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Like any family, part of our being a family 
of faith together includes opportunities for 
fun and fellowship. So, you and your 
guests are invited to join us for our always 
popular (and tasty) picnic on Sunday, 
June 14th.  
 
Our fellowship team will provide drinks 
and the main course. Bring a side or de-
sert to share if you can as well as any fa-
vorite yard games (bocce, badminton, 
horse shoes, etc.).  
 
We’ll have Sunday school for all ages at 
9:30 AM followed by one service at 11:00 
AM with our InSync Choir. Tony Scott 
will be our special musical guest. Like last 
year, he will provide special music to re-
flect the theme for the day.  
 
The picnic will begin at about 12:10 pm. 

One Sunday service or two? 
 
Recently, the council was approached with 
the idea of combining our services; result-
ing in one service on Sunday mornings in-
stead of two.  Members supporting this 
idea suggested a unified service improved 
their worship experience thanks to more 
voices and a perceived increased vitality. It 
was also thought that it would help wel-
come our visitors and encourage return 
visits. Visitors would see a larger gathering 
rather than two small gatherings, espe-
cially important on Sundays having lower 
attendance. This would give them a better 
idea of our membership size and overall 
health. A single service might also facili-
tate more consistent musical support and 
development, as the two smaller choirs 
working together (joined or through sched-
uling changes) might be able to provide  
 
                              Continued on page 2 

Special Services in July 
 
For all Sundays in July, we will be meeting 
at 9:30 am with All Souls Episcopal. Spe-
cial programs will be offered each Sunday. 
Look for more details in July’s Messenger.  
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Sunday Service… 
Continued from page 1 
 
more consistent attendance. There have  
been times our choirs have not been able 
to perform their ministry due to a number 
of illnesses or traveling members.  
 
As part of council’s discernment process, 
they would like your feedback through an 
upcoming survey.  There will also be some 
questions asked about Messiah in general 
beyond the worship times.  Council wants 
to help Messiah grow and improve and we 
would like to have a forum for our mem-
bers to be able to provide any and all feed-
back. Thank you in advance for your time 
in completing this survey. It will be made 
available soon in paper and over the inter-
net.  

    Messiah on Pinterest 
 
   http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/ 
   boards/ 

Staying spiritually fit 
 
 Prayer is like exercise: Neither is an 
end in itself. Just as exercise is intended 
to make us physically fit by strengthening 
our muscles so we can manage more activ-
ity, engaging in prayer leads to more 
prayer. The harder one works at exercise, 
the greater the results. But if we give up 
the routine, the results won’t hold. The 
same goes for prayer. 
 
Rev. Kate Braestrup in Beginner’s Grace 
(Atria Books), notes, “The more you give, 
the more you will be able to give; the more 
you receive, the more you will be willing to 
receive; and the more you pray, the more 
you can ... pray.” 
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Pastor’s letter… 
 

Who said  
growing in grace was easy? 
 
There have been a great number of people 
to pray for of late. Both people in my fam-
ily and our family of faith faced serious 
hardship. Some dealt with a reality that so 
often comes with age – the deterioration of 
our mortal bodies, some even facing death. 
Farther afield, too many folks remained 
hungry, cities burned in upheaval, the 
earth shook, and war and terrorism was 
much of the news. Some reported the 
shrinking of Christianity, while an RV on 
the road was covered with threats: 
“Repent! The end is near! Jesus is coming 
in judgment!”  
 
Is this really the abundant life Christ 
promised us — or our doom?  
 
Ponder Paul’s words: “I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth compar-
ing with the glory that will be revealed in 
us. For the creation waits in eager expec-
tation for the children of God to be re-
vealed” (Romans 8:18-19).  
 
He’ll go on to say that like birth pangs pre-
senting new life, the Kingdom of God is 
both here and on its way.  
 
If we focus on our suffering – if it is all we 
meditate on and what shapes our deci-
sions – then, no, we aren’t likely living the 
life Jesus intended nor experiencing the 
fullness of God’s grace. That false “reality” 
misshapes our lives. To Paul, Christ’s res-
urrection has changed our world and our 
lot. We shouldn’t trust gossip or the news. 
We can’t trust our senses. We need to 
trust in the promises of God alone. A new 
heaven and new earth are on their way - 
as certain as the fall harvest even though 
we might find ourselves presently under 
the most blistering sun.  
 

Here and now, the seeds of God’s love are 
germinating and beginning to sprout, but 
the harvest day isn’t quite here. That’s 
right, we aren’t just waiting for heaven in 
some far off future; but we are surrounded 
by heaven breaking into a very real and 
difficult world. It’s being revealed in the 
signs of comfort offered us and sustaining 
grace experienced during trial. It proves 
manifest in new life – creation itself, the 
birth of new children or opportunities, but 
also in the transformed and still changing 
children of God.  
 
This true reality is rooted in faith and a 
certain hope that feeds the hungry, minis-
ters to the sick and dying, welcomes the 
stranger, or can love in the face of death. 
I’m not talking about the power of positive 
thinking here but radically trusting in the 
power of God. We choose to believe. We 
seek to trust and follow. We only try to act 
on the certainty of eternal love around us 
and in us - not the uncertainty of our 
passing, present experience. Our Triune 
God does the rest. 
 
Amidst wars and rumors of war, Jesus will 
come again. He is coming here and now. 
Yet, that’s not a threat. It is a new reality 
that has the power to redirect and bless 
every minute of our lives. 
 
I pray your summer prove a time of fun, 
refreshment and new growth.  
Pastor Lou 

June 14th 
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June Preaching Series: Wisdom & 
Poetry of the Old Testament 
 
The Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament 
writings, are organized by faithful Jews 
into a canon called the Tanakh. Tanakh is 
an acronym of the first Hebrew letter for 
three traditional subdivisions of these 
writings: Torah ("Teaching", also known as 
the Five Books of Moses), Nevi'im 
("Prophets") and Ketuvim ("Writings")—
hence TaNaKh. In this Jewish organization 
of the Bible, the Writings include poetic 
books (Psalms, Proverbs, and Job), “the 
five scrolls” (w isdom literature including 
Song of Songs, Book of Ruth, the Book of 
Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Book of 
Esther), and other later books reflecting 
the Talmudic tradition (Daniel, Ezra-
Nehemiah and Chronicles).  
 
In June, a season of growth and renewal, 
we’ll take a look at a few of these Writings: 
Psalms, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes. Come 
grow in wisdom and love of the Lord 
through their testimony.  

Kairos Youth Retreat 
 
Applications for KAIROS, Virginia Synod’s 
summertime, week-long faith formation 
event for rising 9th-12th graders, are 
available at vasynod.org. The dates for 
Kairos are June 23-28 and the event is on 
the campus of Roanoke College. Cost is 
$350.  
 
As with previous events, we will track the 
arrival date of application forms, and if the 
event reaches capacity Synod staff will do 
their best to include everyone, but those 
forms received later will not be guaranteed 
for inclusion. 

Two members of our youth ministry, 
James Norman (Messiah) and Megan 
Bow er (All Souls) will head out to Detroit 
in mid-July for the ELCA’s National Youth 
Gathering. The National Youth Gathering 
occurs every three years and is a combina-
tion of worship, education, fellowship and 
mission with often over 35,000 high school 
youth from across our nation participat-
ing.  
 
Please pray for them as they continue to 
prepare for this opportunity to both grow 
and serve in faith. Look for more details in 
our July newsletter. 

Virginia Synod Assembly, 6/5-7 
 
Synod Assembly is an annual gathering 
of rostered leaders and elected voting 
members of congregations that gather to-
gether to experience and express what it 
means to be called to be Church together 
as the Body of Christ – as we care for 
necessary items of business, engage in 
fellowship, participate in and experience 
corporate worship, and are inspired by 
the theme and speakers. This year’s 
theme is “Ambassadors for Christ: 
“Knowing Our Congregational Neighbor-
hoods to Do God’s Will.” Council has ap-
pointed Roger and Lois Schroeder as 
voting representatives for the annual Vir-
ginia Synod Assembly. Pastor Lou will 
also attend as an ordained member of the 
synod. A report of proceedings will be 
made available after the event.  
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We pray for each other: 
 
Adam Dworak, Sr.; Mary Key; Dawn 
Martin; Pat Motley; Dick Wright; Evelyn 
Wright. 
 
We pray for our extended family: 
 
The Allen Family, friends of the Whirleys; 
Melvin Burrows, Paula Barwick’s grandfa-
ther; Adam Connor, cousin of Paul 
Knabb; Ann Garrett, friend of the 
Whirleys; Brian Lacey, friend of Pastor 
Lou; Bennie Morlan, Donna’ Shaw’s un-
cle; The Rev. Samuel Mozolak, father of 
Karen & Michael Morris; Wolfgang Niklas,  
brother of Erna Jung; Annette Pfohl, 
friend of Messiah; Tim Schroeder, 
nephew of Roger; Kathleen Schwerdtfe-
ger, mother of Charlie Schwerdtfeger; 
Lorna Snook, mother-in-law of Jeffrey 
Weaver (Susen); Sandy Street, Donna 
Shaw’s sister; Kathy White, friend of 
Donna Combs; The People & Pastor of 
All Souls, and our shared ministry; All 
those persecuted in any way for their 
faith in Christ, especially in Syria. 
 
And for those serving in the armed forces: 
Andrew Addair, Michael Knepper and LJ 
Spray. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134. If leaving a message, please include 
your contact information for follow-up. 
Unless we hear otherwise, names will 
be removed quarterly. 

June   6   Jon Koeppen 
  9  John Drazenovich 
 13 Adam Dworak Sr. 
 13  Jessica Cheatham 
 15  Lois Schroeder 
 16  Victoria Knab 
 20  Karoline Combs  
 27  Jessica Glusing 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
June   1   Pastor Lou & Kristine Florio 
  4   Paul & Karen Nicholson 
 16  Ken & Sheila Whirley 
 21  Gordon & Marilyn Gunn 
 26  John & Liane DiGrazia 
 
 
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & an-
niversary included in the newsletter, 
please send an email to 
susiew51@comcast.net OR to  
office@mlcas.org or call Davina (746-
7134). 
 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 

JUNE 21ST 
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Calendar of events  
 
1   Commemoration of Justin, martyr  
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM  School Chapel  
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting  
2   1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
3 Commemoration of John XXIII, Bishop 
        of Rome and the Martyrs of Uganda   
      7:00 PM  Messiah InSync Rehearsal  
4 Pastor Off  
     11:00 AM  Men's Bible Study *  
     7:00 PM  Traditional Choir Practice  
5 Commemoration of Boniface, bishop,  
        missionary and martyr  
     Virginia Synod Assembly  
6   Virginia Synod Assembly  
7 Commemoration of Seattle, chief of the  
        Duwamish Confederacy  
     Virginia Synod Assembly  
     8:00 AM  Worship Service (MLC- Trad.)   
     9:30 AM  Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship)  
     9:30 AM  Sunday School for All Ages  
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend)   
     12:15 PM  Finance Team Mtg.  
8 10:30 AM Worship at  
        Hanover Adult Center  
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM  School Chapel  
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting  
     7:00 PM  MCEF Mtg. * 
9  Commemoration of Columba, Aidan,  
        and Bede, renewers of the church  
9   1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due  
     6:30 PM  Brownie Troop #557 Meeting  
     7:00 PM  Messiah InSync Rehearsal  
 

11 Feast of Barnabas, Apostle   
     11:00 AM  Men's Bible Study (Off Site)  
     7:00 PM  Traditional Choir Practice  
12 Pastor's Day Off  
13 Martin Luther & Katharina Von Bora 
        Wed (1525)  
     8:30 AM  Lifeline Screening Event  
14 Flag Day  
     9:30 AM  Guest Congregation Meets  
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship)  
     9:30 AM  Sunday School for All Ages  
     11:00 AM  Unified Worship Service  
        (Messiah Lutheran - Blended)   
15 Martin Luther Threatened  
        with Excommunication (1520)  
     11:40 AM  & 3:30 PM  School Chapel  
     5:00 PM  MCEF Pizza Night   
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting  
     6:30 PM  School Board Meeting  
16 Pastor @LFS Board Mtg.   
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
        (Postponed to 5/17)  
     6:15 PM  Council Meeting  
17 1:30 PM  Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
     7:00 PM  Messiah InSync Rehearsal  
18 Relay for Life T-Shirt Pickup  
     11:00 AM  Men's Bible Study *  
     7:00 PM  Traditional Choir Practice  
19 Pastor's Day Off  
     Summer Schedule - Secretary Off  
        on Fridays  
20 4:00 PM  Relay for Life  
21 Commemoration of Onesimos Nesib   
     Father's Day  
     First Day of Summer  
     Manna Sunday for MCEF  
21 Youth: Kairos Retreat  
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.)   
     9:30 AM  Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship)  
21 11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend)   
22 Youth: Kairos Retreat  
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM  School Chapel  
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting  
23 Youth: Kairos Retreat  
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
     7:00 PM  Pastor@FLCV Meeting *  
24 Feast Day of John the Baptizer  
     Youth: Kairos Retreat  
     6:30 PM  Brownie Troop #557 Meeting  
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25 Commemoration of the Presentation of  
        the Augsburg confession (1530) &  
        Philipp Melancthon, Renewer of the  
        Church  
     Youth: Kairos Retreat  
     11:00 AM  Men's Bible Study *  
     7:00 PM  Traditional Choir Practice  
26 Pastor's Day Off  
     Summer Schedule - Secretary Off  
        on Fridays  
     Youth: Kairos Retreat  
28 8:00 AM  Worship Service (MLC-Trad.)   
     9:30 AM  Guest Congregation Meets 
        (All Souls Episcopal's Worship)  
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend)   
29 Feast of Peter & Paul, Apostles  
     Secretary on Vacation  
     11:40 AM & 3:30 PM  School Chapel  
     6:30 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting  
30 Secretary on Vacation  
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study  
  
* Off site      

 

Don’t forget:  
Lifeline Screening at Messiah, 6/13 
 
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of 
community-based preventive health 
screenings, will host their affordable, non-
invasive and painless health screenings on 
Saturday, June13th (8:30 am – 5:00 pm) 
at Messiah.  Full details are on a flyer at 
our welcome table. Also, we are happy to 
announce that Life Line Screening is work-
ing with us to provide our members $10 
additional discounts off of a screening 
package in addition to a $10 donation to 
Messiah Lutheran Church.  Please note 
that you must sign up on either the pro-
vided registration sheet (available on the 
flyers) or by calling the special Helping 
Hands registration number, which is 1-
800-324-9458, in order for us to receive 
our $10 donation as well. If you prefer, 
visit the Helping Hands website to register, 
www.helpinghandsforhealth.com.  
You must sign up one of these three ways 
in order to get both the $10 discount as 
well as the $10 donation for our ministry.  
 
During their last visit, four people discov-
ered life threatening illnesses allowing for 
intervention, including one member from 
our congregation. 

VBS Registration Opens 
 
We have an over the top Vacation Bible 
School this year with a mountain climbing 
theme, Everest. We gather at base camp 
on Monday, August 10 through Thursday, 
August 14 (5:30 pm dinner, program 6:00 
– 8:00 pm) to make our climb to adven-
ture, learning, fun and active worship. Ap-
plying rock solid biblical truths, our trail 
will provide anchors for future challenges 
faced in life. Together, we’ll discover how 
to conquer these challenges with God’s 
mighty power. We’ll have lots of fun on our 
way, but we will also find opportunities to 

do lots of good. Mission projects will in-
clude helping to provide relief to victims of 
the Nepal earthquake as well as meeting 
some local needs. Registration forms are 
now available on our welcome table and 
posted on our website. Our mountain ad-
venturers should be 3+ years old through 
5th grade. (Full details and requirements 
are on the form.) A nightly adult bible 
study will also be available for those inter-
ested. Please help us by inviting all your 
friends and neighbors. Contact Kristine 
Florio or our office to volunteer as an 
adult group leader or helper (all week or 
for just one night). 
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ChurchNext: Spirituality  
and Gardening with Christine Sine 
 
Sun. Soil. Water. Perhaps it's close com-
munion with the elements of our earthly 
lives that gives many gardeners a deeper 
sense of God. In this course, author, re-
treat leader, and gardener Christine Sine 
offers us dynamic insight into what the 
simple labor of a gardener has to do with 
the God who fashioned the first humans 
from the soil and made a home for them in 
a garden.  
 
Christine offers presentations on the fol-
lowing topics: 
 God as a Gardener 
 Digging and Watering 
 Planting and Pruning 
 The Rhythm of the Seasons 
 
This on-line course is perfect for those 
who are seeking deeper understanding 
and meaning to their work in the garden. 
It will be available for free to all Messiah 
members and friends through June. Look 
for your email link or contact Pastor Lou. 

Newly Married 
 

Congratulations to Adam Dworak, Jr. and 
his new bride, Brittany Shull Dworak, on 
their recent marriage. May the Love that 
created them and brought them together 
bless all their years and be magnified 
through this new life they share. 

Relay for Life  
 
Relay for Life is like a giant block party 
with a great purpose – to help eradicate 
cancer in our lifetime. Participants on our 
team will take turns on the walk as they 
desire, but they will also enjoy a cookout, 
live music, games, raffles, silent auction, 
and making new friends. There will even 
be a wonderful memorial service and fire-
works. This year for the thirtieth anniver-
sary of the event, Hanover County’s east 
and west end events will be joined at the 
Kings Dominion Campground on Satur-
day, June 13 (4:00 pm – 10:00 pm) for the 
best event yet.  
 
Speak to Sharon Addair or Pastor Lou to 
join our team. All ages welcome! Messiah 
has been hosting the 2015 Team Captain 
meetings.  

During our first service on May 17th, we 
welcomed the Williams family into our 
membership. May Daren, Valerie, Max, 
and the soon to be "baby Williams" be 
blessed to be a blessing through our time 
together.   
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MCEF Senior Rides Program  
Needs YOU! 
 
Mechanicsville Senior Rides Program has 
an URGENT NEED for volunteer drivers. 
There are currently 79 registered riders 
and 11 active drivers. 20 drivers is the Me-
chanicsville goal. This past month, the 
program had a request for 40 rides, 20 of 
those could not be honored due to lack of 
drivers. Drivers have the option to decline 
any rides based on their availability.  
 
If you are interested in participating, 
please call the Senior Rides coordinator for 
additional information at 357-9360. 

A BIG Day for MCEF 
 
It was a big night for MCEF at the Hanover 
County Volunteer Appreciation Program. 
Two of the nominees won in their catego-
ries: 
 
• Charlie Rasnick, Volunteer of the Year 
in the Dedication Category, developed the 
Senior Rides Program in Mechanicsville 
and is assisting the program to extend ser-
vices to the Ashland area. He also headed 
the team in conjunction with Home Depot 
to renovate the MCEF food pantry build-
ing.  
 
• The Carolee Stucky Family won the 
Volunteer Family of the Year award for 
their participation with the food pantry, 
many hours each week they shop to fill 
shelves, mark and shelve food, talking to 
clients about recipes and nutrition and 
they have manned the pantry every Tues-
day morning for the past 10 years.  
 
MCEF was awarded $250 for the Senior 
Rides Program and $250 for MCEF needs, 
Congratulations and a BIG THANK YOU to 
Charlie and Carolee and all the volunteers 
who serve those in need. 
 
Reminder:  
You can  help. The 3rd Monday evening of 
each month, join friends at Stevie B's for 
pizza. They donate a percentage of sales to 
this organization when you say "MCEF" 
while making your purchase. 

This past month, Messiah members 
helped our brother and sister, Sue and 
Steve Gilnett, keep their home after 
some unexpected setbacks. They are now 
back on track and sent a card which in-
cluded this personal message:  
 
“We do thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts! Without God, family, church fam-
ily and friends, we would be nothing. 
Thank you,  
Steve & Sue Gilnett”  
 
Their card is posted on the narthex bulle-
tin board.  
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“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
     from Social Ministry 
 
 Do something extraordinary – raise a 
future guide dog! We are actively seeking 
volunteer Puppy Raisers to care for our 
adorable, purpose-bred dogs during the 
first eighteen months of their lives. Raisers 
teach puppies house manners and basic 
obedience while socializing them to the 
everyday world, thus laying the foundation 
for success in guide dog training. Guiding 
Eyes provides extensive support including 
weekly obedience classes, free veterinary 
care and local assistance. To find out more 
about our Puppy Raising Program please 
visit our website: www.guidingeyes.org or 
call us at 1-866 GEB LABS (1-866 432 
5227). 
 
  Garden and Grounds Volunteer – May-
mont Foundation. The Horticulture de-
partment is responsible for maintaining 
the wonderful appearance of Maymont's 
gardens and grounds. Because of the ex-
tensive acreage, it is impossible to main-
tain it without the assistance of volunteer 
gardeners. Volunteer gardeners tend to all 
areas of Maymont under the assistance 
and supervision of the Horticulture staff. 
They also greet the public, provide them 
with information about Maymont's gar-
dens and help them find their way 
throughout the estate. Volunteers are 
needed Monday thru Friday year round. 
Must be 18 years or older. For more infor-
mation visit: http://www.maymont.org/
volunteer. 
 
 Make a Difference for Life – Join an 
EMS agency in VA. You can make a dif-
ference. We are actively recruiting volun-
teers for all rescue stations throughout 
Virginia. Would you like to be trained to 
assist in an emergency, or use your time 
more productively to make a difference in 
your community? In many cases, all nec-
essary training is provided at no cost to 

you and there are volunteer opportunities 
for everyone from emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS) to administrative duties help-
ing behind or at the scenes. For more in-
formation visit: http://
www.vdh.virginia.gov/oems or call Scott 
Winston at (804) 888-9120. 
 
 Front Desk Assistant for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society in Glen Allen. The 
American Cancer Society located in Glen 
Allen is looking for volunteers who are in-
terested in overseeing the front desk. 
Some of the tasks included are: answering 
phones, watching the front door, checking 
in guests, and more. The office hours are 
Monday through Friday between 8:30 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. We would need someone 
who is able to volunteer for a minimum of 
2-3 hours for 1 or more days per week. If 
you are interested in learning more about 
this volunteer opportunity, please email 
Ryan Hearn at ryan.hearn@cancer.org. 

Do you want to help Messiah earn money 
just by shopping at Kroger? 
All you have to do is register your Kroger 
Plus card with the community rewards 
and when you shop and scan your card 
Messiah will get a rewards check quar-
terly. 
Please go to http://www.kroger.com/
communityrewards for more information 
and to enroll. You can also call 1-800-
Krogers, option 3. 
 
In 2015 we have earned $312.33 with 17 
households enrolled in the program. 
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What is the RAFT House?  
 
At the Hanover County Community Services 
Board, RAFT House (Recovery, Acceptance, 
Friendship and Teamwork) provides services, 
such as day treatment and recovery and pre-
employment training for up to 40 adults with 
chronic mental illness. RAFT is a psychosocial 
rehabilitation clubhouse program that provides 
services to adults with serious mental illness or 
substance abuse. It assists those persons who 
need to establish a daily routine, who need to 
develop a broader social network, or who need 
to develop life or pre-vocational skills in order 
to live independently or to maintain employ-
ment. Each consumer who joins the program is 
expected to participate in activities and work in 
one of the program's work units (kitchen, cleri-
cal or environmental). In this way, they help 
maintain the facility's operation. Members set 
their own goals and staff work with them to-
ward achievement of those goals. This work 
may include teaching skills like computer Inter-
net use or word processing, teaching cooking or 
cleaning skills, budgeting, gardening, or job 
application and interview activities. 

A new home for Lisa 
 
Lisa Ravizza has finally secured housing with 
help from the Hanover County Community Ser-
vices Board (CSB). She began residing at Ash-
land Woods Apartments on May 20th. She will 
continue to receive daytime services at Hanover 
County’s RAFT House. Many of her initial fur-
nishing and cooking needs will be met for free 
through local resources such as Ashland Chris-
tian Emergency Services (ACES). Once she 
moves up the housing list, she should receive 
government subsidized rent. Upon settling in, 
Pastor Lou will continue to work with her CSB 
social worker to determine what remaining 
needs can be met with Messiah’s help. CSB and 
Raft House staff will continue to monitor her 
situation and seek to facilitate her independ-
ence. Thank you to all those who helped transi-
tion Lisa from homelessness to hope. Lisa’s 
contact information will be provided soon.    

minute distance to Messiah on Sunday 
mornings. So far, we have had enough 
volunteers to alternate drivers approxi-
mately once every six weeks. If more of us 
volunteer, it will allow for better coverage 
when scheduling conflicts arise as well as 
volunteers serving less often as a driver. 
This effort is coordinated through our 
Health & Wellness Team. If you can help 
bless Lisa as well as our current volun-
teers, please contact Jenn Drazenovich 
or our office. If you ever find yourself in 
need of rides, please contact Pastor Lou.  

Rides to Church Needed 
 
Due to medical or other conditions, we 
have always had a need for volunteers to 
provide rides to church and medical ap-
pointments for members of our congrega-
tion. If you can occasionally help Lisa 
Ravizza get to church on a Sunday (early 
service and to preferably allow attendance 
at Sunday school), you will be doing a 
great deal of good. Lisa’s new apartment 
complex is just north of the intersection of 
N. Washington Hwy. (Rt. 1) and Patrick 
Henry Rd. (Rt. 54) in Ashland, about a 15 
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The DEADLINE for the 
 July, 2015 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, June 21st 

 
Please call me with your  

written submission, place your written  
submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  

OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

@MessiahMech 

Remember us? 
 
As you travel this summer 
or enjoy your staycation, 
please remember your 
brothers and sisters at 
Messiah. No, we don’t need a t-shirt, orna-
ment, or pressed penny. We need your 
prayers, presence and support. As we 
come to mind, pray for our community 
and shared mission. Make time to be with 
us, for your presence encourages others. 
Our hands and feet together can do mira-
cles. Donate your time, treasure and tal-
ent as you are able because our ministry 
(and much need) continues even while you 
might be off or away. (Financial donations 
may be dropped off during regular busi-
ness hours or by mail. Soon, online giving 
will also be offered.) Give God thanks for 
us, as we and those we serve will certainly 
give thanks for you.   


