be held on July 
26th at 6:00 pm. On-going training is pro-
vided. 

Relay for Life update 
 
Thanks to all those who supported our 
2017 Relay for Life fundraising. Messiah 
donated just over $500, placing us 11th 
out of 33 teams. It also means we have do-
nated approximately $5000 in support of 
the American Cancer Society’s research, 
education, and support programs since we 
began participating in 2013!  

Pastor Lou (r) was honored to be asked to 
hold the event banner for this year’s “Survivor’s 
Lap.”  

Welcome to Our Lord’s table! 
 
On June 18th, we joyfully welcomed Mat-
thew Eric Morris to receive his First Holy 
Communion. The son of Todd and Kelly 
Morris and grandson of Michael and 
Karen Morris, Matthew successfully com-
pleted the required curriculum with Pas-
tor Lou to help him prepare to receive this 
mysterious gift from God.  
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CFFY Corner  
(Christian Formation for You) 
 
   Being Lutheran by A. Trevor Sut-
ton. Throw out all those notions you 
might have about what it means to be 
Lutheran. When it comes down to it, 
being Lutheran is really very simple. 
It’s about following Jesus. We go where 
Jesus goes, we listen when Jesus 
speaks, we trust when Jesus promises. 
And we live because Jesus lives. Rev. 
A. Trevor Sutton is associate pastor at 
St. Luke Lutheran Church in Haslett, 
Michigan. A frequent speaker and 
writer, Sutton has been published by 
various Christian publishers, and his 
work has appeared in Faith & Leader-
ship (Duke Divinity School), The Cres-
set (Valparaiso University), 
and Concordia Journal (Concordia 
Seminary). Sutton has a BA from Con-
cordia University in Ann Arbor and an 
MDiv from Concordia Seminary in St. 
Louis, and is currently a graduate stu-
dent in Writing and Rhetoric at Michi-
gan State University. Concordia Pub-
lishing, $14.99. Bulk discounts are 
available. 
 
God Pause – This is a daily on-line 
devotional from Luther Seminary 
alumni. Each day has a scripture pas-
sage that an alumni member has com-
mented and reflected upon. A great 
way to start your day. Go to http://
www.luthersem.edu/godpause.  
 
   Light for My Path – Another on-
line devotional from Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod. This particular devo-
tional has a short scripture passage 
that is followed with a particular hymn 
that corresponds to the message. The 
days I use this, I find myself sometimes 
singing the hymn! Go to http://

els.org/dailydevotions/.  
 
The Search for the Twelve Apos-
tles, Revised Edition by William 
Steuart McBirnie, 2008. What hap-
pened to the apostles after the events 
recorded in the Gospels and Acts? 
Where did they go and what kind of 
impact did they have on the world? By 
visiting biblical sites and researching 
ancient documents, legends, clues, 
and local traditions, McBirnie devel-
oped these vivid "snapshots" of their 
lives. A revealing overview. My sister 
recommended this via her Bible study 
group. Available ebook for $9.69 or 
paperback for $11.99 from Christian-
book.com. 
 
-  Donna Shaw 

Our men’s Bible study is offering this spe-
cial summer program for both men and 
women! Each week’s study will be held on 
Thursdays, but now at 10:30 am and end-
ing by 11:30 am. If you wish to get some-
thing to eat, please arrive by 10:00 am.  
 
Contact Bill  Weaver or Jack Ordazzo 
through our office or directly if you are in-
terested in attending or have questions. 
Yes, you are certainly welcome to just drop 
in, but this will help them gauge interest 
and reserve your space at the table.   
 
Location: Cracker Barrel, 7367 Bell Creek 
Rd S, Mechanicsville) 
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Power in the Spirit 2017  
 July 20 - 22 
 
Power in Spirit is an annual, popular con-
ference hosted by the Virginia Synod of the 
ELCA, focused on growth in faith and ser-
vice in the name of Jesus Christ. Families 
with children and youth are welcome!  
 
Visit vasynod.org/power-in-the-spirit for 
more information and to register! 

Save the Date for  
National Night Out, 8/1 
 
National Night Out helps celebrate the 
partnership between local law enforce-
ment and the community. Messiah will 
host this year’s public event on August 1 
(5:30 pm – 7:00 pm). This year, VBS youth 
attendees will also participate, but this 
event remains open to the entire commu-
nity. We will have free hot dogs, games/
activities, super hero bounce house, and 
of course, visitors from our local law en-
forcement and fire/rescue personnel. 
McGruff the Crime Dog is also expected to 
stop by for photos with your child. So, 
please stop in and bring your neighbors! If 
you can help welcome our guests, please 
contact James Anderson or Sharon Ad-
dair.  

Our second annual summer camp intro-
ducing teens to biblical and theological 
scholarship, exploring contemporary chal-
lenges & how their faith tradition can meet 
those challenges.  
 
Starting Sunday July 16, 2016 through 
Sunday July 22, 2017 we will focus on the 
life & thought of Dietrich Bonhoeffer—a 
church leader who met the challenges be-
fore him—we will explore today’s social is-
sues & encounter other faiths by engaging 
the students with leaders from those vari-
ous communities.  
 
Come and discover a sense of mission, be 
equipped with theological tools to enable 
you to meet the challenges facing the 
church today. Learn more: http://
www.roanoke.edu/t4teens 

 

Summer hiatus for Choir 
practices announced 
 
Our choir will not be practicing on Thurs-
day evenings during the summer. We will 
pick back up sometime in August. (Date to 
be announced.) Interested in joining us? 
Talk with Sally Bennett or Donna Shaw . 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
August, 2017 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, July 23rd 

 
Please call me with your  

submission, hand me a written 
submission OR email 

susiew51@comcast.net 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

Traveling? 
 
Don’t forget to take your “Traveling Lu-
ther”! He’s already been photographed 
all over Virginia and overseas. Our con-
test has received notice from the ELCA’s 
500th anniversary social media effort as 
well as in Lutheran World Federation’s 
tweets. One even attended our Virginia 
Synod Assembly this year to vote!  


