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chal Candle, readings on the history of our 
Salvation, 7:00 pm 
 
Easter Sunrise Service, traditional format 
- 7:30 am 
 
Easter Festival Worship, blended format 
with InSync - 11:00 am 
  
On Easter, we will offer our traditional 
pancake breakfast by MOM (Men of Mes-
siah), 8:30 am – 10:00 am. (Article on p.2).  
  

Kid’s activities start at 9:30 am with our 
popular Easter Egg Hunt at 10:10 am 
 
*Donations of eggs and candy needed. 
Drop off your donations in our narthex. 
See Donna Combs with any questions. 

Holy Week & Easter! 
 
Messiah’s Easter celebrations are primar-
ily on Sunday, April 16, but we hope you 
can join us for all of Holy Week as you 
are able! 
 
Palm Sunday, procession with palms – 
10:45 am service 
 
Holy Monday – Evening Prayer: Cursing 
the Fig Tree, 6:00 pm 
 
Holy Tuesday – Evening Prayer: Jesus 
predicts his death, 6:00 pm  
 
Holy Wednesday – Evening Prayer: “Spy 
Wednesday,” Judas conspires against Je-
sus, 6:00 pm 
 
Maundy Thursday – Last Supper remem-
bered with first communion, 7:00 pm 
 
Good Friday –  
  Service of Three Hours – meditative ser-
vice during the hours Jesus died, 12:00 
pm – 3:00 pm 
  Special Good Friday Service – 
“Sackcloth and Ashes” 7:00 pm 
 
Great Easter Vigil (Saturday) with All 
Souls Episcopal - begins with a Service of 
Light and the dedication of our new Pas-



April 2017                                   Messenger                                         page 2 

The Messenger   
 

Published monthly by 
Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church ELCA  
8154 Atlee Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23111   

Church Office:  (804) 746-7134 
FAX:    (804) 746-5579 

Rev. Louis A. Florio, Jr., Pastor 
Pastor’s email: messiahmechpr@gmail.com  

Davina Winn, Church Secretary  
Office email: messiahmech@gmail.com 

Susie Weaver, Newsletter Editor  
Ph: 804-559-3503 

   Email: susiew 51@comcast.net 
 

VISIT OUR MLC WEBSITE: 
http://www.messiahmech.com  

Your 2017 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
Dean Gustafson …….. Council President 

James Anderson ……..Vice-President 
Sally Bennett …… Secretary 

       
   Sharon Addair          Becky Collie  
   Steve Gilnett           Cheryl B Griffis 
   Donna Shaw             Susie Weaver 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
 Christian Education ……….Donna Shaw  
 Evangelism …………....James Anderson 
 Finance ……………………... Becky Collie 
 Property ……………………..Steve Gilnett 
 Social Ministry ……………Sharon Addair 
 Stewardship ………………..Susie Weaver 
 Worship ……….…………….Sally Bennett 
 

 
      Bill  Weaver … Treasurer  
      Jake Addair ... Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Leroy Albertson,  

Pat Hubert, and Dick Wright . 
 

Please support  
Messiah’s ministry 
 
Online giving – one time gifts or as re-
peated donations scheduled by you – is 
now available at https://
messiahmech.com/stewardshipdonate/ 

M.O.M.’s Needed 
 
It’s that time of year again, when the Men 
Of Messiah, known affectionately as 
“M.O.M.,” get together to cook for all the 
rest of us. 
 
The traditional Easter breakfast is some-
thing that we all look forward to. It does, 
however, take preparation and willing 
hands to bring it about. Both cooks and 
servers are needed, with on-the-job train-
ing available. We need a lot more new help 
as we have lost some of our previous vol-
unteers. 
 
If you, Man of Messiah, are willing to lend 
a hand, contact Bill Weaver (559-3503).  

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
 

Sermons online 
 
Don't forget, recent Sunday sermons are 
being posted each week at Messiah-
Mech.com and our MessiahMech YouTube 
Channel.  
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hands make lighter work. And so, we are 
asked to join with others trusting winter, 
want and war will not last forever. We 
plant in hope and trust spring will come 
and a certain harvest will follow.  
 
This Easter, I hope we all reflect upon 
what God has done for us in Christ, but 
we should also consider what God is ask-
ing of us in response. We have been sent 
to this time and this place, for we still live 
in much the same world of Isaiah. People 
need our hope, help and companionship, 
and we need there’s. There’s much work to 
be done. The time is right for you and me 
and all to recommit to the work of the 
church…of being church together.  
 
True, we and our congregation face many 
challenges each day, but Christ holds us 
in his crucified, resurrected, loving hands 
if we let him. Don’t hold onto the past or 
present with anxiety. Hold on to the prom-
ises of the Resurrection. Be strong. Fear 
not. Share all that you are and have with 
his Kingdom. Turn over all your cares to 
Christ. For, it is time to open our hearts 
and hands toward all anew and discover 
all the good which God intends to grow 
and give for our sake and the sake of the 
world.  
 
Kristine and I wish you and yours a 
blessed and meaningful Easter celebra-
tion.  
Pastor Lou 

Pastoral Letter  
“Spring is here” 
 
“I have held many things in my hands, 
and I have lost them all; but whatever I 
have placed in God's hands, that I still 
possess.” Martin Luther 
 
In this world, nothing lasts forever: for-
tunes fade or disappear, relationships end 
or move on, opportunities pass, and peo-
ple sadly die. Therefore, change is often 
feared and the unknown suspected. If not 
in our words, our actions often reveal our 
true thoughts about this “reality.” We tend 
to make choices that are meant to protect 
ourselves from the world. Often based on 
fears and the perception of or needs or 
wants, they end up being choices that can 
hurt ourselves and others rather than 
bless. They can unintentionally, slowly 
separate us from God, others, and the 
abiding joy Christ promised for our pre-
sent. 
 
In contrast, spring reminds us that our 
struggles won’t last forever. Against 
stacked odds, we become witnesses to new 
life brought forth and the dead resurrected 
all around us. Birds sing, and flowers 
bloom. Time and again, great prophets like 
Isaiah shared God’s promises through 
such images (as in chapter thirty-five): 
“The wilderness and the dry land will be 
glad” or “the mirage will become a pool of 
water.” Based on such promises, he goes 
on to give a charge to the People of God, 
“Encourage the exhausted, and make 
staggering knees firm. Say to those with 
an anxious and panic-stricken heart, ‘Be 
strong, fear not!’”  
 
Sowers plant seed, wait and watch for 
spring while longing for the harvest. It 
takes time and patience, intentionality and 
effort. Storms or droughts might come, but 
we break the ground to refresh the soil, 
remove weeds and dead growth. There’s a 
kind of sweat equity needed, yet many 



April 2017                                     Messenger                                           page 4 

“Spirituality  
for your Personality”    
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 8:15 p.m through 
April 5 
 
Spiritual practices that best suit your 
temperament are being explored each 
week, and in that process, we will learn 
about ourselves and one another as we 
deepen our relationship with God.  Our 
evenings will end with a devotional that 
engages us in a form of prayer or worship 
that suits the Myers-Briggs personality 
type we have explored. Suggested text: 
Prayer & Temperament: Different prayer 
forms for different personality types. 

“500 Years of the Reforma-
tion” Speaker Series continues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Five Hanover County congregations 
(including Messiah) have banded together 
to host the “500 Years of the Reformation” 
Speaker Series. Each month is a new topic 
related to the Reformation held at a differ-
ent location. Upcoming events: 
 
Thursday, March 30 at 7:00 pm: The Rev. 
Dave Zahl (pictured), Co-author of Law 
And Gospel: A Theology for Sinners (and 
Saints). Location: St. Paul’s Episcopal, 
8050 St Paul’s Church Rd, Hanover, VA 
23069.  
 
Thursday, April 27 at 7:00 pm: Joe Lenow, 
Doctoral candidate in Religion, University 
of Virginia (Dissertation: Suffering the 
World: An Augustinian Christology). Loca-
tion: Messiah Lutheran Church, 8154 At-
lee Rd., Mechanicsville, VA 23111 

First Communion  
 
We always give thanks for our youth, but 
especially as they celebrate important 
steps on their faith walk with Jesus. Dur-
ing Holy Week at our Maundy Thursday 
service at 7:00 pm, we will remember the 
institution of the Lord’s Supper and recog-
nize our First Communion Candidate, Stu-
art Williams for 2017. We invite you as 
part of the body of Christ and their family 
of faith to join in the celebration.  

Fusion fundraiser 
 
 
The Fusion youth group of All Souls Epis-
copal and Messiah Lutheran is selling 
half-pound, chocolate-dipped Easter Eggs. 
Eggs are $6.00 and will be delivered on 
Palm Sunday. Payment by cash or check 
payable to All Souls with “Fusion” in 
memo line is due on delivery. Look for a 
sign-up sheet at the All Souls Episcopal 

Reminder: Office email 
 
Our old emails (office@mlcas.org for the 
office and pastor@mlcas.org for the pas-
tor) are no longer valid. They will no 
longer forward your email to our new 
emails. Please make sure to update your 
email accounts with the new office email 
(messiahmech@gmail.com) and new pas-
tor’s email (MessiahMechPR@gmail.com). 
Thank you. 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Annette Buckholtz; 
Adam Dworak, Sr.; Pastor Lou Florio; 
Pat Motley; Ruth Schroeder; Dick 
Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family 
and neighbors: 
Linda Barnes-Depuy, daughter of Joan 
Barnes; Family & Friends of Diane Bev-
erly, friend of the Florios; Julie Brown; 
Virginia Collie, Johnnie Collie’s mother;  
Brian Crowson, friend of Pastor Lou; 
Stuart Drudge, brother-in-law of Marilyn 
Gunn; Frank Greenday, former member;   
Sharon McCord, friend of Lois Schroeder;  
Maryanne Modlin, friend of Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; Family & Friends of 
Henri Moore, Jr.; Ben Morlan, uncle of 
Donna Shaw; The Rev. Samuel Mozolak, 
father of Karen & Michael Morris; Family 
& Friends of Katie Ann Price, daughter 
of The Rev. Chris Price, and his wife, 
Terry; Tim Schroeder, nephew of Roger; 
Lorna Snook, mother of Susen Weaver; 
Mark Sommer & Family, brother of Val-
erie Williams; Sandy Street, sister of 
Donna Shaw; Noah Williams; Family & 
Friends of Evelyn Wright; Our veterans, 
their fellow soldiers & their waiting fami-
lies, especially Andrew Addair & LJ 
Spray; Law enforcement, firefighters 
and first responders; The People & Pas-
tor of All  Souls, and our shared minis-
try; All  those persecuted in any way for 
their faith in Christ, especially in 
Yemen, Eritrea, Libya, and Nigeria. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  If leaving a message, include your 
contact information for follow-up.   

April 12 Annette Buckholtz 
        14 Allen Starret 
        19 Ken Whirley 
        25 Gladys Jordan 
        25 Kyle Pfohl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April  3 Jon & Amy Koeppen 
        17 Bill & Susie Weaver 
        30 Brian & Jessica Glusing  
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to  
messiahmech@gmail.com or call Davina 
(746-7134). 
 

Lent Madness Indeed! 
 
Martin Luther is the only Lutheran left in 
the saintly (but somewhat light-hearted) 
Lenten discipline. He was voted into the 
Saintly Sixteen. Your vote might hold the 
key to his taking the Golden Halo (and 
your learning something on the way). Go 
to LentMadness.org through Holy Wednes-
day.  
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Calendar of events  
 
1 
2 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12 noon SPRING CLEANING 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group 
3 10:30 AM Worship at Hanover 
     Adult Center 
4 Commemoration of Benedict the  
        African, Confessor 
     Martin Luther ordained (1507) 
     9:30 AM Richmond Conf. Mtg. 
5   2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:00 PM Supper Set Up 
     6:30 PM Soup Supper program:  
        Personality & Spirituality 
6 Albrecht Dürer, Matthias Grünewald,  
     Lucas Cranach the Elder, artists 
     8:30 AM Pastor @HCSO Training 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
7   Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
8 
9 Commemoration of Dietrich  
        Bonhoeffer, Theologian 
     Palm Sunday 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages  
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
10 Commemoration of Mikael Agricola,  
        Bishop of Turku 

10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     6:00 PM Holy Monday Service 
11 7:30 AM Pastor @ VCC Mtg. * 
     6:00 PM Holy Tuesday Service 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
12 2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:00 PM Holy Wednesday Service 
13 Maundy Thursday 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     5:30 PM All Souls Episcopal: Maundy 
        Thursday Service 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
     7:00 PM Messiah Lutheran: Maundy 
        Thursday Service 
14 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Good Friday 
     12:00 PM Service of Three Hours 
     5:30 PM All Souls Episcopal:  
        Good Friday Service 
     7:00 PM Good Friday Service (MLC) 
15 7:30 PM All Souls Episcopal 
        Easter Vigil 
16 Easter Sunday 
     7:30 AM Sunrise Worship Service 
        (Traditional, Messiah Lutheran) 
     8:30 AM Easter Pancake Breakfast  
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:30 AM Easter Activities for Kids 
     10:10 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Messiah) 
     10:45 AM Festival Worship Service for  
        the Resurrection of Our Lord  
        (Blended, Messiah Lutheran) 
17 Pastor Off 
18 Luther at the Diet of Worms (1521) 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
19 Olavus Petri & Laurentius Petri,  
        Renewers of the Church 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
20 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study (Off Site) 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
21 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Commemoration of Anselm, Bishop of  
        Canterbury 
     Pastor's Day Off 
22 Earth Day 
23 Commemoration of Toyohiko Kagawa,  
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        Renewer of Society 
23 St. George's Day 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group 
24 5:00 PM Pastor @LFS Board Mtg. * 
25 Feast Day of Mark, Evangelist 
     10:30 AM Pastor @LFS Board Mtg. 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
26 Administrative Professionals Day 
     2:00 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #557 Mtg. 
27 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM 500 Years of Reformation 
        Speaker Series 
     7:00 PM Choir Practice 
28 Church Office Closed on Fridays 
     Pastor's Day Off 
29 Catherine of Siena, Theologian 
30 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
   

Second Call: 
Relay for Life 2017 
 
On the evening of June 2nd, Messiah 
members and friends will once again be 
gathering to celebrate life and fight for a 
cure to cancer. Registration for our team 
is now open. Whether a member of Mes-
siah or not, please join our team, donate 
or start your own. Register at: http://
bit.ly/2l5HRUr  

Sunday, April 2, after worship 
 
Throwing off the cold of winter and wel-
coming spring warmth and color may also  
mean that some “spring cleaning” is re-
quired. 
 
Maintaining our property is just good 
stewardship and also makes for a welcom-
ing place for visitors and our members.  
 
Please join us to spread some mulch, 
shine some windows, and do some other 
needed spiffing-up for Easter.  
 
A light lunch will be provided.. 

 Creative, Faith-Filled  
 Kids Wanted! 
 
Creative, fun pictures are starting to come 
in for our “Traveling Martin Luther” con-
test. Have we received yours? Our chil-
dren have been offered a cardboard, 
standing Martin Luther figure to accom-
pany them during Lent and through Ref-
ormation Sunday 2017, the 500th anni-
versary of the Reformation. Each month, 
participating families will receive addi-
tional items to help their children grow in 
the knowledge of Martin Luther and the 
Reformation, but hopefully in faith as 
well. He’ll prove a boon companion on 
your family travels this spring and sum-
mer. Prizes for most creative picture and 
most entries are being offered. Invite your 
child to play along and grow in faith to-
day! Contact Pastor Lou.  



@MessiahMech 
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Vicar Amelie Wilmer 
Leaving Us 
 
Vicar Amelie has served ably at All Souls 
Episcopal and as Messiah's partner in 
ministry. She recently announced that she 
has agreed to accept a new call at the re-
quest of her Episcopal bishop. Vicar Ame-
lie will become the new priest in charge of 
historic St. John's Episcopal Church on 
Church Hill in Richmond.  
 
Her last day presiding at All Souls' wor-
ship is expected to be Sunday, April 30. A 
time for farewell and thanksgiving is being 
planned for on or near that date (details 
pending) in our fellowship hall.  

Stew ardship? 
 
The ELCA, on its website, describes stew-
ardship: 
 
“As members of the ELCA, we believe that 
we are freed in Christ to serve and love 
our neighbor.  
 
“How do we respond to God’s call to serve 
and love our neighbors? We faithfully 
steward the gifts God has so abundantly 
given to us. Although some think of stew-
ardship as only a financial response to 
God’s love, stewardship encompasses so 
much more than money. It is about how 
we use all that God has entrusted to our 
care — our time, our talents and our 
treasures — to love God and our 
neighbors, both inside and outside of the 
church walls and our homes.” (http://
www.elca.org) 
 
With the new year, we have the opportu-
nity to explore, as a congregation, what 
stewardship could look like for Messiah. 
Anyone who has had experience with the 
stewardship team of this or another 
church is invited to present ideas on how 
God’s work and our time, talent and 
treasure can be combined to bring good 
things out of our ministry and into the 
world that needs to know His love. We are 
His hands. We are responsible to use the 
gifts we have been given.  
 
Do you have a vision for Messiah con-
cerning stewardship? Contact Susie 
Weaver, Council liaison for the Steward-
ship Team.  

I would like to thank everyone for the 
cards, prayers, visits and the flower ar-
rangement during my recent knee re-
placement. 
 
I’m blessed to have such a caring congre-
gation. 
 
God bless, 
Annette Buckholtz 
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Thanks 
 
 From Sally Bennett: For all of you 

who made soup, brought bread, drinks, 
etc., and helped to set up and clean up 
for our "Souper" Lenten Suppers on 
March 8th and 22nd. 

 
 To Kristine Florio, who has been cre-

ating colorful and meaningful bulletin 
board displays in the hallways and fel-
lowship hall. If you haven’t seen them, 
stop and take a look.  

MCEF news and highlights 
 
 Thank you for keeping the MCEF gro-

cery cart full in the narthex.  The focus 
for April will be boxed cereal. The third 
Sunday of each month is manna Sun-
day but donations are accepted any 
time. 

 
 Stevie B night continues to be the 

third Monday of each month. This al-
lows you to donate to MCEF food pan-
try just by eating there. Stevie B's do-
nates a percentage of sales to the pan-
try. 

 
 Clothing donations are to be made to 

the appropriate closet, see listing on 
the bulletin board or on the website at 
www.4mcef.com  for complete informa-
tion regarding donations. 

 
 Relay for Life sponsored by the Ameri-

can Cancer Society will be June 2, 6 
p.m. to 1 a.m. 

 
Check out the Highlights from the 
monthly MCEF meeting posted in the nar-
thex. 

Kroger Fundraising - 
Update your account!  
 
Thanks to all of you who renewed your 
connection with their Community Rewards 
Program for Messiah.  Remember, this is 
"free" money which goes to support of our 
ministry, and your account must be re-
newed each year.  If you have not renewed 
or signed up yet, please do so by going to 
kroger.com/account/update. 

When we can’t find Easter 
 
Easter is the most joyous Christian holy 
day ... except when it’s not. What do we do 
when our mood isn’t what we think it 
“should” be? The kids are sugared up, 
we’re juggling family gatherings (and con-
flicts), everyday challenges remain, and 
festive hymns — however rousing — fail to 
lift our spirits. We wonder, “What’s wrong 
with me, that I can’t seem to find Easter?”  
  
Been there, done that. And it’s okay. 
You’re okay. 
  
Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t scoop us out of 
our troubles, but the death-defying Christ 
walks through them beside us, on our own 
Emmaus road (Luke 24). We aren’t alone. 
When we can’t find Easter, Easter some-
how finds us — if not on this designated 
Sunday, perhaps two days from now, or 
next week or mid-May. Watch for it; keep 
your heart open. Christ is risen indeed — 
and you shall be too. 
 
—Heidi Mann 
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Thanks for supporting 
our community! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Messiah members have generously sup-
ported Pastor Lou’s law enforcement 
chaplaincy efforts since 2008. This has led 
to new mission opportunities, service, and 
visitors to Messiah, along with public 
praise. This outreach has also empowered 
him to serve our neighbors and better 
serve our congregation. He attends quar-
terly free training with Hanover County 
and occasional special seminars which 
count for his required ELCA continuing 
education. Topics have included items 
such as: dementia and Alzheimer’s issues, 
juvenile drug and alcohol abuse, post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), suicide 
intervention, addressing sudden deaths, 
and church response during natural dis-
aster – all applicable to our congregation’s 
own needs. Most of these events are free or 
have been paid for by Hanover County 
Sheriff’s Office.  
 
Recently, Pastor Lou has joined two great 
law enforcement chaplaincy resources in 
their work: Badge of Life (dealing with 
PTSD and police suicide) and the Interna-
tional Conference of Police Chaplains (an 
international, interfaith chaplaincy fellow-
ship, training and educational organiza-
tion). It is an honor to be involved with 
these well-respected organizations, and he 
expects the upcoming training and educa-
tion to help him personally, as a volunteer 
law enforcement chaplain serving law en-
forcement, their families and the greater 
community, as well as in our congrega-
tion's pastoral care needs. Again, all train-
ing counts toward a continuing education 

requirement for pastors in the ELCA.  
 
Along with serving as the Vice Chair of the 
Hanover County Sheriff’s Office Chaplains 
Board, he was recently elected to be State 
Chaplain of the Virginia Crime Clinic (an 
educational and fellowship organization 
serving federal, state and local law en-
forcement as well as private security). Ray 
Ash, Messiah member, serves as the or-
ganization’s 2017 president. 
 
The Hanover County Sheriff’s Office is 
planning another Community Fall Festival 
on Saturday, October 21st. The last event 
(which Messiah attended) had several 
thousand visitors and garnered national 
attention. We hope you will consider sup-
porting our participation this time around!  
 
Messiah remains an active member of the 
county’s Worship Watch Program. Ray 
Ash serves as our liaison.  

 
Thanks for your help in reaching our goal! 
Messiah raised just over $1000 for our 
part in this Hanover Habitat and faith 
community effort. On Sunday, March 5, 
2017, Hanover Habitat for Humanity dedi-
cated the Adams family’s home in Me-
chanicsville.  This dedication marks the 
completion of the 61st home built by 
Hanover Habitat for Humanity. Any addi-
tional donations to Faith Build can be 
made at http://www.hanoverhfh.org/
faithbuild/ or through our Sunday offer-
ing.  
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Don’t forget all the Reformation anniver-
sary resources you could want are located 
at MessiahMech.com – informative videos, 
texts and more! Not enough? Search 
#Reformation500, #Reformation2017, and 
#ELCA500 on social media and the web.  

Being Church together  
in a changing world 
 
Authorized by this Synod’s congregations 
in 2003, TAPESTRY’s mission is to em-
power congregations in the Virginia Synod 
to be Ambassadors for Christ in matters of 
diversity and inclusion, walking with God, 
and guided by the Holy Spirit to bring 
healing, reconciliation, and justice. They 
are currently offering a helpful series, Be-
ing Church Together in a Changing World. 
If you are interested in serving, growing or 
being church, this is for you! 
 
The weekly web series (including past epi-
sodes) is available on the Virginia Synod’s 
Vimeo channel: https://vimeo.com/
vasynod 
 
Their blog also offers helpful reflections: 
https://tapestryblog.wordpress.com/ 

Bishop Election Update 
 
Results from the synod-wide survey and 
conference meetings are posted at http://
www.vasynod.org/resources/transition-
team/ 

Retirement gift  
for Bishop Jim Mauney 
 
From Pastor Chris Price, Assistant to 
the Bishop: 
 
“Many from across our synod have told 
me that they would like the opportunity 
to express through a monetary gift their 
appreciation for Bishop Jim Mauney’s 29 
years of service to us in the VA Synod.” 
 
“With the knowledge of our synod coun-
cil, Pr. John Wertz and I are coordinating 
a synod-wide invitation to those who 
might like to join us in contributing to a 
retirement gift to be presented to our bel-
lowed and faithful bishop. Pr. Wertz and I 
want very much for this to be a true gift. 
For this reason, our contributions will 
have to be made to an individual rather 
than to the synod, and they will not be 
recognized as a charitable contribution 
for income tax purposes. Pr. Wertz has 
graciously agreed to be the individual 
who will receive our funds, acknowledge 
the receipt of each gift, keep a spread-
sheet recording each contribution re-
ceived, and present a personal check to 
Bishop Mauney during the Friday evening 
of our upcoming synod assembly.” 
 
Your church council invites you to con-
tribute to this gift. You can include this, 
in addition to your offering to Messiah, by 
designating on the “Other” line on your 
envelope “Mauney retirement gift” and 
the amount. A combined congregational 
check will be sent. 
 
“...please remember: individual contribu-
tions to this gift may not be recognized on 
any congregational statement as a chari-
table contribution for income tax pur-
poses.” 
 
Questions? Ask any church council mem-
ber or Pastor Lou. 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
May, 2017 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, April 16th 

 
Please call me with your  

submission, hand me a written 
submission OR email 

susiew51@comcast.net 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 


