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Worship time survey  
Results announced 
 
Surveys turned in: 
 67 total surveys were turned in. That is 

almost 68% of 99 assigned envelope 
numbers and almost 57% of 118 names 
on our address list. 

  
The question posed: 
For the health and continued growth of 
the church, would you be open to Messiah 
only offering one service on Sunday morn-
ings? 
Results indicated 61 YES votes; 5 NO 
votes; 1 no response to agreeing to go to 
one service. 
 
Time of Service survey results: 
 10:30 am worship; SS 9 am; 34 votes; 

52.3% 
 11 am worship; SS 9:30 am; 11 votes; 

16.9% 
 9:30 am worship; SS 10:45 or 11 am – 

6 votes; 9.2% 
 9 am or 9:30 am worship – 4 votes; 

6.1% 
 9 am worship; SS 10:30 or 11 am – 4 

votes; 6.1% 
 8 am worship; SS at 9:30 or 10:00 am 

– 3 votes; 4.6% 
 8:30 am worship; SS at 10:00 am – 1 

vote; 1.5% 
 No response – 1 vote; 1.5% 
 Start time doesn’t matter – 1 vote; 1.5% 

Church council believes these results 
demonstrate that the congregation is open 
to considering a change to one worship 
service. After lengthy discussion of the 
above results on July 21, per a vote of 9 
Yes; 1 absent, council voted to begin one 
worship service on Rally Day, Sunday, 
Sept. 13. Sunday school will be at 9:15; 
worship will be at 10:45.  
 
Please see any council member if you have 
questions or concerns about this change 
in our Sunday worship and Sunday school 
times.  

This fall, experience 
God anew through our many  

opportunities for group Bible study  
and discussion: 

Details on page 4 
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Church Cleaning & Property Day – 
9/20 
 
Help us gear up for fall!  
 
Join your brothers and sisters in Christ 
for a light lunch followed by many forms of 
service at the church – preparing for our 
visitors and guests, caring for what God 
has entrusted to us.  

Gentle living 
Continued from page 3 
 
ways need God and one another. The 
Spirit works in community despite our 
human frailty and sin. Community is the 
vehicle Christ has chosen to move his 
mission forward – asking for faith, hope 
and love rather than our perfection.  
 
Christ’s peace be with you, 
Pastor Lou   
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Pastor’s letter 
 

Gentle Living 
 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you 
to lead a life worthy of the calling to which 
you have been called, with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. (Eph. 4:1-3) 
 
By now, word is spreading that there are 
some big changes going on at Messiah, 
and change is never easy for anyone. Our 
new worship time was generated by multi-
ple requests to our worship team by lay 
members. Your elected leaders took this 
forwarded request (as with all inquiries by 
members) very seriously. They offered a 
survey to try to better discern preferences 
and insights, but they also have been 
reading and discussing articles, studies 
and books on congregational life, growth, 
and attendance patterns. They have con-
sidered historic practices at Messiah and 
the current practices of other congrega-
tions. They wrestled with the lack and in-
consistencies of our financial and volun-
teer resources. They have attended re-
treats and workshops on stewardship and 
mission to help serve God, the church, 
and you better. I thank them for their ser-
vice. 
 
Your council made such efforts as much of 
the literature and research indicates that 
leading by seeking consensus alone tends 
to kill churches. Such church polity has 
been shown to promote both stagnation 
and discord. It can easily pit brothers and 
sisters against one another through lobby-
ing, alliances and simple votes – breaking 
apart congregations as people take sides; 
resulting in support of what’s popular and 
not necessarily God’s call or what’s pru-
dent. Governing the church by consensus 
isn’t biblical in and of itself. Yes, your 
council needs to consider the desires, ex-

pressed needs, and possible reactions of 
others out of love, but the church has al-
ways called leaders forward to use their 
God given gifts and seek the will of the 
Spirit all the more.   
 
As promised when this process started, I 
said I would agree to whatever was 
deemed best for the health of the church. I 
did not vote on this matter, and I tried to 
play a Devil’s Advocate to all views. In the 
end, your elected leadership unanimously 
made their decision fully knowing not eve-
ryone would likely be happy or accommo-
dated. They hope to promote health and 
stability in our shared mission.  
 
No matter how you feel about this deci-
sion, I encourage all of us to remember 
our ultimate strength is found in loving 
God and one another even amidst differ-
ences. We won’t always agree as Chris-
tians. None of us always make the right or 
best decisions as human beings. Yet pro-
moting unity and peace while continually 
seeking God’s guidance is always our best 
way forward.  
 
I encourage all of us not only to give this 
effort a chance, but also to voice your 
questions, concerns or alternative ideas 
gently and in love to your council. If you 
feel called to do so, run for council or par-
ticipate in ministry teams. I ask that you 
pray for patience, guidance and wisdom – 
for your own, but also for mine, the coun-
cil’s, and the church’s benefit. Pray espe-
cially for those you feel are “enemies” or 
are failing you at any level.  
 
The survey made clear that we are a very 
eclectic group with extremely varied needs 
and preferences. Worship styles, atten-
dance patterns, giving and volunteering 
are dramatically changing across denomi-
nations. No congregation can ever meet all 
your needs any more than you can meet 
all of any congregation’s needs. Yet, we al- 
 
                               Continued on page 2 
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Story, Two parts; Gospels: Unexpected 
Good News; Genre: Rhythm of the Text; 
Interpretation: Scripture Reads Us; Grace: 
Love is the Bottom Line. Confirmation 
candidates are required to attend. We 
meet in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
Daily Discipleship Bible Study –  
most Tuesdays at 1:30 pm 
 
Pastor Lou facilitates a lectionary based 
study. We look ahead to next Sunday’s 
preaching text. Along with helping your-
self, you’ll also help Pastor Lou prepare for 
Sunday’s sermon through sharing your 
questions, stories and insights. Come 
once, as available, or come each week. We 
meet in the narthex.  
 
Men’s Bible Study –  
Thursdays at 11:00 am 
 
This lay led Bible study and discussion 
group meets over lunch at Cracker Barrel 
(7367 Bell Creek Road South). Members 
are often joined by restaurant workers and 
other members of the public. It has proven 
a great evangelism and outreach effort. 
Come as you can and as you are. Just 
drop in or contact Jack Ordazzo for more 
information.  
 
Women’s Bible Study –  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays (Fall through 
Spring) 
 
This lay led Bible study and discussion 
group meets at Messiah in our fellowship 
hall or narthex as available. Group con-
sensus helps determine topic and style of 
the gathering. Just drop in or contact 
Marilyn Gunn for more information.  

Have you felt  
the breath of God lately? 
 
Scripture tells us, “All Scripture is 
breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, so that eve-
ryone who belongs to God may be compe-
tent, equipped for every good work” (2 
Tim. 3:16-17). Studying God’s word with 
others is an intimate way to encounter 
our living God more richly in your life. It 
will open up new insights and applica-
tions of scripture for your life in ways Bi-
ble study by yourself cannot. This fall, 
experience God anew through our many 
opportunities for group Bible study and 
discussion: 
 
Sunday School for all  ages –  
most Sundays at 9:15 AM 
 
 Preschool/Kindergarten –  
             Bible stories & heroes 
Students will learn about many important 
Bible stories and heroes through story, 
crafts, activities and song. We meet in the 
classroom next to the school office.  
 
           1st grade through 5th Grade -  
               Bible stories & heroes 
Students will learn about many important 
Bible stories and heroes through story, 
crafts, activities and song. We meet in the 
classroom next to the Fellowship Hall 
doors. 
  
          Adults & Jr./Sr High School –  
                     Animate: Bible 
Through our first topic, learn how we got 
what we now know as “the Bible” and 
how God still speaks to us through it. We 
open with a seven session, video based 
exploration of scripture led by top-notch 
Lutheran scholars. (Group discussion will 
be facilitated by Pastor Lou.) Topics in-
clude – Canon: Mining for the Word; His-
tory: Parchment to Pixel; Testament: One 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Adam Dworak, Sr.; Mary 
Key; Paul Knab; Pat Motley; Dick 
Wright; Evelyn Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family: 
 
The Allen Family, family of the Whirleys; 
Diane Beverly, friend of the Florios; 
Melvin Burrows, Paula Barwick’s grandfa-
ther; Adam Connor, cousin of Paul 
Knabb; Oakley Delph, father of Mary 
Grace; Ken Kotchey, Kristine Florio’s un-
cle; Peggy Lamm, friend of Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; Angela Markovich, 
Kristine Florio’s mother; Bennie Morlan, 
Donna Shaw's uncle; The Rev. Samuel 
Mozolak, father of Karen & Michael Mor-
ris; Wolfgang Niklas,  brother of Erna 
Jung; Annette Pfohl, friend of Messiah; 
Evelyn Poulsen, Roger Schroeder’s 
mother; Ed Promin, relative of Marilyn 
Gunn; Tim Schroeder, nephew of Roger; 
Kathleen Schw erdtfeger, mother of Char-
lie Schwerdtfeger; Lorna Snook, mother-
in-law of Jeffrey Weaver (Susen); Sandy 
Street, Donna Shaw's sister; Jose 
Villegas, Donna Shaw's nephew; The Peo-
ple & Pastor of All Souls, and our shared 
ministry; All  those persecuted in any 
way for their faith in Christ, especially 
in Colombia, Tunisia, Malaysia, and 
Mexico. 
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Andrew Addair and LJ Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up.  
 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

 
Sept.  2  Amy Delph 
  3  John DiGrazia 
  3  Charlie Schwerdtfeger 
  8  Dean Gustafson 
  8  Beth Carpenter 
 10  Sheila Whirley 
 15  Paul W. Knab 
 23  Kirsten Combs 
 24  Roberta McMillen 
 26  Jeff Weaver 
 28  Ernest Cheatham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 11  Jessica (& Ernest) Cheatham 
 28  Bill & Chrisann Hatfield 
 30  Jean (& John) Martin    
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 



September, 2015                       Messenger                                       page 6 

Calendar of events  
 
1 Messiah Lutheran Closed for Preschool  
         Preparation 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM Relay for Life Mtg. 
2 Commemoration of Nikolai Frederik 
        Severin Grundtvig, Bishop &  
        Renewer of the Church 
     Messiah Lutheran Closed for Preschool  
        Preparation 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
3 Messiah Lutheran Closed for Preschool 
        Preparation 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
4 Messiah Lutheran Closed for Preschool 
        Preparation 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule - Secretary Off  
        on Fridays 
5 
6   8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     12:15 PM Finance Team Meeting 
7   Labor Day 
     MESSIAH CLOSED 
8 First Day of Preschool and Public 
        School 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
9 Commemoration of Peter Claver,  
        Missionary 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 

11 Pastor's Day Off 
     Patriot Day 
12 
13 Commemoration of John Chrysostom,  
        Bishop of Constantinople 
     Messiah: New Worship Times Begin 
     9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     11:45 AM Rally Day/Fellowship Time 
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
14 Holy Cross Day 
     9:00 AM School Chapel 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
         Hanover Adult Center 
     6:00 PM MLS Back to School Night 
     7:00 PM MCEF Meeting * 
15 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
16 Commemoration of Cyprian, Bishop of 
        Carthage and Martyr 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
17 Commemoration of Hildegard, Abbess 
        of Bingen 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
18 Commemoration of Dag Hammarskjöld 
     National POW/MIA Recongition Day 
     Pastor's Day Off 
19 
20 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages  
        (Messiah Lutheran) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
     11:45 AM Lunch & Work Day! 
21 Feast of Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
     9:00 AM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
22 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
23 First Day of Autumn 
     Public School Closed - No Preschool  
        (Childcare Available) 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
24 Local Remembrance: Dr. Seuss 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
25 Pastor's Day Off 
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26 8:30 AM Seminary for a Day 
     9:30 AM Fall ACTS Class:  
        Lutheranism 101 * 
27 9:15 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal) 
     9:15 AM Sunday School for All Ages 
         (MLC) 
     10:45 AM Worship Service (MLC) 
28 9:00 AM School Chapel 
29 Feast of Michael & All Angels 
     Happy National Coffee Day! 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
30 Commemoration of Jerome, Translator  
        & Teacher 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
 
 
* Off site      

Reminder: 
 

Starting Sunday, Sept. 13th, 
New schedule for  

Sunday school (9:15 am)  
and  

worship (10:45 am). 

Rally Day 2015: “God at Work” 
 
Our Rally Day theme 
focuses us on how 
God works around us, 
through us and in us. 
Our day is part of the 
Virginia Synod’s Week 
of Service, September 
7-13. Please let our 
office know if you are 

volunteering anywhere in the community 
that week. We encourage you to wear your 
“God’s Work, our Hands” t-shirt if you 
have one as you volunteer or at worship. 
We hope to announce additional special 
opportunities for service during the week 
at worship soon.  
 
Along with our new Sunday school and 
worship times on Sunday, September 
13th, we’ll kick off our third series of four 
in the Narrative Lectionary cycle. This 
year, we begin with Genesis, look at a 
number of Hebrew Scriptures, and then 
embark on a detailed exploration of the 
Gospel According to Mark. The Narrative 
Lectionary allows for a more in depth in-
vestigation of scripture and promotes a 
more expository style of preaching. As eve-
ryone learns differently, it encourages the 
use of site, sound and activities to deepen 
our experience. Over all, it is hoped the 
Narrative Lectionary helps build biblical 
literacy where it is lacking. We will return 
to the Revised Common Lectionary upon 
completion of the Narrative Lectionary four 
year cycle.  
 
After our new worship together as one ser-
vice, please stay for a time of fellowship 
and fun to celebrate our new year to-
gether.  

For the Blessing of Human Labor 
 
There will be a celebration of God’s work 
through our hands on the Sunday of La-
bor Day weekend (8:00 am and 11:00 am).  
 
We’ll have readings and music exploring 
the integration of our spiritual and practi-
cal lives. Our jobs are meant to be our vo-
cations and a mission field. A special 
blessing of our labor and our children’s 
school backpacks will be offered. A lay 
person will share their personal testimony 
in a Temple Talk.  

 
 Sept. 11th 
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ChurchNext: How to forgive 
 
God's solution to the problem of broken-
ness and sin is forgiveness. Our Septem-
ber online course tells us what forgiveness 
is, why we should do it, and how to begin. 
Dr. Virginia Holeman is a trustworthy 
guide along this journey. She is an author 
(Reconcilable Differences), professor, and 
licensed psychologist and Marriage and 
Family therapist who specializes in forgive-
ness. 
 
In this class Dr. Holeman will teach us: 
 
What forgiveness is and isn’t 
Why forgive? 
How can I forgive or understand the proc-
ess of forgiving? 
Does forgiveness also mean reconciliation 
with the person who wounded me? 
 
Look for your registration email the week 
of September 7th or contact Pastor Lou 
for free access.  

Fall ACTS Class Offered 
 
The Ambassadors Community for Theo-
logical Study is intended to enrich and 
equip laity for intentional service as am-
bassadors for Christ in homes, churches, 
and in their communities. It provides com-
prehensive exposure to the foundations of 
Lutheran faith through classroom and ex-
periential education.  

Seminary for a Day at UPSem  
 
Enjoy a full day of keynote addresses and 
workshops, connections with old friends 
and new, and get a taste of what seminary 
education is like. The day features the fac-
ulty and staff of Union Presbyterian Semi-
nary in Richmond, one of the premier 
seminaries in the United States. There will 
be workshops in the morning and after-
noon, and you get to choose from the offer-
ings to best suit your interests.  
 
The registration fee of $25 includes lunch. 
Contact Pastor Lou to participate or see 
the sign-up sheet in the narthex. See 
http://www.upsem.edu/sfaday for more 
details. The Presbyterian Church (USA) is 
a full communion partner of the ELCA. 
(Pastor Lou and Vicar Nathan Huffman 
both attended this seminary.)  
 
Date & Time: Saturday, September 26, 
9:30 am – 4:00 pm. Location: 3401 Brook 
Rd., Richmond.  

Our fall topic is “Lutheranism 101: The 
Lutheran Confessions Then & Now” led by 
the Rev. Dr. Kathryn Kleinhans of Wart-
burg College. This course consists of two 
Saturday classes, September 26 and No-
vember 7 (9 am-3:30 pm) in Waynesboro 
plus five evening sessions of two hours 
each. The dates and location for evening 
sessions or small groups will be decided 
by the small group participants.  
 
The registration fee, which covers lunch 
and breaks, is $175 per person. Signup 
online at http://www.vasynod.org/
ministries/acts/.  



AC Outage 
 
We were without air conditioning for about 
a week mid-August due to a part going 
bad. The part, supplies and labor coast 
about $1800. Council will be once again 
investigating service plan options. If you 
would like to help defray the cost of the 
purchase, an additional donation can be 
made to our current fund any Sunday or 
mail the church office. Woodfin currently 
services our chiller unit (which they in-
stalled approximately 8 years ago). Boyer 
Heating & Air Conditioning currently han-
dle all other heating and air services.  
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All Things MCEF: 
 
 Sept 11, Patriotic Concert by John 

Marshall Alumni Band, 7:00 p.m. at 
Walnut Grove Church on Cold Harbor 
Road. This is the MCEF fund raiser for 
the food pantry,  bring a non-
perishable food item and a $2 dona-
tion. 

 
 Sept 19, MCEF's First Annual Commu-

nity Olympics at New Highland Baptist 
Church on Ashcreek Road. Five person 
teams will compete  in events geared 
for anyone to participate in. Team and 
volunteer applications can be found at 
4MCEF.com. 

 
 Do you have a car and are willing to 

take a neighbor to a doctors appoint-
ment, grocery shopping or to do their 
banking? MCEF Senior Rides program 
needs you. You choose the trips you 
are able to assist with. Contact  Senior 
Rides at 357-9360 for more informa-
tion about this great volunteer oppor-
tunity. 

 
Question? Contact Pat or Gladys Hubert 

Messiah Lutheran School news 
 
As most of you know in mid-July our di-
rector, Stacy Slaughter, left MLS to ad-
vance her career.  We surely miss her but 
we have had a very busy summer and lots 
of fun!  
 
Although we’ve had our challenges, the 
School Board has worked hard to main-
tain a quality program for the children we 
serve. You might see bikes, bubbles, or 
waterslides on any particular day, but 
most importantly lots of smiles and 
laughter this summer.  Our school-agers 
have been very active with trips to area 
parks and attractions as well as onsite 
activities.   Our preschoolers have been 
busy learning, and playing, as well as 
spending some time with the Hanover Po-
lice and Fire Departments.  
 
On September 8th we will be kicking off 
our 20th year and are welcoming all 
Nursery, Preschool and School age chil-
dren to come and check us out.   
 
If you have any friends or family that 
would like a loving, Christian environ-
ment, please have them call the church 
office @ 746-7134 or email 
mlcas@verizon.net. 

Worship Assistance 
 
With our move to one service, our two lists 
of volunteers for greeters, ushers, acolytes 
and assistant ministers will be merged. 
This should result on volunteers being 
called upon less often to serve. If you wish 
to be taken off the volunteer list or added 
to it, please contact our office.  
 
Healthy worship involves all of us – 
through our attendance and leadership.  
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activities may include moving small 
shrubs and fruit trees or adding addi-
tional soil to raised beds. Wear loose 
layers & bring garden gloves and any 
garden hand tools you have like a 
trowel, weeding tool, etc. Most tools will 
be provided but bring it you have 
something you like to use. For more 
information contact: Natalie Grossett-
Campbell  at http://
www.handsonrva.org/ 

 
 Villa Pals Mentoring Program - Villa 

Pals is a mentoring program for chil-
dren that attend St. Joseph's Villa. The 
program serves elementary through 
high school-aged youth. The program 
aims to improve student's level of aca-
demic achievement, attitudes toward 
self and school, awareness of connec-
tions between their school, hobbies and 
interests, and their future. They also 
aim to improve self-confidence and 
character. Things required: Back-
ground Check; Orientation or Training; 
1 hour a week for about a year. Con-
tact: Kathy Perun 804-521-5577 for 

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from Social Ministry 
 
 Memory Bear Sew er - Do you have a 

passion for sewing and would like a 
way to give back to a hospice family? 
Please help us make a difference by 
being a part of our Memory Bear Sew-
ers program. As a part of our Bereave-
ment Program, families can bring in a 
garment from their departed loved one 
for our Memory Bear Sewers to make 
teddy bears out of. We then give these 
Memory Bears back to the family as a 
keepsake and remembrance of their 
loved one. This service is provided by 
Medi Home Health and Hospice which 
is committed to providing quality, 
compassionate care to patients and 
their families in the Richmond area. 
For more information contact: Travis 
Kennedy 804-282-4301 or http://
medihospicevolunteersvir-
ginia.blogspot.com/ for more informa-
tion. 

 
 Bon Secours Healing Garden - Tricy-

cle Gardens, in partnership with Bon 
Secours Memorial Regional Medical 
Center, maintains a Memorial Court-
yard Garden at the hospital. This ex-
pansive garden is nestled next to the 
cancer wing, allowing beautiful views 
for patients, and a quiet, reflective 
space for patients, staff, and visitors 
alike. Fresh vegetables and herbs are 
grown here for use in the hospital 
cafeteria. The area needs maintenance 
year round to be visually beautiful in 
all seasons. Volunteers are needed for 
year round garden work to keep the 
garden stunning and productive. This 
may include planting new seeds, har-
vesting vegetables, weeding, compost-
ing, trimming plants, dead-heading 
flowers, watering, training vines, 
sweeping, raking, and more. Seasonal 

 Thanks to Judy Schw erdtfeger for or-
ganizing the August fellowship event at 
Sassafras Shade Vineyard.  

 
 Thanks to Sharon Addair, the Social 

Outreach team, and all those who sup-
ported our donating back to school 
supplies for our local Lutheran Family 
Services office.  
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First National Night Out a success! 
 
Thanks to Roger & Lois Schroeder and 
Judy Schwerdtfeger for their help in pre-
paring the cook-out for our neighborhoods 
National Night Out event. Along with the 
cookout, kids got to use a Justice League 
Bounce House and received stickers and 
other simple items from the Hanover 
County Sheriff’s Office. McGruff the Crime 
Dog was our special guest, along with al-
most 100 church members, community 
neighbors, and law enforcement staff dur-
ing the three hour event.  
 
Col. David Hines, our sheriff, and his 
staff send their thanks to our congregation 
for supporting this county wide event and 
national program. See you next year! 

School & building safety 
 
Welcome back to our school staff & stu-
dents! MLS returns to its regular sched-
ule on Tuesday, September 8.  
 
For the protection of our students, staff 
and property, all doors shall remain 
locked during business hours. If you use 
an issued key to access the building, 
please check in with the school staff or 
Davina in our church office to let them 
know you are on premises and why. 
There is a doorbell to the left of the glass 
doors if you don’t have a key, or call the 
office by phone for entry. Please let staff 
know as you leave. Whenever you leave 
our building be sure that the locked doors 
latch securely behind you.  
 
This past spring, we had unknown indi-
viduals gain access without authorization 
due to an unsecured door left ajar. Those 
individuals are now suspects in a theft at 
another church. Several times, staff and 
our pastor have found unlocked doors on 
Sunday morning or during the week. Re-
lated or not, money from the school’s an-
nual St. Jude trike-a-thon disappeared 
during that same time period. A police 
report is on file.  
 
Pastor Lou and Brian Glussing attended 
a church safety seminar in late August. 
Renewed efforts to better secure the 
building and protect our property will 
continue this fall. Please take a look at 
Messiah’s property when passing by. If 
you ever see suspicious persons or activ-
ity on site, please don’t hesitate to call the 
non-emergency number for HCSO (804-
365-6110). If an emergency, dial 911.  

Everest Update! 
 
We had 43 climbers and adult participants 
for our August Vacation Bible School, Ev-
erest. As we come down off the mountain, 
we give thanks for to many: Donna Combs 
and the kitchen staff, Donna Haynes and 
her craft helpers, our VBS skit troop, and 
Megan Bow er and friends who helped co-
ordinate our games. Special thanks to our 
school staff who hosted the preschool por-
tion and their volunteers.  
 
We learned a lot, but we also helped many 
through collections of needed items for 
MCEF Food Pantry, Hanover Habitat for 
Humanity, and cash donations for Lu-
theran World Relief (Nepal Earthquake 
Fund).  
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The DEADLINE for the 
October, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, September 20th 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

@MessiahMech 

CreationFest Vendor Applications 
Available 
 
If you know anyone who would like to be 
a vendor during our fall festival and pet 
blessing, please have them contact our 
office.  
 
CreationFest will be on  
Saturday, October 3 (9 am – 2 pm). 


