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Holy Week & Easter! 
 
Walk with Jesus and contemplate his walk 
to the cross for our sake. Palm Sunday be-
gins this special week on Sunday, March 
20. Messiah’s Easter celebrations are pri-
marily on Sunday, March 27. We hope you 
can join us!! 

 
 
 
 Palm Sunday service, pro-
cession with palms,  10:45 am  
 
 

 
 Holy Monday – Cursing the Fig Tree, 
                                                     6:00 pm 
 Holy Tuesday – Jesus predicts his 

death,                                      6:00 pm  
 Holy Wednesday – “Spy Wednesday,” 

Judas conspires against Jesus,  
                                 6:00 pm 
 
 
 Maundy Thursday – Last 
Supper remembered with first 
communion,              7:00 pm 
 

 Good Friday 
  
   Service of Three Hours 
– meditative service during 
the hours Jesus died,  
              12:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

   Special Good Friday Service - 
“Hearts of Stone,”                     7:00 pm 

 
 Great Easter Vigil (Saturday) with All 

Souls Episcopal - begins with a Service 
of Light and the dedication of our new 
Paschal Candle, readings on the his-
tory of our Salvation,               7:00 pm 

 
 
 Easter Sunrise Service, 
traditional format -    7:30 am 
 
 
 

 Traditional pancake breakfast by 
M.O.M. (Men of Messiah),  

                                   8:30 am – 10:00 am  
 Kid’s activities start at 9:30 am with 

our popular Easter Egg Hunt at  
                                                   10:10 am 
 Easter Festival Worship- blended for-

mat with InSync -                  11:00 am 
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Private Confession for Lent 
 
Especially during the season of Lent, 
many people seek a fresh start and re-
newed walk in faith. A time of consulta-
tion, confession and discernment with 
your pastor might help. Martin Luther 
called private confession a “healing medi-
cine,” and it remains completely confi-
dential. If you would like to meet with our 
pastor, write pastor@mlcas.org or call 
804-615-0576. 

And the Golden Halo winner is… 
 
Lent Madness is a Christian education tool 
matching up saints of liturgical calendars 
in an elimination bracket. With each vote, 
participants learn more about the saint’s 
Christian witness and history of the 
church. The favorite wins the coveted (and 
symbolic) Golden Halo. The fun comes to 
an end on Spy Wednesday, March 23rd. 
Check out LentMadness.org to learn more. 
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in love. It wants to take hold of our lives 
and transform them, but it won’t do so 
through violence. We need to willfully sur-
render.   
 
Jesus is the vine, and we are the 
branches. Christ taught this. We are 
meant to stay connected to one another 
and to him. We are intended to help each 
other grow. Don’t cut yourself off. Come 
back if you have been away. Don’t let hu-
man faults or failing, yours or that of oth-
ers, separate us. Don’t give into the dark-
ness of sin and shame when the light of 
the Resurrection offers us forgiveness. 
(Reach out to others with that same light!) 
No matter your burden or business, cast 
all your cares upon Jesus for he cares for 
you (1Peter 5:7). Let nothing keep you 
away! 
 
Then, leaving your old self in the tomb, go 
and follow Jesus. Be church with us and 
all the saints. As Martin Luther said, 
“Anyone who is to find Christ must first 
find the church… Now the church is not 
wood or stone, but the company of people 
who believe in Christ.” The tomb is empty, 
and our hearts newly beat with expecta-
tion. It is Easter and time for us to leave 
the tomb of our past behind.  
 
Jesus isn’t there. He’s among the living. 
He wants you and I to join him there for-
ever. Surrender your heart. Follow Jesus. 
Discover the resurrection at work in your 
lives. I pray for a blessed Holy Week and 
Easter Season for one and all. May it lead 
us to a new life in Christ Jesus.  
 
  — Pastor Lou 
 
Note: Our Good Friday service theme for 
2016 is “Hearts of Stone.” Revisit Christ’s 
tomb with us at 7:00 pm. Rediscover his 
great love for you. We hope our service 
proves a special time of reflection and 
transformative worship experience.   

Pastor’s message… 
 
Hearts of Stone 
 
A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will re-
move from your body the heart of stone and 
give you a heart of flesh. (Ezekiel 36:26) 
 
One of the great promises of the Hebrew 
scriptures is that God intended to give us 
a new heart and spirit to replace our 
hearts of stone. This great work has been 
started through Christ’s resurrection, the 
Spirit at Pentecost, and the gift of faith. 
The process continues throughout our 
lives as we seek to follow Jesus and grow 
in intimacy with Christ and his church. It 
is supported through our shared life and 
blessed Sacraments, Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, means of grace. 
 
Yet even with this great promise, we can 
take our eyes off the goal. We can become 
distracted by the world and our love can 
grow cold. We can ignore fertile soil and 
choose to hide in the weeds the world of-
fers us – sometimes not even recognizing 
it. So as we began our Lent together, I 
challenged all of us to put our hearts into 
this season of renewal. I asked each of us 
to rededicate our bodies, minds and souls 
to Christ, and see what fruit of the Spirit 
grows. 
 
Lent is meant to be a kind of springtime 
bringing new life and order to our lives. 
Yet in the end, we are all led to the wood of 
the cross and cold stone of the tomb.  
Jesus lost his life, his body cold and stiff, 
so that we might truly live and our hearts 
beat with his love. As unlikely as it might 
seem, we must go to the tomb to discover 
abundant life.  
 
For there like a blooming seed, the power 
of the resurrection sprung from Christ’s 
own heart on a Sunday morn more than 
two thousand years ago. Its power still 
reaches out through the ages to each of us 
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Messiah School news      
 
• Enrollment is continuing to grow and 
for that we are grateful.  Our toddler room 
is now full. 
 
• We are looking to have doors installed in 
the toddler and infant room so that we 
can expand our services. 
 
• We are getting ready to kick off our 
spring fundraiser with Yankee Candle.  
The items in the catalog are definitely eye 
catching.  Please see the school table for a 
catalog and let us know if you would like 
to participate. 
 
• In order to keep you better informed, we 
have been sharing our newsletter on our 
Facebook page and have provided copies 
on the narthex table for your review. 
 
• We are still working with Home Depot 
and hope that our playground will be 
completed soon 
 
• We are currently accepting enrollment 
for our summer program 
 
• The St. Jude Trike-A-Thon will be held 
in April.  Anyone interested in donating 
please see a board member. 
 
 
Julie A. Mielke, Acting Director 
 
The School Board is: Erna Jung - church 
member, Julie Mielke - parent liaison, 
Donna Shaw - church member, Diana 
Sondor -  chairperson, Susie Weaver - 
Council liaison, Lou Florio –Pastor. 

Items requested for  
children's Easter Egg hunt 
 
The Fellowship Committee will have a col-
lection box/basket in the narthex for 
those who would like to donate small, in-
dividual wrapped candies or treats for the 
annual Easter Egg hunt. Store bought 
prefilled eggs are also welcome. We can 
use "some" plastic eggs to fill, but thanks 
to generous donations of "recycled" ones 
we may not need as many empty plastic 
eggs this year. @MessiahMech 

Do you have a favorite chili recipe, or 
want to try a new one? Messiah's annual 
chili cook-of will be held  
 

Saturday evening, March 12,  
starting at 5:00.  

 
Don't want to make chili, but love to eat 
it? We need lots of tasters and judges. We 
will be serving those "go with" baked po-
tatoes and hot dogs, too! 
 
Please mark your calendars and see the 
sign up sheet in the narthex. 
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Charlie Absher; Adam Dworak, Sr.; Mary 
& David Key; Paul Knab; Pat Motley; 
Rev. Howard Thime; Mark Thomas; 
Janice (Thomas) Wainwright; Doug 
Walker; Dick & Evelyn Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family: 
 
Diane Beverly, friend of the Florios; 
Kathy & Family; Virginia & Johnnie 

Collie, parents of Johnnie Collie; Family 
and Friends of Catherine Drazenovich, 
John’s mother; Ann-Marie Emerson; Bar-
bara Ladd & Family, former MLS family; 
Angela Markovich, Kristine Florio’s 
mother;  Family and Friends of John L. 
Minter; The Rev. Samuel Mozolak, fa-
ther of Karen & Michael Morris; Wolfgang 
Niklas,  brother of Erna Jung; Annette 
Pfohl, friend of Messiah; Evelyn Poulsen, 
Roger Schroeder’s mother; Jordan Pow-
ers, great-nephew of the Whirleys; Ed 
Promin, relative of Marilyn Gunn; Tim 
Schroeder, nephew of Roger; Jim 
Schw erdtfeger, son of Charlie Schwerdtfe-
ger; Kathleen Schwerdtfeger, mother of 
Charlie Schwerdtfeger; Lorna Snook, 
mother-in-law of Jeffrey Weaver (Susen); 
Our veterans, their fellow soldiers & their 
waiting families, especially Andrew Addair 
& LJ Spray; The People & Pastor of All 
Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in Sudan, 
Iran, Libya, and Yemen.                                           
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. Unless we hear otherwise, names 
will be removed quarterly. 

March 11  Bonnie Dworak 
        16  Chrisann Hatfield 
  20  Susie Weaver 
  21  Bee Newell  
  24  Lisa Ravizza 
  25  Judy Schwerdtfeger 
  27  Donna Shaw  
  29  Victoria Hatfield 
 
 
March  5  Roger & Lois Schroeder 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays &  
anniversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 

Easter Joy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Through this blessed exchange, in which 
Christ changes places with us (something 
the heart can grasp only in faith), and 
through nothing else, are we freed from 
sin and death and given his righteous-
ness and life as our own.” 
 
                                      —Martin Luther 
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Commemoration of George Herbert 
     11:30 AM Pastor @MCEF Mtg. 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Worship Watch Mtg. * 
2 Commemoration of John & Charles 
        Wesley, Renewers of the Church 
     Read Across America Day/Dr. Seuss'  
        Birthday 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Lenten Supper & Program 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
3   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
4   Pastor's Day Off 
     World Day of Prayer 
5   7th Day (6th & 7th Grade Retreat) 
6   7th Day (6th & 7th Grade Retreat) 
     Girl Scout Sunday 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12:00 PM First Communion Class 
7 "Spread the Word to End the Word"  
        Day 
     Commemoration of Perpetua &  
        Companions, Martyrs 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
        Hanover Adult Center 
     6:00 PM Relay for Life Mtg. 
8   7:30 AM Pastor @ VCC Mtg. * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
9 Martin Luther Awarded Bachelors in  
        Biblical Studies (1508) 
     6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 

9   6:30 PM Lenten Supper & Program 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
10 Commemorationof Harriet Tubman and 
        Sojourner Truth, Renewers of Society 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
11 Pastor's Day Off 
12 Commemoration of Gregory the Great,  
        Bishop of Rome 
     5:00 PM Chili Cook-Off 
13 Daylight-Saving Time Begins 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12:00 PM First Communion Class 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group * 
14 Happy Pi Day! 
15 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
16 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:30 PM Lenten Supper & Program 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
17 Commemoration of Patrick, Bishop & 
        Missionary 
     St. Patrick's Day 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
18 Pastor's Day Off 
19 Feast of Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 
20 Manna Sunday 
     Palm Sunday 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     12:00 PM First Communion Class 
21 Commemoration of Thomas Cranmer, 
        Bishop of Canterbury & Martyr 
     World Down Syndrome Day 
     6:00 PM Holy Monday Service 
22 Jonathan Edwards, Teacher & 
        Missionary 
     9:30 AM Pastor @Richmond Conference 
        of Pastors * 
     9:45 AM Get Ready VA: Tornado Drill 
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22 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Holy Tuesday Service 
     7:00 PM Women's Bible Study 
23 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     6:00 PM Holy Wednesday Service 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
24 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     6:30 PM Brownie Troop #557 Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah Lutheran: Maundy 
        Thursday Service 
     8:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
25 Feast of the Annunciation & The  
        Commemoration of St. Dismas 
     7:00 PM Good Friday Service 
26 7:30 PM All Souls' Episcopal Easter  
        Vigil 
27 7:30 AM Sunrise Worship Service  
        (Traditional, Messiah Lutheran) 
     8:30 AM Easter Pancake Breakfast 
        (MLC)         
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:30 AM Easter Activities for Kids 
     10:10 AM Easter Egg Hunt (Messiah) 
     10:45 AM Festival Worship Service for  
         the Resurrection of Our Lord  
         (Blended, Messiah Lutheran) 
     4:30 PM Fusion Youth Group * 
28 
29 Commemoration of Hans Nielsen 
        Hauge 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
30 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Atlee House) 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
31 Commemoration of John Donne, Poet 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
 
 
* Off site      

We always give thanks 
for our youth, but espe-
cially as they celebrate 
important steps on their faith walk with 
Jesus. During Holy Week at our Maundy 
Thursday service at 7:00 pm, we will re-
member the institution of the Lord’s Sup-
per and recognize our First Communion 
Candidates for 2016. We invite you as part 
of the body of Christ and their family of 
faith to join in the celebration. Also, it is 
not too late to have your youth join us in 
preparation. Candidates must commit a 
course of study with Pastor Lou on March 
6, 13, and 20 immediately following Sun-
day worship. We will discuss and learn 
about what we hope to be our life-long 
participation in this important means of 
grace.  
 
Please pray for all our youth, but espe-
cially for this year’s First Communion can-
didates.  

 (& Bake) 
 

Please spread the word by email, social 
media and personal invitation. Our an-
nual Fish Fry is scheduled for Friday, 
March 18, 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm. Baked fish 
will also be available. Dine-in or take-out, 
either way you are in for a wonderful 
meal. We plan to again to also offer our 
popular drive through option to order and 
pick up your meal. So, spread the news 
far and wide, then come hungry! Rain or 
shine, the fish will fry, so come on by! 
 
 If you can help, please speak with Kevin 
Hendrickson or contact our office.  

                Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 
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Introducing online giving! 
 
Visitors and members can now make do-
nations on-line or through a mobile web-
site to Messiah Lutheran Church.  We 
hope this makes the process of donating 
easier for our on-line and mobile soci-
ety.  To do so, visit our webpage, Messiah-
Mech.com, and select the “Stewardship” or 
the “Updates!” tab. Then select the 
ONLINE GIVING or DONATE button.  For 
those with a mobile phone, you can scan 
this image (right) and your phone will take 
you directly to a mobile version. 

Other ways to help… 
 
 
Register your Kroger’s card, and Krogers will donate a percentage of what 
you spend. You can register your card online at the krogerco.com/
community, click “community rewards,” and follow the prompts. It is that 
easy! Whenever you use your Krogers Card, Messiah will automatically re-
ceive a donation.  
 

 
Register one time at Amazon Smiles, and you can shop for thou-
sands of items from the convenience of your own home while bene-
fitting Messiah’s ministries. Check it out at smile.amazon.com. 

 
 
Register at igive.com and select Messiah Lutheran as your charity of 
choice. Then, shop with hundreds of major vendors through their website 
or use their helpful apps in your browser. Messiah will get a portion of all 
your purchases.  
 

 
Thanks to our Finance and Stewardship Teams for developing these new opportunities to 
support our ministry! 

Last call: M.O.M.’s Needed 
 
It’s that time of year again, when the Men 
Of Messiah, known affectionately as 
“M.O.M.,” get together to cook the annual 
Easter breakfast for all the rest of us. 
 
Both cooks and servers are needed, with 
on-the-job training available. We need 
more new helpers, as we have lost some of 
our previous volunteers. 
 
If you, Man of Messiah, are willing to lend 
a hand, contact Bill Weaver (559-3503).  
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Growing a Rule of Life”  
continues… 
 
This year’s Lenten program has been very 
popular. Why not come and see what all 
the hubbub is about?  
 
Each Wednesday until Holy Week, we 
gather in our Fellowship Hall at 6:30 PM 
for a simple meal of soup and bread 
hosted by the ministry teams of Messiah 
Lutheran and All Souls Episcopal.  
 
At about 7:10 PM, we will share in this 
year’s discussion based program for Lent, 
“Growing a Rule of Life.” Why a rule of life? 
Why disciplines? These habits act like a 
trellis for our faith to grow! 

  Remembering a  
  great Lutheran… 
  Dr. Seuss! 

 
Theodor Seuss Geisel (March 2, 1904 – 
September 24, 1991), a life-long Lutheran 
and better known by his pen name, Dr. 
Seuss, was a famous American writer and 
cartoonist. Best known for his children's 
books such as The Cat in the Hat, Green 
Eggs and Ham, How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas and other classics, his books 
have become staples for many children 
and their parents. Seuss' trademark was 
his rhyming text and outlandish creatures. 
He also wrote under the pen names Theo. 
LeSieg and Rosetta Stone. Many of his 
works have a moral and ethical center.  
On each anniversary of his birth, Read   
Across America Day, the National Educa- 
tion Association encourages young read-  
ers to have their imaginations sparked   
through a good book.  

The Richmond ReelAbilities 
Film Festival, March 3-6 
 
The Weinstein JCC is proud to partner 
with the Richmond community to bring 
the ReelAbilities Film Festival to Rich-
mond, VA for its 5th year. The Weinstein 
JCC has long been committed to working 
with individuals with special needs in a 
caring and supportive environment. They 
have been at the forefront of creating an 
inclusive atmosphere for their partici-
pants. Our commitment to bring ReelAbili-
ties back to Richmond each year allows 
them to engage the greater community in 
support of individuals and families of all 
abilities. You’re invited to join them at one 
or all of their showings.  

To learn more or get tickets, visit 
richmond.reelabilities.org. 
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Group Interview and Information Ses-
sion is scheduled for April 21 6-8pm. 
Leaders-in-Training placed at camp 
programs. Camps held at differ-
ent locations throughout Hano-
ver County. Summer Sneakers ses-
sions run Monday-Thursday 8am-
4:30pm. Discovery camp sessions run 
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm. All LITs 
must participate in staff training June 
20-23. Leaders-in-Training may be 
scheduled to volunteer for Summer 
Sneaker sessions or Discover Camps. 
Leaders-in-Training selected to volun-
teer notified in May. For more informa-
tion go to this website: http://
www.hanovercounty.gov/Volunteer/
Parks-_-Recreation-Volunteer-
Opportunities/ or call (804) 365-7150. 

 
 Mechanicsville Companions: Volun-

teering with At Home Care Hospice al-
lows you the unique opportunity to 
open your heart to our patients and 
families. This inspiring experience can 
transform both the volunteer and pa-
tient while developing genuine friend-
ships. Volunteers help bring joy and 
hope to our patients' lives by listening 
to their life stories and easing their 
fears. Our volunteers come from all 
walks of life, different ages, and with 
different educational and ethnic back-
grounds. Companion/Respite volun-
teers provide ongoing support and re-
assurance to patients and their fami-
lies residing at home or skilled nursing 
facilities. Respite care allows caregivers 
to take care of necessary errands, get 
some time away or just take a nap. We 
ask that volunteers commit to at least 
six months of service and volunteer 
every week, every other week, or at 
least once a month for 1-3 hour peri-
ods. The Volunteer Services Coordina-
tor can accommodate volunteers with 
different schedules. Don't hesitate if 
you work a full-time job, we still need 
you! For more information go to http://
www.athomecare.com/.  

 

 

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from Social Ministry 
 
 Encouraging Notes: Are you creative? 

Do you love to write?  Help us create 
some encouraging notes for dialysis pa-
tients.  There are over 11,000 patients 
on dialysis in Virginia. Dialysis patients 
are in kidney failure and must visit the 
dialysis clinic every other day for sev-
eral hours until they can receive a 
transplant. The average transplant wait 
time is 3-4 years.   It is often exhaust-
ing and overwhelming. You can gather 
as a group or do it as an individual. 
Use preprinted note cards or create 
your own cards. Write your own notes 
or use sample phrases from other 
cards or the internet. Use any writing 
medium you want. As long as it’s from 
the heart, it can’t be wrong. Contact 
Susan Manuel, 804-288-8342, at the 
National Kidney Foundation Office, 
1622 East Parham Road Richmond, VA 
23228 to turn in your cards. There is 
no required number to make. At the 
end of each quarter, NKF will schedule 
a time to drop off notes to patients at 
the clinics. 

 
 Leader-in-Training--Day Camps: The 

Leader-in-Training (LIT) program 
brings rising 9th – 11th graders into 
our summer youth programs as lead-
ers, counselors and mentors. The ap-
plication and selection process takes 
place December – March annually for 
the upcoming summer. High school 
students who enjoy working with ele-
mentary age children sought to 
be LIT’s for Hanover County Parks and 
Recreation Summer Sneakers camps or 
Discovery camps. Leader-in-Training 
applicants must submit county appli-
cation and attend Group Interview ses-
sion. Application deadline is April 10. 
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MCEF highlights 
 
 HANOVER SENIOR RIDES provided 23 

rides in the month of January. Volun-
teer ride coordinators are needed to 
schedule rides for seniors. This can be 
done from your home computer. Please  
call 357-9360 or email.                     
Office@4mcef.com if you are interested 
in helping this ministry. 

 
 RELAY FOR LIFE will be held at Pole 

Green Park from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. on 
Friday, April 29. Watch our bulletins 
for more information. 

 
 AARP is providing FREE TAX HELP in 

the Goodwill Building. Call for appoint-
ment (804) 417-6721. 

 
 
Question? Contact Pat or Glady Hubert 

World Council 
of Churches: 
Refugee Crisis 
Campaign 
 
Last fall, Messiah of-
fered a Sunday discus-

sion group on the current refugee crisis. 
To help end the suffering, members of the 
World Council of Churches are being 
asked to join in taking 60 seconds to 
watch a short video, share it, and show 
their support for peace talks in other ways 
online. “UN estimates say around 220,000 
people have been killed in this senseless 
war with many millions displaced,” said 
Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, the general sec-
retary of the WCC. “With the prospect that 
serious talks may begin to end this con-
flict, we urge all parties to seize the chance 
to finally end it.” The appeal is primarily a 
social media initiative – those supporting it 
can “sign” the appeal simply by liking, 
sharing, and retweeting the appeal 
through their own social media channels.  
 
Use hashtag #SyriaCrisis. Watch the video 
and find resource links on our “Updates” 
page at MessiahMech.com. 

Special thanks to… 
 
 Sally Bennett, Donna Combs and all 

those who helped organize our Lenten 
suppers 

 Dean Gustafson for developing our 
online giving options.  

 Our newest council members: Sharon 
Addair, The Rev. Dr. Howard Thime, 
and Susie Weaver. 

Free at ChurchNext for Lent 
 
A complete five part Lenten curriculum 
based on Trinity Institute’s 2016 confer-
ence, Listen for a Change: Sacred Con-
versations for Racial Justice, contin-
ues. Speakers include the presiding 
bishop of the Episcopal Church. Register 
at ChurchNext.tv. 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
April, 2016 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, March 21st 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

Daylight-Saving Time Begins 
March 13, 2016  

Roanoke College wins 
grant for Theology Institute    
  
The Eli Lilly Foundation has awarded 
Roanoke College a $100,000 grant to es-
tablish a Theology Institute for rising high 
school juniors and seniors, starting with 
a week-long session for 30 youths next 
summer and hopefully continuing annu-
ally for three or four years.             
 
"The idea is to raise up a new generation 
of lay and ordained leaders, young people 
who need to be attuned to what's going 
on in the world," said Dr. Ned Wisnefske, 
chair of the college's Religion/Philosophy 
Department.  
 
Read more about this and more news from 
the Virginia Synod in “The Virginia Lu-
theran” newsletter at  http://vasynod.org 


