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 Messiah Lutheran  
 Church will hold its 
 Annual Spring  
 Cleanup on Sunday,  
 May 22, 2016 after 

Service.  Lunch will be provided.  We will 
be cleaning up the storage sheds, clean up 
sanctuary, outside landscaping clean up 
(trim landscaping/mulch), replace air fil-
ters, and touch up painting. 
 
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Nar-
thex or you may contact Dean Gustafson, 
Property Committee Chair 
(dean.gustafson69@gmail.com or 434-242-
8181) to sign-up for Property Day.   
 
More hands will make the work easier and 
the extra fellowship is welcomed. 

MLS Director needed 
 
Our Messiah Lutheran School Board has 
worked diligently to successfully return 
our school back into the black financially 
and improve services. Julie Mielke, par-
ent representative, has been serving vol-
untarily as interim director this past year. 
Unfortunately, she and her family will be 
departing after the summer program. We 
need your help in finding a qualified, per-
manent placement as soon as possible. 
Thus, far our extensive search and adver-
tising has been unsuccessful. If no quali-
fied director is found, we might need to 
regrettably close the school. Please help us 
avoid this possibility! Share news of our 
open position with anyone you think might 
be interested or consider applying your-
self. Information on the position is avail-
able at MessiahMech.com.  (Click the 
“Work with US” tab.)  
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Your 2016 Church Council  
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Laura Harris …….. Council President 
Rev. Howard Thime … Vice-President 

Sally Bennett …… Secretary 
       
   Sharon Addair            Paula Barwick 
   Steve Gilnett           Dean Gustafson           
   Jon Koeppen          Susie Weaver 
      
                 

Council  Liaisons 
 Christian Education ………Jon Koeppen 
 Evangelism ………..........Dean Gustafson 
 Fellowship …………..….……. Rev. Thime 
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 Property ……………………..Steve Gilnett 
 School Board ……………..  Susie Weaver 
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Armed Forces Day, 5/21 
 
Thanks to all our veterans, but especially 
those still serving and their families: An-
drew  Addair (Navy), LJ Spray (Army), 
and Michael Knepper (Virginia National 
Guard). 

Community garden 
 
All Souls Episcopal's Community Garden 
is up for a $5000 donation...IF YOU 
VOTE! Follow this link, and vote once per 
day through May 31st. Ask your friends to 
help too! (Messiah & All Souls have been 
blessed to be partners in ministry since 
2008.) https://saferbrand.pgtb.me/
R51cl3  
 
If you would like to help in the garden, 
please contact John or Lee Hanchey 
(804-730-2686). 

Go Nuts! For LFS 
 
There are still tickets available to attend 
the Flying Squirrels game at the Diamond 
on Thursday, May 12, at 6:35 pm. Fire-
works are scheduled on that night. Lu-
theran Family Services will receive $3 of 
every $8 ticket sold through our office 
and at other local congregations.  
 
If interested, please contact Pastor Lou.  
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Out of clay, God created the first humans 
with sacred breath. Through a small tribal 
people, God would introduce love to the 
ends of the earth. Through death on the 
cross, Christ’s body and blood would offer 
the world salvation. So, we in turn are 
asked to continue to expect the impossi-
ble. In the face of hunger, we are asked to 
feed others. Surrounded by poverty, we 
are asked to share what we have. Even in 
the deepest, darkest clay, we are to gener-
ously plant the seeds that God has given 
us - our time, treasure and talent - trust-
ing God’s garden will grow.  
 
Jeremiah once spoke for God about you 
saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I 
knew you, and before you were born I con-
secrated you; I appointed you a prophet to 
the nations” (Jer. 1:5). You were planted 
and born with a purpose. Open your eyes! 
Open your heart! Open your hands! Be-
hold the glory of God at work in and 
through your life!  
 
I wish you a blessed Pentecost, 
Pastor Lou  

Pastoral Letter  
Paradise Noticed 
 
I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in 
the desert. (Isa. 43:19) 
 
I am trying to grow grass on the clay I call 
my front yard. It isn’t easy. In fact, it 
seems downright impossible! I’ve paid peo-
ple to help. No luck. I’ve spent hours prep-
ping and preening the ground. Nothing. It 
sometimes seems like my yard is a desert 
waste. Yet, lo and behold, quite unexpect-
edly, I witness life in my front yard bloom 
each spring: rabbits and colorful birds, 
butterflies and fireflies. Yes, even some 
green grass manages to grow for my pup, 
Boomer, to joyfully roll in. It may not look 
as I planned, but there is beauty there.  
 
Often, how we look at the world needs to 
change. We can’t perceive God blessings 
because we are too busy focusing on our 
own work, expectations or fears. We blind 
ourselves to God’s goodness. What if we 
prayed with thanksgiving for what we al-
ready have? What if we looked for signs of 
life instead of counting the signs of death 
around us? What if we dared to believe 
that the Lord’s prayer is being fulfilled 
around us: that God’s name is being hal-
lowed; that God’s will is being done; that 
our daily bread is being laid out before us 
and forgiveness is ours to accept; that God 
is leading us to a better future filled with 
blessing? This is exactly what Jesus told 
us is happening. 
 
True, our current life isn’t perfect. We will 
stumble into brambles and be chocked by 
weeds at times. Yet, that’s no excuse to 
miss the beauty around us. Jesus is com-
ing, and Eden will be restored. Jesus 
sends us signs of that hope to us each day 
for those with the eyes of faith to see. Even 
now, recognized or not, God is seeking to 
create new life out of desert and death. 

 

Property Assistance Needed 
 
We welcome all members and friends of 
Messiah to participate as available and of-
fer ideas to keep our property in good 
working condition.  
 
If you can help at any level (once, occa-
sionally or on a repeated basis), please 
contact Dean Gustafson or Steve Gilnett 
through our office.  
 
A list of needs and ongoing efforts has 
been developed. They can help you discern 
your place in these efforts based on your 
skill and time available. 
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Messiah School “Scoop”      
 
 The Trike-a-Thon for St. Jude was 

held April 15. 
 Enrollment at MLS continues to be 

stable. 
 Teacher/Staff appreciation is the week 

of May 2 – May 6. 
 MLS will join with Messiah Lutheran 

Church for Night at the Ballpark on 
May 12. 

 The end-of-year program for our pre-
school will be Thursday, May 26 at 
6:30. All are welcome! 

 Summer packets will be available 
soon. The theme this summer will be 
the Olympics. School age enrollment 
will be limited to 24. 

 The playground build will be sched-
uled for a Saturday in May. Watch for 
details and the sign-up sheet. 

 Check out our school Facebook page 
at Messiah Lutheran School to see 
what the kids are doing throughout 
the month.  

 Pack the Pantry is continuing. Please 
see the narthex table for a list of items 
if you’d like to contribute non-
perishable items for school use. 

 We are continuing to do tours and ac-
cept enrollments.  If you have any 
friends or family looking for childcare 
please send them our way. 

 The school will be giving a quarterly 
tithe to the church based upon the 
amount of money available. 

 The School Board is continuing their 
search for a director. If you know of 
someone who might be a good candi-
date, please have them contact the 
church office. 

 
     Julie Mielke, Acting Director 
 

Want Financial Peace?  
 
Messiah Lutheran will be hosting Dave 
Ramsey's Financial Peace University.  
We are so thrilled about what this pro-
gram has the power to do in each of your 
lives. Can you imagine what your life 
would be like if you had NO Payments …if 
you were completely debt free!?!   
  
This class will show you how to get there 
no matter where you are right now. By 
the end of the class the average family 
pays off more than $5000 in debt and 
saves almost $3000. Most importantly, 
you’ll learn how to handle the money God 
entrusts you with His way and what it 
means to have true financial peace.   
  
All sessions will be held at at Messiah Lu-
theran Church in the Fellowship Hall. Go 
ahead and make plans to be at our kick-
off coming up on Sunday, May 1st at 
12:30 PM where you’ll find out all about 
the class! It’s a free preview. You don’t 
want to miss it, but if you do, we will also 
be hosting an additional preview class on 
Tuesday May 10th at 6:30 PM. Everyone 
is welcome, so share this news with any-
one you think might be interested or 
benefit from this class. 
 
The nine sessions are scheduled to for-
mally begin on Tuesday, May 17th at 6:30 
pm and continue each Tuesday through 
July 12th. Registration instructions will 
be shared soon. Fee for the class and ma-
terials is currently $93 (plus $9.30 ship-
ping).  
 
Believe me, this is the most fun you will 
ever  have learning how to handle money! 
Please join us! 
To register, go to: 
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/
locations/class/1017867 
If you don't have access to the internet or 
need other assistance in registering, 
please contact Daren Williams (240-638-
6198) or email dmaxw@hotmail.com) 
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Charlie Absher; Adam Dworak, Sr.; Paul 
Knab; Pat Motley; Rev. How ard Thime; 
Janice (Thomas) Wainwright; Dick & 
Evelyn Wright. 
 

We pray for our extended family: 
 
Diane Beverly, friend of the Florios; 
Courtney Hilliard, friend of the Whirleys; 
Family & Friends of Timothy Hubert, 
Pat’s brother; Family & Friends of Mary 
Key; Bobby Moyer, brother of Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; The Rev. Samuel Mo-
zolak, father of Karen & Michael Morris; 
Annette Pfohl, friend of Messiah; Jordan 
Powers, great-nephew of the Whirleys; 
Mary Saunders; Tim Schroeder, nephew 
of Roger; Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of 
Jeffrey Weaver (Susen); Family & Friends 
of Doug Walker; Betty Watts, friend of 
the Whirleys; Betsy West, friend of JoAn 
Firebaugh; Wyatt Woodham, infant 
grandnephew of Sally and Charlie Bennett; 
Our veterans, their fellow soldiers & their 
waiting families, especially Andrew Addair 
& LJ Spray; The People & Pastor of All 
Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in Kenya, In-
dia, Ethiopia, Turkmenistan, and Viet-
nam.  
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. Unless we hear otherwise, names 
will be removed quarterly. 

May  4 Elliot Hendrickson 
 10  Leroy Deere 
 12  Jessica McKenna 
 23  Dale Umberger 
 26  Mac McAllister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May  18  Bonnie & Adam Dworak Sr. 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 

@MessiahMech 
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Feast of Philip & James, Apostles 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM God & Me  
        (Scout Badge Program) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12:00 PM Worship Team Mtg. 
     12:30 PM Financial Peace University  
        (FREE Sample Session) 
2   Commemoration of Athanasius 
     10:30 AM Worship at 
        Hanover Adult Center 
3   1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
4   International Firefighters Day 
     Martin Luther becomes 
        “Knight George” (1521) 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
5   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
6   Pastor @ Training 
7 
8 Commemoration of Julian of Norwich, 
        Renewer of the Church 
     Mother's Day 
     Warrant for Luther Issued (1521) 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM God & Me  
        (Scout Badge Program) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group * 
 

9 Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf,  
        Renewer of the Church, Hymn writer 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     7:30 AM Pastor @ VCC Mtg. * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
        (FREE Sample Session) 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
11 12:30 PM Pastor @HCSO 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
12 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study (Off Site) 
     6:35 PM LFS Baseball Outing 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
13 Pastor's Day Off 
14 Feast of Matthias, Apostle 
     Pastor Off 
     6:00 PM Men in Mission  
        Gathering Begins * 
15 Manna Sunday 
     Peace Officers Memorial Day 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages  
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
16 Pastor @Lutheran-Episcopal 
        Conference * 
17 Pastor @Lutheran-Episcopal 
        Conference * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
        (CANCELLED) 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University  
18 Pastor @Lutheran-Episcopal  
        Conference * 
     7:00 AM Hanover County Police 
         Memorial Breakfast * 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
19 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
20 First Council of Nicea Meets (325 AD) 
     Pastor's Day Off 
21 Armed Forces Day - Thanks to all our  
        veterans serving near and far! 
     9:00 AM Council Retreat * 
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22 Trinity Sunday 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12:00 PM Church Cleanup Event! 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group * 
23 6:15 PM Mutual Ministry Mtg. 
24 9:30 AM Pastor @Richmond Conference 
        of Pastors * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
25 12:30 PM Pastor @HCSO 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
26 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study  
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
27 Commemoration of John Calvin, 
        Renewer of the Church 
     Last Day of Preschool 
     Pastor's Day Off 
28 
29 Commemoration of Jirí Tranovský 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
30 
31 Feast of the Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:30 PM Financial Peace University  
 
 
* Off site      

Police Week 
 
Peace Officers Memorial Day pays tribute 
to the local, state, and Federal peace offi-
cers who have died in the line of duty. The 
Memorial takes place on May 15, and Po-
lice Week is the calendar week in which 
the Memorial falls. Our church others in 
the community plan to honor local law en-
forcement during this week with special 
church sign messages and social media 
posts. Pastor Lou serves as one of our 
Hanover County volunteer police chaplains 
and as state chaplain with the Virginia 
Crime Clinic (serving Federal, state and 
local law enforcement and professional se-
curity).  
 
If you would like to send a card or mes-
sage of thanks or support to our local 
agency, you can contact them at: Hanover 
County Sheriff’s Office, 7522 County Com-
plex Road, Hanover, VA 23069. For volun-
teer opportunities, visit:  
hanoversheriff.com/  

VBS coming soon! 
 
Our Cave Quest Vacation Bible School is 
scheduled for the evenings of August 10-
14. If interested in helping with planning, 
chaperoning groups, or with decorations, 
crafts, games, food, or skits, please con-
tact Kristine Florio. Applications will be 
posted on our website and available at 
our welcome table mid-May.  

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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School security 
 
As previously shared in bulletins, newslet-
ters and congregational meetings, please 
remember that our facility is locked for the 
safety of our students and staff during 
business hours (7:00 am – 6:00 pm). There 
is a doorbell available to the left of our 
glass doors to request access. If you have 
an issued key, you are required to check-
in with staff or our office administrator im-
mediately upon entry.  
 
We have had trespassers previously, and it 
can’t be expected that school staff will 
know who you are or your purpose for be-
ing on site without your cooperation. Any 
suspicious activity is to be reported as 
needed. Due to past security incidents, 
staff have been requested to contact law 
enforcement rather than further confront 
people refusing to identify themselves. For 
the safety of the children, Messiah mem-
bers are expected to follow the requests of 
staff regarding access to the building dur-
ing school hours.  
 
If you ever are passing by our property 
and see anything you deem suspicious, 
please call the Hanover County Sheriff’s 
Office non-emergency number (804-365-
6110). Thanks in advance for your assis-
tance.  

Fusion youth group! 
 
Our Fusion Junior/Senior High Youth 
Group of All Souls Episcopal and Messiah 
Lutheran is scheduled to meet on Sunday, 
May 8, and Sunday, May 22 at the Atlee 
House (9077 Atlee Rd.) at 4:30 pm.  
 
For more information, contact Andy Crane 
(All Souls) or Glenda Schroeder (Messiah).  

Confirmation class forming 
 
A new confirmation class will form this 
Pentecost. Usually, candidates are in 8th 
or 9th grade, but others may inquire about 
participation. Through the confirmation 
curriculum, discussions and activities, we 
learn more about our faith and life in the 
church. It is designed to prepare members 
for adult membership. If interested, please 
contact Pastor Lou. 

Special thanks to… 
 
 Megan Bow er, Donna Haynes, and 

Dorothy Dejong of All Souls Episcopal 
for heading up the God & Me scout 
badge program for Messiah and All 
Souls members this year.  

 Dean Gustafson, Steve Gilnett, Kevin 
Hendrickson and Jon Koeppen for 
seeking to reenergize our property team 
efforts.   

 To all those who supported our Relay 
for Life efforts this year! 

Congratulations! 
 
Blessings of love and happiness be upon 
Joseph and Tammy (Zimmer) Simpkins. 
They were married on Saturday, April 16, 
2016 in Ohio at Tammy's family farm. 
Please pray for the happy couple as they 
begin their life together as husband and 
wife.   



Shepherds Team update 
 
We have several members of the congrega-
tion who have been trained in offering 
home communion and the visitation of 
those in need to supplement our pastor’s 
efforts. We would like to expand the pro-
gram to have volunteers help contact visi-
tors or those who have been away from 
worship, provide support for families in 
grief, and other pastoral care issues. Peo-
ple may participate as they feel called and 
able. If this sounds like a ministry for you, 
please contact Pastor Lou. We’ll have new 
training sessions soon. 
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In the Breaking of the Bread: 
Finding Christ in Full Com-
munion 
 
The Virginia Lutheran-Episcopal Joint 
Committee is sponsoring a clergy confer-
ence led by noted liturgists Gordon 
Lathrop and Neil Alexander at Shrine 
Mont Retreat Center, Orkney Springs, VA. 
This continuing education/retreat event is 
especially designed for clergy and rostered 
leaders of Lutheran and Episcopal 
churches in Virginia, May 16-18, to fur-
ther cooperation where possible. Bishops 
of the Metropolitan DC/Metro Virginia 
Synod of the ELCA, Virginia Synod of the 
ELCA, Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, Epis-
copal Diocese of Southern Virginia, and 
Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern Vir-
ginia will be in attendance and preside at 
worship. Vicar Amelie (All Souls Episco-
pal) and Pastor Lou (Messiah Lutheran) 
have been asked to share about the many 
ways our congregations cooperate in min-
istry during the conference. 

In Christian sympathy 
 
We give thanks for the Christian lives and 
witness of Mary Key and Douglas Walker.  
 
Mary Key, an early member of Messiah, 
served on council, as our organist, and in 
many other capacities over the years. Mary 
died on Friday, April 8, 2016.  
 
Doug Walker was the husband of our cur-
rent music minister, Debbie Walker. He 
died on Monday, April 18, 2016.  
 
Please continue to pray for all those who 
grieve.  

Calling all Wandering Lutherans! Inter-
ested in a spring outing and lunch at 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden? Contact 
Pastor Lou. Upon assessing interest, we 
will select a day most suitable for the ma-
jority of the group in the later part of May. 
One of the top gardens in the US, it was 
recently voted America's #2 public gardens 
by USA Today. It is also recognized by the 
Travel Channel as a best botanical garden 
and has earned many other awards and 
recognitions.  

The Worship Team meeting will be held 
in the sanctuary on Sunday, May 1st, at 
noon.   
 
All are welcome! 
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 American Cancer Society Office  
Volunteer – Glen Allen, Va 
Are you looking for an opportunity to vol-
unteer within the Richmond area? The 
American Cancer Society's Glen Allen of-
fice is always looking for individuals to as-
sist in the following duties: Front Desk As-
sistant; Making Phone Calls for Relay For 
Life or Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer; Various projects that may include 
printing, cutting, sorting, folding, etc.; an-
swering calls at the front desk; Relay For 
Life data entry; Assisting guests that visit 
the office; organizing inventory; and sort-
ing mail. If this sounds like something you 
may be interested in, and you are available 
to volunteer for two or more hours per 
week, call (804) 527-3700 for more infor-
mation. 
 
• Memory Bear Sew er – Medi Home 
Health and Hospice, Glen Allen 
Do you have a passion for sewing and 
would like a way to give back to a hospice 
family? Please help us make a difference 
by being a part of our Memory Bear Sew-
ers program. As a part of our Bereavement 
Program, families can bring in a garment 
from their departed loved one for our 
Memory Bear Sewers to make teddy bears 
out of. We then give these Memory Bears 
back to the family as a keepsake and re-
membrance of their loved one. Call Travis 
Kennedy at 804-282-4301 for more infor-
mation. 

 

Pentecost 
 
In the New Testament, Pentecost was the 
occasion of the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Apostles and other followers of 
Jesus Christ, as described in the Acts of 
the Apostles 2:1–31. The church will re-
member this momentous occasion on Sun-
day, May 15th. Common symbols for the 
Holy Spirit are fire and/or a dove. Join us 
for worship, and for family fun, we invite 
you to wear red to help mark the day.   
 
 

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from Social Ministry 
 
 
•   Making Lunch – Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Richmond 
The Ronald McDonald House provides a 
home-away-from-home for critically ill 
children and their families. We also aim to 
help reduce stress and burdens for any 
families seeking medical treatment in 
Richmond. We are looking for volunteers 
to help prepare lunches for our staff to de-
liver to families at the hospital on Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
mornings, as well as during the day on 
Sundays. Volunteers will purchase all of 
the ingredients to make individually 
wrapped sandwiches and a few things on 
the side as well! Contact Diana Villarreal 
at 804-355-6517 for more information. 
 
•   Watch the Wild – Nature Abounds; 
Richmond, Virginia 
Watch the Wild ™, a program of Nature 
Abounds needs your help in observing the 
"wild" in your community. As a Watch the 
Wild ™ volunteer, you observe and report 
what is taking place in your community, 
from trees and plants to weather and wild-
life activity. In as little as ten minutes, 
your observations help us to understand 
how our eco-systems are changing and 
help us to adapt for the future. Being a 
Watch the Wild ™, volunteer is very easy. 
All you need to do is: choose a location or 
route to observe, whether it be your back-
yard, a route you drive regularly, or an 
area that you play, visit, or hike in regu-
larly. Then record your observations and 
report your observations to us via mail or 
email. Contact Volunteer Team at 814-
765-1453 or go to 
info@natureabounds.org for more informa-
tion. 
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MCEF highlights 
 
 THE FOOD PANTRY served 188 families 
during March. The first quarter of 2016 
found 43 new families signing up at the 
pantry. Messiah's May focus will be 
canned fruit such as peaches, fruit cock-
tail, applesauce and mandarin oranges. 
Other non-perishable items are always 
welcomed, including soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste and individually wrapped 
toothbrushes. 
 
 THE HANOVER SENIOR RIDES minis-
try gave 65 rides in the month of Febru-
ary. Please call 357-9360 or email Of-
fice@4mcef.com if you are interested in 
helping with this ministry as either a 
driver or a coordinator. Drivers choose 
their rides to fit their schedule. 
 
 SAVE THE DATE - Saturday, August 27 
the 2nd MCEF Community Olympics at 
New Highland Baptist Church. More  
details to follow. 

Power in the Spirit is an inspirational con-
ference for everyone who wishes to explore 
God’s call to service through joyous wor-
ship, Bible study, keynote addresses, 
workshops, and fellowship. It will be held 
at Roanoke College, July 14-16, and you 
are invited! This year’s theme: By God’s 
Grace – This is most certainly true.  
 
For more information or to register, visit  
http://vasynod.org/annualevents/power-
in-the-spirit/  

National Day of Prayer 
 
Join your neighbors in prayer for our com-
munity, state and country on Thursday, 
May 5th, the National Day of Prayer. A 
special ecumenical service is being offered 
at Historic Pole Green Church at 5:30 pm. 
Pastor Lou has been asked by the Foun-
dation to help preside at the program. The 
event lasts about 30 minutes, is free and 
open to the public.  
 
The Foundations mission: To preserve the 
historic Polegreen Church site and com-
memorate the struggle for civil and reli-
gious freedom in Colonial Virginia by Rev. 
Samuel Davies and the Hanover Dissent-
ers. 

5th Annual Battling Cancer 
5k Run/Walk  
 
Kyle Pfohl, was a 17 year old high 
school student, when he decided to try 
to do something to support his 
mother, Annette, and others like her 
fighting cancer. As part of a school 
project, he founded the Battling Can-
cer Run/Walk 5k in Fredericksburg in 
2012. Since its inception, the event 
has raised over $65,000 to help the 
Mary Washington Hospital Founda-
tion and VCU Massey Center care for 
local cancer patients. Please spread 
the word, or come out and support the 
Battling Cancer 5k Run/Walk. The 
event is on Sunday, June 21, at 8:00 
am. To register, visit battlingcancer-
race.com  
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
June, 2016 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, May 15th 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

Faith and love 
 
 The two chief things are faith and 
love. Faith receives the good; love gives 
the good. Faith offers us God as our own; 
love gives us to our neighbor as his own.  
 
—Martin Luther 

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
 

 

Sunday, May 8th 


