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Go to new heights with Everest 
 
Vacation Bible School is right around the 
corner! With a mountain climbing theme, 
Everest, we gather at base camp on Mon-
day, August 10 through Thursday, August 
14 (5:30 pm dinner, program 6:15 – 8:00 
pm) to make our climb to adventure, 
learning, fun and active worship.  
 
An adult bible study will be offered as well 
(no registration required).  
 
Registration forms are now available on 
our welcome table and posted on our web-
site. Contact Kristine Florio or our office 
to volunteer as an adult group leader or 
helper (all week or for just one night).  
 
This ministry is offered by members of 
Messiah Lutheran Church and All Souls 
Episcopal Church. Everyone welcome!  

Grow and Go potluck – 8/2 
 
Our next Grow & Go potluck event is 
scheduled for  

Sunday, August 2 following a unified 
service at 11:00 am.  

James Norman will share his personal re-
flections about his experiences with our 
youth in Detroit. He will be attending 
George Mason University as a Freshman 
this fall. 

Mark your calendar… 
 

...for an important congregational meeting 
on Aug. 16 from 9:30-10:30. We will be 
sharing information on the life of the 
church and school." 
 
Donna Shaw 
Council VP/School Board Liaison 
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 Kevin Hendrickson…..Council President 
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     Paula Barwick       Dean Gustafson                   
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 Evangelism ………..........Dean Gustafson 
 Fellowship …………..……….Steve Gilnett 
 Finance ………………………Paula Barwick 
 Property ………………Kevin Hendrickson 
 School Board ………………….Donna Shaw 
 Social Ministry ………………Gordon Gunn 
 Stewardship ……………….....Laura Harris 
 Worship ……….……………..Sally Bennett 

 
      Johnnie Collie… Treasurer  
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    Messiah on Pinterest 
 
   http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 

MLS & Survey Updates 
 
As the Messenger goes to press, council 
hasn’t met for its July meeting. Expect an 
update on our school’s health and future 
as well as on our congregation’s plan for 
the fall soon.  

Mission is a 24/7 thing… 
 
It may be summer break for many of us, 
but our shared call and mission continues 
all year long. Help sustain our ministry by 
attending worship, volunteering, partici-
pating in programs as you feel called, and 
of course through your donations. Finan-
cial gifts can be sent to the church office 
and soon over the internet.  
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Pastor’s letter 
 

Pilgrimage to the “Big D”  
A Big Success 
 
We continue to give thanks for the love 
and faithfulness of James Norman 
(Messiah Lutheran) and Megan Bower (All 
Souls Episcopal) after serving in Detroit 
during the ELCA’s 2015 National Youth 
Gathering, “Rise Up!” During their week 
with over 30,000 other Lutheran youth 
from across the United States, they wor-
shipped God, heard inspiring speakers, 
participated in meaningful service, and at-
tended concerts from leading Christian 
contemporary artists. They also made 
many new friends as they experienced 
educational and social events.  
 
As Lutherans descended on the city, De-
troit residents didn’t know what to make 
of it at first. Who were all these young peo-
ple in bright orange and other neon col-
ored shirts? They were polite and respect-
ful…even helpful. They were singing joy-
fully and proclaiming Christ’s love loudly 
through word and deed.  A news article 
seemed to lament that the downtown area 
might seem like Disneyland for a few days. 
Our youth were called by one social media 
pundit “insufferably cheerful.” Another 
person said online that it looked as if a 
Skittles factory exploded, and a new Twit-
ter hashtag was born (#SkittlesExplosion) 
to go along with the event’s #RiseUpELCA.  
Yet as our youth got to work making 
friends amongst themselves and the com-
munity, helped local area nonprofits, and 
brought life and joy to a struggling econ-
omy and distressed community, attitudes 
quickly changed. Dare I say that both we 
and the city changed? The positive energy 
was palpable as love was made concrete. 
The youth discovered a welcoming city far 
from dead. The city itself responded in 
hospitality, joy and hope. 
 
Social media captured many of the in-

sights learned as well as the opening 
hearts. One resident was amazed at all the 
youth had done. They cleaned her 
neighborhood and made murals to help 
board up empty houses while providing 
beauty as well. She said what they had 
done “has physically, mentally, & spiritu-
ally made an impact.” Another posted, 
“Have not seen this many smiling faces in 
1 place since well... ever! Thanks for visit-
ing Detroit, Ya'll come back now , Ya 
hear...” An impoverished, disabled resident 
marveled at the changes she witnessed on 
her street and the friendliness of all the 
youth. She said it was a highlight of her 
day to watch the youth at work and wave 
to them as they came and went each day.  
The most wonderful change came through 
personal interaction. High fives and hellos 
poured down the Detroit streets. Residents 
would shout out their welcome and 
thanks. Cries of “Thank you, Lutherans! 
Thank you for coming here!” and “God 
bless you!” rose up like amens at an ener-
getic Sunday morning worship. One taxi 
driver saw our group working hard clean-
ing a neighborhood on a mid-90 degree 
day with high humidity. Without being 
asked, he bought cold water for all and 
shared in friendly conversation as well. 
Choking up a bit, he said we were working 
on his grandparents’ old street. It brought 
back his boyhood memories as well as 
hope for a future in Detroit. 
 
People would say over and over again, 
“Please share the good news about Detroit 
back home,” and “Say nice things about 
our city.” Honestly, many of our 30,000 
expected Detroit to be only a filthy, crime-
ridden city. Some parents were afraid (or 
at least a bit concerned) to let their youth 
go there. Yet, we all discovered much more 
in that city: a people rising up and rein-
venting their home, a hospitable and gra-
cious welcome, yes, even new community.  
For as the week wore on, race, class and 
geographical origin mattered less and less.  
 
                                  Continue on page 4 
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National Youth Gathering 
By the Numbers 
 
1 struggling city with the shrinking popu-
lation of 688, 701 (formally over 1 million) 
 
1 Episcopal youth, 1 Lutheran youth, and 
over 30,000 others in mission over 4 days 
 
742 miles by van and over 40 miles by foot 
once there 
 
6 large art mosaics for neighborhoods 
were completed 
 
1600+ volunteers to make the event possi-
ble 
 
Over 10,000 serving in mission each day  
– in food banks, neighborhood cleanup, 
community gardens, and more with over 
600 nonprofit organizations 
 
Over $325,000 donated to the ELCA’s 
clean water project 
 
Over 588,000 diapers and 319,000 packs 
of baby wipes donated 
 
Numbers regarding painted boards to se-
cure empty houses and pints of blood do-
nated were not available at this time. Yet, 
you can be sure there were many, along 
with countless smiles, high fives, and lives 
touched by the love of Christ.  

Pilgrimage… 
Continued from page 3 
 
We were rising up as one together and 
meeting the Risen Christ already in De-
troit and at work. That’s the best news 
about Detroit. We didn’t come to save the 
city. Jesus does the saving, and we and 
city residents were now the beneficiaries 
of his blessing. 
 
Thank you for supporting our All Souls/
Messiah youth who attended. In three 
years, we might have more heading to 
Houston for the next announced Gather-
ing. Until then, ask James and Megan to 
share their experience, faith and hope 
with you. They are part of this larger 
story, but have their own unique story to 
tell. Better yet, let’s rise up together, look-
ing for the Risen Christ here in Hanover 
County, and join in his mission. Young or 
old, that’s what we’ve been called and 
sent here to do.  
 
Christ’s peace, 
Pastor Lou 

Pictures of the National Youth Gathering 
in Detroit are available on our website's 
gallery: 
 

http://www.messiahmech.com  
 

There is also more pictures and videos at 
the official 2015 Youth Gathering ELCA 
page: 
 

http://elca.org/gathering 

Copies of The Lutheran 
magazine are available, 
free of charge, on the 
table in the narthex, 
while the supply lasts. 
 
I found the article enti-
tled “Adages” particu-
larly interesting.’  
                            -Ed. 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Charlie Absher; Adam Dworak, Sr.; Mary 
Key; Paul Knab; Dawn Martin; Pat Mot-
ley; Dick Wright; Evelyn Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family: 
 
Melvin Burrows, Paula Barwick’s grandfa-
ther; Adam Connor, cousin of Paul 
Knabb; Peggy Lamm, friend of Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; Joan Laudig, mother of 
Susie Weaver; Angela Markovich, Kristine 
Florio’s mother; The Rev. Samuel Mo-
zolak, father of Karen & Michael Morris; 
Wolfgang Niklas,  brother of Erna Jung; 
Annette Pfohl, friend of Messiah; Evelyn 
Poulsen, Roger Schroeder’s mother; Tim 
Schroeder, nephew of Roger; Kathleen 
Schw erdtfeger, mother of Charlie 
Schwerdtfeger; Lorna Snook, mother-in-
law of Jeffrey Weaver (Susen); The People 
& Pastor of All Souls, and our shared 
ministry; All  those persecuted in any 
way for their faith in Christ, especially 
in Jordan, Bhutan, Comoros, Tanzania, 
and Algeria. 
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Andrew Addair and LJ Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up.  
 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

 
August  2  Katryn Combs 
    4  Doris Ewing 
    4  Bill  Weaver 
  13  Laura Dillard 
  16  Kyle Starret 
  22  Kevin Hendrickson 
  30  Patrick Collie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 9   Graham & Kristin Andrist 
  11  Johnnie & Becky Collie   
 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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Calendar of events  
 
2 9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Unified Worship Service  
     (Messiah Lutheran - Trad./Choirs Off) 
     12:00 PM Grow & Go Potluck 
3   9:00 AM School Chapel 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
        Hanover Adult Center 
4   1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:00 PM National Night Out Event 
5 
6   11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
7   Pastor's Day Off 
     Sales Tax Holiday for School Supplies 
        & Clothing 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
8   Sales Tax Holiday  
9   Sales Tax Holiday  
     8:00 AM Worship Service  
     (Messiah Lutheran- Traditional) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service  
        (Messiah Lutheran - Trad./Choirs off) 
     12:15 PM Finance Team Meeting. 
     12:15 PM VBS Preparation 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     9:00 AM School Chapel 
     7:00 PM MCEF Mtg. * 
11 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
        (Cancelled) 
 

13 Commemoration of Florence Nightin-  
        gale & Clara Maass, Renewers of  
        Society 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
14 Commemoration of Maximilian Kolbe & 
        Kaj Munk, Martyrs 
     Local Remembrance: Jonathan Daniels 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
15 Commemoration of Mary, Mother of  
        Our Lord 
16 Local Remembrance: Br. Roger of Taize' 
     8:00 AM Worship Service  
     (Messiah Lutheran- Trad./Choirs Off) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
       (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service  
        (Messiah Lutheran - Trad./Choirs off) 
17 9:00 AM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
18 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
19 8:00 AM Pastor @ Safety Training * 
20 Commemoration of Bernard, Abbot of  
        Clairvaux 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
21 Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
23 8:00 AM Worship Service  
        (Messiah Lutheran- Trad./Choirs Off) 
     9:00 AM Worship Team Meeting.  
         (immediately after the 1st Service) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service  
        (Messiah Lutheran - Trad./Choirs off) 
24 Commemoration of Bartholomew, 
        Apostle 
     9:00 AM School Chapel 
     6:15 PM Mutual Ministry Mtg. 
25 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
27 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
 
 
 
                               Continued on page 7 
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Calendar 
Continued from page 6 
 
28 Commemoration of Augustine, Bishop 
        of Hippo 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
30 8:00 AM Worship Service 
        (Messiah Lutheran- Trad./Choirs Off) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service 
        (Messiah Lutheran - Trad./Choirs off) 
31 Messiah Lutheran Closed for Preschool 
        Preparation 
 
* Off site      

Help needed 
 
Our VBS set up day is Sunday, August 
9th, after the 11:00 am service. We need 
all hands on belay, as we transform our 
sanctuary into Mount Everest.  
 
Please come and help! 

National Night Out 
 
Messiah will serve as a National Night Out 
event host site on Tuesday, August 4th, 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm. Join local law enforce-
ment for hot dogs, an outdoor movie, and 
more.  
 
The goal is to heighten crime-prevention 
awareness, build support and participa-
tion in local anti-crime programs, and 
most importantly, send a message that 
our neighborhoods are organized and 
fighting back. It’s also the perfect opportu-
nity to get to know your neighbors even 
better.  
 
Please stop by or come for the entire 
event.  

Tax holiday for  
school supplies & clothing 
 
The three-day sales tax holiday for school 
supplies and clothing begins at 12:01 a.m. 
on the first Friday in August, and ends at 
midnight on the following Sunday. This 
year the holiday will take place August 7-
9, 2015.  
 
Learn all the details through the link be-
low.  Happy school shopping! 
http://www.tax.virginia.gov 

A work in progress 
 

A Christian is always in the process of be-
coming, never in the state of having be-
come. The Christian life is not being pious 
but becoming pious, not being healthy but 
becoming healthy, not being but becom-
ing, not rest but exercise. We are not yet 
[what we are to be], but we are becoming 
it. It is not yet done and has not yet hap-
pened. It is, however, going on and coming 
to be. It is not the end, but it is the way.  
 
—Martin Luther  
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“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities from Social Min-
istry 
 
Volunteer to provide comfort & 
beauty through knitting & crochet!!!  - 
Ascend Hospice in Virginia is looking for 
talented and caring needle workers to pro-
vide comfort blankets and tactile blankets 
for terminally ill clients in the Richmond 
area through our Essence of the Journey 
Program. Qualified volunteer applicants 
will join a multidisciplinary team, receive 
training and supervision, and make a dif-
ference during an important chapter in 
peoples' lives. Woven items can provide 
special comfort and stimulation to people 
at the end of life, particularly those im-
pacted by dementia. They can also become 
beautiful keepsakes for families facing 
grief and loss. Visit http://
www.ascendhospice.com or call David 
Hassmer 804-673-1330. 
 
Data entry, phone: Volunteer Con-
nection-Intake Team American Red 
Cross – PURPOSE - to process prospective 
volunteers through the Volunteer Connec-
tion computer system. Open daily 3-4 
hours, can be done remotely after required 
free training. Address: 420 East Cary St, 
Richmond, VA 23129; phone number 804-
780-2250. 
 
 Money Management Volunteer - Sen-
ior Connections, The Capital Area 
Agency on Aging - Provide budget setup, 
checkbook balancing, and bill paying ser-
vices to seniors who remain in control of 
their finances, but need assistance in 
keeping things in order. Meets with senior 
client(s) twice a month to ensure prompt 
and accurate payment of bills, and estab-
lishes a filing system to help with reconcil-
ing monthly bank statements with check-
ing account. Requirements: Background 
Check, must be at least 18, orientation or 
training, minimum one year commitment 
preferred. Location: 24 East Cary St. Rich-
mond, VA23219, (804) 343-3000. 

project: Homes - Volunteers are 
needed  to build and assemble wheelchair 
ramps for persons with disabilities in the 
greater Richmond areas -- a great experi-
ence for groups. The ramps are a modular 
system that is built in our warehouse and 
delivered to the disabled person's home for 
final assembly and installation. Designed 
to meet all accessibility requirements, 
these units can be assembled in about a 
day using volunteer crews. Location: 88 
Carnation St. Richmond, VA 23225; 
http://www.projecthomes.org/; 804-233-
2827 
 
Front Desk Assistant for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society - The American Can-
cer Society located in Glen Allen is looking 
for volunteers who are interested in over-
seeing the front desk. Some of the tasks 
included are: answering phones, watching 
the front door, checking in guests, and 
more. The office hours are Monday 
through Friday between 8:30 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. We would need someone who is 
able to volunteer for a minimum of 2-3 
hours for 1 or more days per week. This is 
a great opportunity to add valuable skills 
to your resume while giving back to your 
community! If you are interested in learn-
ing more about this volunteer opportunity, 
please email Ryan Hearn at 
ryan.hearn@cancer.org.  
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MCEF news 
 
 First ever -  
    MCEF Community Olympics 
Saturday, September 19, 2015, At New 
Highland Baptist Church, New Ashcreek 
Road, 8 am to 12:30 p.m. 
Teams of 5 will compete in all 5 events-
basket ball throw, frisbee toss, balloon 
toss and catch, corn hole toss, and 
spoon/egg relay. Any one can participate, 
age, skill and gender neutral.  All this for 
tax-deductible donation of $100 per team. 
Registration forms available on-line at 
http://WWW.4MCEF.com. See poster in 
the narthex for more information. Maxi-
mum of 50 teams, first come, first served. 
 
 There is still an urgent need  
    for drivers, if  you can give just one 
person a ride to a doctor's appointment, 
MCEF Senior Rides program  needs you! 
Your only obligation is to provide the rides 
that you volunteer for. Contact 357-9360 
or Dirsrrides@4mcef.com for more infor-
mation. 
 
 Manna Sunday for MCEF is the 3rd 
Sunday of each month. Please continue to 
place non-perishable food items in the gro-
cery cart in the narthex any day but espe-
cially the 3rd Sunday. 
 
Question? Contact Pat or Gladys Hubert 

World hunger challenge 
 
Inspired by our elementary/k/pre-k Sun-
day school classes, an adult member of 
the congregation made a matching gift of 
$110 for their collected donations to the 
ELCA’s World Hunger program. They did 
so challenging all others able to do so to 
donate a matching gift of $110 as well. 
Let’s see how much good can come from 
our elementary agers’ generosity.  
 
The challenge will continue through Au-
gust.  Note “World Hunger” on your 
check/envelope.  

Global Leadership Summit 
 
The annual Global leadership Summit 
held by the Willow Creek Association is set 
for August 6-7, 2015 (9:30 am – 5:45 pm). 
Atlee Community Church is the local sat-
ellite site, and you are invited.  
 
The Summit is a world-class experience for 
leaders who want to get better. Everybody 
has influence and the responsibility to 
lead well. When cultivated in a culture of 
Christ-centered leadership, your influence 
can change lives and the organizations in 
which you lead. Leaders worldwide lever-
age the Summit to sharpen their skills and 
to unleash the full potential of their teams. 
Join more than 260,000 leaders around 
the world at The Global Leadership Sum-
mit 2015. Cost is $209 per person.  
 
Learn more and register at: http://
www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/ 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
September, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, August 16th 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

@MessiahMech 

We are the church that shares a 
living, daring confidence in 
God’s grace. For us as the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica, this faith comes through the 
good news of Jesus Christ and 
gives us the freedom and the 
courage to wonder, discover and 
boldly participate in what God is 
up to in the world. Liberated by 
our faith, we embrace you as a 
whole person — questions, com-
plexities and all.  
 
from the document entitled “Building 
Awareness of Our Church,”  ELCA; 
http://elca.org/Resources 


