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  for July worship 
 
 In July, we will join 
 with All Souls Epis- 
 co pal once again to 
 help us live out our 
 denominations’ full  
 communion agree 
 ment, give thanks for 
our partnership in 
ministry, and celebrate 
summer.  
 

All July, both congregations will have one 
service at 9:30 am. Special events include: 
 
7/5 Celebrate Independence Day with us 
through festive hymns and more. We’ll 
seek to reflect upon our responsibilities as 
Christian citizens and support a local non-
profit helping veterans and their families. 
Pot luck facilitated by All Souls Fellowship 
team follows. (Episcopal liturgy) 
 
7/12 Commissioning of our All Souls & 
Messiah youth attending the National 
Youth Gathering in Detroit  
(Lutheran liturgy) 
 
7/19 Special musical guest  
(Episcopal liturgy) 
 
7/26 Celebrating the return of our youth 
mission with testimony about their trip 
and a special fellowship time  
(Lutheran liturgy) 

Traveling?  
Taking Sunday off from church? 
 
Actually, we are the church all the time! 
Please support our shared ministry even 
while away.  
 
Mail your offering to our office at 8154 At-
lee Rd., Mechanicsville, VA 2311.  
 
Also, check back at our new Stewardship/
Donation page at MessiahMech.com. 
Online giving opportunities will be offered 
soon.  
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Your 2015 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
 Kevin Hendrickson…..Council President 
 Donna Shaw ……….……...Vice-President  
 Laura Harris ……….…..…........ Secretary 
 
     Sally Bennett            Jon Koeppen 
     Paula Barwick       Dean Gustafson                   
     Steve Gilnett             Gordon Gunn 

 
Council  Liaisons 

 Christian Education ……….Jon Koeppen 
 Evangelism ………..........Dean Gustafson 
 Fellowship …………..……….Steve Gilnett 
 Finance ………………………Paula Barwick 
 Property ………………Kevin Hendrickson 
 School Board ………………….Donna Shaw 
 Social Ministry ………………Gordon Gunn 
 Stewardship ……………….....Laura Harris 
 Worship ……….……………..Sally Bennett 

 
      Johnnie Collie… Treasurer  
      Bill  Weaver... Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Bob Griffin,  

Dick Wright and Pat Hubert. 

    Messiah on Pinterest 
 
   http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 

Surveys update  
 
Thanks for the great participation and 
honest sharing. Council is at work prayer-
fully reflecting upon your answers and the 
potential opportunities and challenges be-
fore us. No decision has been made as of 
yet regarding moving to a single worship 
time.  
 
Expect a letter in the mail soon to update 
you on our discernment process. 

 To Donna Combs & the fellowship 
team for sponsoring the picnic 

 
 To all those who provided food & fel-

lowship at pour picnic 
 

 To all those who completed our congre-
gational survey 
 

 To Stacy Slaughter for faithful service 
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Pastor’s letter… 

Relax & Let Go – Always! 
 
For everything there is a season, and a 
time for every matter under heaven…
(Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
 
Life is indeed challenging, but when the 
theology of our faith meets the bumpy 
roads of our lives, we are reminded that 
God will make all things work for the good 
of those who love him. Our Lord is sover-
eign, all powerful, omnipresent, omnis-
cient, all knowing, all loving, and you 
know what? God loves you. So, we don’t 
need to walk alone, and we were never 
were meant to do so. Our lives are not 
meant to be about pressure or time 
crunches, although those do happen. The 
fate of the world doesn’t rely on us even if 
it sometimes feels that way. Our God is, 
well, our God. We need to trust rather 
than work and worry.  
 
True, we were created to share in God’s 
creative, redemptive work, but we are not 
God. We never will be. So, God provides us 
with a call to Sabbath, a time for rest, wor-
ship, and reconnecting to God and one an-
other as a community. God provides us 
with people to love, care for and walk with 
us, called family, friends and church. And 
if these should ever fail you as humans 
sometimes do? God in his Word directs us 
to cast all our cares upon Christ, for he 
cares for us.  
 
We aren’t to shirk our responsibilities. We 
aren’t to hang back when called to act. We 
are not to forsake the assembly as some 
are prone to do. Yet we can let go, and let 
God do the heavy lifting in our lives 
through the grace and forgiveness offered 
to us. The refreshing Fruit of the Spirit is 
always at our disposal:  love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, generosity, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control. We 
don’t have to work for them. Yet, we need 
to slow ourselves down and savor their 

taste. We need to seek them out even 
when they seem most far off.  
 
As the world seemingly goes crazy, we are 
called to discernment. Rather than asking 
what God is doing, we ask, “What should 
we be doing to help?” Sometimes there will 
be lots to do. Many more times the answer 
is “ do nothing” due to our powerless-
ness… nothing other than watch and wait 
in hope… nothing other than pray for 
God’s will to be done in our lives and the 
courage to live it out… nothing other than 
trusting that God’s Spirit is at work in the 
craziness around us and battling for our 
welfare just as promised.  
 
What good does worrying do? In his Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus said it does no 
good at all. The wisdom of God isn’t as 
hard to live out as we might at first think. 
Do what you can as you feel called to do. 
Seek to love God and neighbor as yourself. 
Yet also recognize God’s authority and love 
reigning over your life. You don’t have to 
be in control of everything. You don’t have 
to be your own savior. You can let God 
and others seek to love you, even as you 
seek to love them. Trust God to do what 
we cannot. The pressure is off.  
 
At work or on vacation, rest in the Spirit 
that is reaching out to you. Attend to the 
Spirit and let it direct your path. Trust 
God in all things. Those who have God’s 
love have enough. This is the true wisdom 
of God.  
 
As an old saying goes, “Growing closer to 
God isn’t the result of working harder, but 
of surrendering more.” So, relax, and let 
Christ complete his work in you. The 
Spirit will make your paths clear and is 
there to catch us when we fall.  
 
Wishing you a joyful summer  
with spiritual growth, 
Pastor Lou 
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The board is also working hard to get the 
school back on stable structural and fi-
nancial footing. They anticipate the school 
will remain open and return to financial 
health.  
 
With the transition, MLS has been adver-
tising employment opportunities. Current 
employment information is available in 
our narthex and at MessiahMech.com. 
Open positions include: Interim Director, 
Teacher’s Aide (part-time), Cook (part-
time). Please invite your friends and 
neighbors to apply.  
 
Further questions can be directed to the 
lay leaders of the School Board: Diana 
Sondor (Chair), Donna Shaw (Council Li-
aison), Erna Jung (At-Large Member), 
Julie Reiss Mielke (Parent Representa-
tive).   

Director Stacy Slaughter has resigned 
from Messiah Lutheran School (MLS) to 
pursue another opportunity effective July 
10, 2015. We give thanks for her faithful 
service during challenging economic 
times and wish her well.  
 
MLS is currently meeting all of its payroll 
and outside business debts. Due to finan-
cial pressures from declining enrollment 
and past customer defaults, MLS has not 
paid rent to our congregation since No-
vember, 2014. The congregation has not 
needed to provide direct aid to keep MLS 
open of late, but these continuing eco-
nomic challenges do affect our congrega-
tion’s anticipated budget – in deficit at 
this time.  
 
Plans are being discussed to help pro-
mote new MLS development efforts and 
gain support from the wider community. 

Messiah Lutheran School (MLS) update 

MLS employment opportunities: 
 
Learn more at  
http://messiahmech.com/work-with-us/   
 
Please pray for our school and its board 
during this transition period.  

Relay For Life—Thank you! 
 
Approximately ten members of Messiah 
actively supported our relay team this 
year. The event was held Saturday, June 
2oth at Kings Dominion’s campground. 
Donations are still coming in, but we ex-
pect Messiah will end up raising approxi-
mately $1000 for the American Cancer So-
ciety this year.  

“Battling Cancer” a success 
 
Kyle Pfohl’s efforts to support his mom’s 
fight against cancer started as a high 
school project. This year, the Battling 
Cancer 5k Run/Walk welcomed approxi-
mately 400 participants in its fourth out-
ing. Over $50,000 has been raised in sup-
port of cancer research and patient care.  
 
The Pfohls, like family to Pastor Lou and 
Kristine, are regular visitors at Messiah. 
Annette, a seven-time breast cancer sur-
vivor, has been on our prayer list for 
many years. Thank you for your contin-
ued interest and support! 
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We pray for each other: 
 
Adam Dworak, Sr.; Mary Key; Dawn 
Martin; Pat Motley; Dick Wright; Evelyn 
Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family: 
 
The Allen Family, friends of the Whirleys; 
Melvin Burrows, Paula Barwick’s grandfa-
ther; Gw enn Clark, friend of the 
Schwerdtfegers; Oakley Delph, husband 
of Amy; Adam Connor, cousin of Paul 
Knabb; Ann Garrett, friend of the 
Whirleys; Joan Laudig, mother of Susie 
Weaver; Angela Markovich, Kristine Flo-
rio’s mother; Family & Friends of Alex 
Moore, HCSO deputy; Bennie Morlan, 
Donna’ Shaw’s uncle; The Rev. Samuel 
Mozolak, father of Karen & Michael Mor-
ris; Wolfgang Niklas,  brother of Erna 
Jung; Annette Pfohl, friend of Messiah; 
Ed Promin, relative of Marilyn Gunn; 
Tim Schroeder, nephew of Roger; Kath-
leen Schwerdtfeger, mother of Charlie 
Schwerdtfeger; Lorna Snook, mother-in-
law of Jeffrey Weaver (Susen); Sandy 
Street, Donna Shaw’s sister; Kathy 
White, friend of Donna Combs; Friends & 
Family of Dorothy Whitton, aunt of Judy 
Schwertfeger; The People & Pastor of All 
Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in the Pales-
tinian Territories, Brunei, Laos, China. 
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Andrew Addair, Michael Knepper and LJ 
Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up. 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

July    1    Liane DiGrazia 
  2   Pat Motley 
  3   Jackson Koeppen 
  6   Paul Nicholson 
 10  Olivia Dillard   
 12  Eva Andrist 
 17  Dawn Martin 
 17  Jack Ordazzo 
 22  Bob Griffin 
 23  Johnnie Collie 
 29  Graham Andrist  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
July   2  Steve & Donna Shaw 
 25  Kevin & Brandi Hendrickson   
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Secretary on Vacation 
2 Martin Luther Swears to Become a  
        Monk During a Thunderstorm (1505) 
     Secretary on Vacation 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
3   Feast of Thomas, Apostle 
     MESSIAH CLOSED 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Secretary on Vacation 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
4   Book of Concord First Published in 
        English in 1851 (New Market, VA) 
     Independence Day 
     9:30 AM Special Summer Worship:  
    Faith & Patriotism (All Souls & Messiah) 
6 ChurchNext: Spirituality and Garden 
        ing with Christine Sine (Ends) 
     Commemoration of Jan Hus 
     Youth: Launch Retreat * 
     9:00 AM School Chapel 
7   Youth: Launch Retreat * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
8   Youth: Launch Retreat * 
     Power in the Spirit * 
     Youth: Launch Retreat * 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
10 Pastor's Day Off 
     Power in the Spirit * 
 

10 Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
     Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
11 Commemoration of Benedict of Nursia 
     Power in the Spirit * 
12 Commemoration of Nathan Söderblom 
     9:30 AM Special Summer Worship: 
        Commissioning of Youth for Mission 
         (All Souls & Messiah) 
     12:15 PM Finance Team Mtg. 
13 9:00 AM School Chapel 
     7:00 PM MCEF Mtg. * 
14 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
15 NYG: Rise UP! (Detroit, MI) 
16 Anniversary of the Great Schism (1054) 
     NYG: Rise UP! (Detroit, MI) 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
17 Martin Luther Enters Monastary (1505) 
     NYG: Rise UP! (Detroit, MI) 
     Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
18 NYG: Rise UP! (Detroit, MI) 
19 NYG: Rise UP! (Detroit, MI) 
     9:30 AM Special Summer Worship:  
        Special Musical Guest  
        (All Souls & Messiah) 
20 9:00 AM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
21 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
22 Feast of Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
23 Commemoration of Birgitta of Sweden,  
        Renewer of the Church 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
24 Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
        Secretary Off on Fridays 
     7:30 PM People International Show  
         benefiting CVA Friends of L'Arche * 
25 Feast of James, Apostle 
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Calendar 
Continued from page 6 
 
26 9:30 AM Special summer Worship:  
        Rise Up! Detroit inspired worship  
        event (All Souls & Messiah) 
27 9:00 AM School Chapel 
28 Commemoration of Johann Sebastian 
         Bach, Heinrich Schütz, &  
         George Frederick Handel, Musicians 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
30 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
31 Pastor's Day Off 
     Summer Schedule -  
         Secretary Off on Fridays 
  
* Off site      

Summer school? 

Sunday school returns with Rally Day, 
Sunday, September 13, 2015.   

In the meantime, don't forget our online 
class with ChurchNext: Spirituality & Gar-
dening.  

Contact Pastor Lou regarding how to sign-
up for the class.  

Notes of gratitude 
 
 The family of Paul David Cannon 

thanks you for the lovely flowers that 
were sent to his services on April 24th 
and 25th, 2015.  

     It was very appreciated. 
 
 - Betty Cannon & family 
 - Paula Barwick 
 
 Dawn and Jean want to thank Pastor 

Lou for being there for us. Thanks to 
all for the beautiful flowers, cards and 
the food. Most of all, for the prayers 
and love -- that and God’s grace pulled 
us through.  Thanks so much  

 
           - The Martin Family 

ChurchNext for July:  
Handling work-life balance 
 
Learn how your faith can help you deal 
with the epidemic of work-life imbalance. 
In this online course, Dr. David Gray 
teaches us how our faith can help us live a 
more balanced and fulfilling life.  
 
The course is free for Messiah members 
and friends. Keep an eye out for an email 
with registration information or contact 
Pastor Lou. The course begins July 15th.  

James Norman graduated from Hanover 
High School in June. He will be headed off 
to Fairfax this fall to attend George Mason 
University. May God bless him as he starts 
this new adventure. 
 
A note from James: 
 
Hello, I wanted to send this message as a 
thank you to the church. For the past 
years of my life, you have embraced me, 
accepted me, and now you're sending me 
off to college, and I wanted to thank you 
all for helping me get there. The money I 
received has gone directly to my college 
account, and will be used to pay tuition. I 
can't thank you enough for not only the 
money, but for all the support over the 
years. Whether it was to send me to Kai-
ros, Wintercel, or any other youth event, 
you have been there for me. Thank you so 
much Messiah Lutheran for all that you 
have done. 
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Delightful, family-friendly show to 
benefit Friends of L’Arche Central VA 
 
 
People International, Inc. presents “The 
World is Ours,” an uplifting musical per-
formance to delight persons of all ages and 
abilities. Bring friends, children and 
grandchildren! Enjoy a great show and en-
hance life for persons with disabilities in 
our area. 
 
When/Where: Friday, July 24, 7:30 PM; 
Hermitage High School Auditorium 
Tickets: $10 each (will be on sale through 
our church office and on Sundays) 
 
People International, Inc. (PII) evolved from 
Up with People or the Sing Outs (e.g. Sing 
Out South). PII shares positive messages 
through musical performance to benefit 
charity. 
 
Friends of L’Arche enhances life for per-
sons with disabilities today and plans 
L’Arche homes for tomorrow. L'Arche hon-
ors the dignity of each person–those with 
disabilities are companions, friends, & 
teachers; not clients, patients, or service 
recipients. 

Your help is needed 
 
First of all: A huge "thank you" goes out to 
those of you who have helped with the 
casseroles for Messiah's school and child 
care.They are Susie Weaver, Jean Wight-
man, Sharon Addair, Donna Shaw , 
Becky Collie, Erna Jung, & Anne Mason. 
 
Secondly: We really need your help to  
continue this program as we (A)collect food 
items and (B)prepare casseroles each 
month to supply the school with one day's 
lunch for each week. In the summer that 
means two (2) casseroles each week as 
there are additional children in the pro-
gram at that time.  
 
If you want to know why I am so interested 
in our school, I'll tell you what a joy it was 
for thirteen years to watch the children of 
the school learn life lessons-simple things 
like sharing, taking turns, tying shoes, 
putting on coats, making friends, counting 
and alphabet, singing "God Bless Amer-
ica", and not-so-simple things like sitting 
in chapel or classroom Bible study, learn-
ing The Lord's Prayer, hearing about God's 
love for them as well as all people, and 
learning to trust Him. Nothing has ever 
made my heart any happier. 
 
If you can help: (A)Please stop by the table 
in front of the bulletin board in the nar-
thex to see what is needed for the coming 
month. You may sign up to bring in one or 
two food items or an entire casserole's fix-
ings. And (B)Please check out the casse-
role prep date and time,usually the last 
Saturday of the month at 10:00am, and 
sign up to help with that if you can. 
 
If you have questions about any of this, 
please feel free to call me at 559-4277 or 
email me at maudiegunn@yahoo.com. 
 
 - Marilyn Gunn 

Congratulations! 
 
We rejoice with the Williams family over 
the birth of their second son, Wesley.  
 
We pray for Wesley's health and happiness 
throughout all his years.  
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Club is looking for energetic, passionate, 
and reliable people to help curb summer 
learning loss. Experience in youth develop-
ment is preferred, but not necessary. The 
ideal candidates would be willing and able 
to commit to 15-20 hours a week. High 
school students (16 and up) looking for 
community service hours and college stu-
dents are encouraged to apply.  
Contact:  The Salvation Army  
http://www.SalvationArmyCentralVA.org 
for more information. 
 
  Jane's Cookie & Milk Hour – Ronald 
McDonald House Charities of Richmond. 
Like to create, bake, and serve cookies? 
Have a mouthwatering recipe that you're 
dying to share? Well pack up your flour 
and chocolate chips (or your favorite slice 
'n bake brand!), grab a gallon of milk, and 
bring it to the families of the Ronald 
McDonald House for cookie and milk hour! 
Come with your own ingredients and pre-
pare an early afternoon treat in our fully-
stocked kitchen. Perfect for a handful of 
people or experienced single bakers. For 
more information contact: rachel@rmhc-
richmond.org.  

World Hunger Challenge 
 
On the day of our picnic, mem-
bers of our elementary age Sunday school 
class presented $110 for the ELCA’s World 
Hunger program. The money was collected 
throughout their year together during 
Sunday school.  
 
Inspired by their accomplishment, an 
adult member of the congregation made a 
matching gift of $110. They are challeng-
ing all others able to do so to donate a 
matching gift of $110 as well.  
 
Let’s see how much good can come from 
our elementary agers’ generosity! The chal-
lenge will continue through August.  

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
     from Social Ministry 
 
Dive into Action Today  
      and Swim for MS - Swim for MS en-
courages volunteers to create their own 
swim challenge while recruiting online 
donations to support the Multiple Sclero-
sis Association of America (MSAA). There 
are no specific locations, date, or time - 
you can swim at any pool, any time! You 
can participate individually or recruit a 
team.  Please  visit SwimForMS.org to reg-
ister. The top fundraiser each month will 
receive an autographed photo of US 
Olympic Gold Medalist and Swim for MS 
Ambassador, Missy Franklin! Through 
the participation of Swim for MS, you will 
help to us spread awareness of multiple 
sclerosis and promote the positive bene-
fits of swimming for people of all ages and 
skill levels.  
For information contact:  
http://support.mymsaa.org/volunteer. 
 
  Community Kitchen Assistant - 
25,000 children in the metro Richmond & 
Petersburg area often go hungry. Would-
n't you like to help end hunger too? Vol-
unteers are needed to assist at the CVFB 
Community Kitchen with meal prepara-
tion, packaging and delivery. Available 
days: Monday - Fridays from 9:00-1pm 
and from 1:00-4:00pm. Requirements & 
Commitment: Must be at least 16; 
Weekly, at least thrice a month required; 
Application process at http://
www.feedmore.org/.  
 
 Boys & Girls Club Brain Gains Volun-
teer - Each year over 43 million youth 
miss opportunities to bridge what they 
have learned from school year to school 
year. That's why Boys & Girls Clubs of 
America is pleased to present Summer 
Brain Gain – a fun, interactive learning 
program designed for summer in the 
Club! The Salvation Army Boys and Girls 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
August, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, July 19th 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

@MessiahMech 

Vacation Bible School signup for 3+ 
through 5th graders continues on our 
website.  
 
You can also join us as an adult Bible 
study participant or volunteer.  
 
Contact Kristine Florio at 540-898-1212  
or Kristine.florio@uspto.gov.  
 
Dates: August 10-13, 5:30 pm dinner, 
6:15 – 8:00 pm program. 
  
Youth application: http://
messiahmech.com/vacation-bible-school/ 


