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Spring Into Summer picnic 
 
Our annual unified service and congrega-
tional picnic will be held on Sunday, June 
8th starting at 11:00 am. Make it your 
plan to join us! (Our Sunday school 
classes will meet at its regular time of 9:30 
am and end after that day for the sum-
mer.)  
 
June 8th is Pentecost Sunday, so for fun, 
we invite you to wear red – a reminder of 
what appeared to be tongues of fire de-
scending upon the disciples.  
 
The church provides the main course. You 
are asked to bring your favorite salad, side 
or dessert to share if possible. Yard games 
will be available for all ages.  
 
Theme for the day is “Off we grow!” 

Don’t let your faith go on vacation 
 
Summer is meant to be a time of growth!  
 
As you travel, please remain engaged with 
the faith community. Visit a church at 
your vacation destination. If you find 
something special, come home and share 
it with your pastor or council. It might 
help improve our worship here.  
 
Take along one of our free daily meditation 
guides in the narthex – use it and/or 
share it! Attend one of our on-going bible 
studies: our men’s group (Thursdays, 
11:00 am at Cracker Barrel), women’s 
study (second and fourth Tuesdays, 7:00 
pm at Messiah through June), coed group 
(Tuesdays, 1:30 pm at Messiah), or start 
your own group to fit your free time and 
interest. (Pastor Lou can help.) Join our 
upcoming ChurchNext class through your 
laptop, pad or smartphone. Attend or help 
lead our Vacation Bible School for all ages.  
 
Our ministry continues year round, and 
we can’t do it without you. By keeping up 
with your weekly offerings while away, one 
also helps others. If missing Sunday wor-
ship, drop offerings by when convenient or 
mail them in. (We continue to explore ef-
fective options for online giving.)  
 
We as Christ’s branches can reach out 
and transform lives. Help us grow in ser-
vice and mission.  
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Your 2014 Church Council  
And Associate Members 

 
 Kevin Hendrickson…..Council President 
 Roger Schroeder ……...Vice-President  
 Jenn Drazenovich…..…........ Secretary 
 
     Sally Bennett        Laura Harris 
     Paula Barwick       Erna Jung                   
     Amy Delph            Donna Shaw  

 
Council  Liaisons 

 Christian Education ………..….Erna Jung  
 Evangelism ……….......Jenn Drazenovich 
 Fellowship …………..…..Roger Schroeder 
 Finance ………………………Paula Barwick 
 Property ………………Kevin Hendrickson 
 School Board …………………...Amy Delph 
 Social Ministry ……………….Donna Shaw  
 Stewardship ……………….....Laura Harris 
 Worship ……….……………..Sally Bennett 

 
      Johnnie Collie… Treasurer  
      Brian Glusing... Financial Secretary   
      Sue Gilnett, RN...Parish Nurse 

 
Trustees: Bob Griffin,  

Dick Wright and Pat Hubert. 

 Following upon last year’s success, Mes 
 siah Lutheran and All Souls Episcopal  
 plan to hold unified services during July,  
 each Sunday at 9:30 am.  
 
 Themes, special events and music will be 
 announced in the July newsletter, on  
 Facebook and by mail.  

Focus on M.C.E.F. 
 
Each month we have featured one of the 
"arms" of MCEF (Mechanicsville Churches 
Emergency Functions). Now, what can you 
do to help?  There are opportunities for 
everyone from assisting at the pantry, 
driving for the Senior Rides program, at-
tending fund raising programs (such as 
the 9 /11 Patriotic Concert by the John 
Marshall Alumni Band at the Walnut 
Grove Baptist Church), answering the As-
sistance Phone and bringing nonperish-
able food items to church on Manna Sun-
days (the 3rd Sunday of each month or 
any Sunday). 
 
Where is MCEF going?  With the increase 
in numbers of families being served, MCEF 
is investigating the possibility of a central 
location to house the pantry and all of the 
closets. Other agencies have expressed an 
interest in participating in this project. 
 
Check us out at our NEW website: 
4MCEF.com. 
 
Thanks to Gladys Hubert for this series. 
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Pastor’s Letter  

Living hope 
 
I am confident of this, that the one who be-
gan a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is 
right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for 
all of you share in God’s grace with me, 
both in my imprisonment and in the de-
fense and confirmation of the gospel. 
(Philippians 1:6-7)  
 
We members of Messiah often face some 
tough days. This past week, I have had 
conversations with brothers and sisters 
facing serious disease, family discord, fi-
nancial difficulties, homelessness, and 
more. Institutionally, our old van broke 
down again at the cost of over $1000. For 
a small congregation, there is a lot going 
on here, and not all of it seems good.   
 
Yet amidst all of this, we live in hope. We 
keep coming back and reaching outward. 
Why? We have been blessed to live an 
abundant life found in hope. This isn’t the 
hope of our secular world - as when we 
hope to win the lottery and magically have 
our financial (and other?) problems drift 
away. It is a hope found only in the reality 
of Pentecost.  
 
The Spirit is moving in, around and 
through us. It offers us unexpected oppor-
tunities and roots us in Christ’s victory. 
There is an understanding and expectation 
that God is doing something here, and 
that although bad things will happen, God 
is always good. So although we might at 
times feel like we are in prison like Paul, 
we share similar hearts and expect the 
same wonderful destiny.  
 
Rather than relying on any strategic plan-
ning and committees (although these can 
be helpful), we surrender to the Spirit. We 
are flexible because we know that we are 
reeds that God might allow to bend but 
not break. We are courageous and gener-

ous in our love for our neighbor and one 
another because we believe God won’t al-
low us to be tempted beyond our abilities. 
Yet if it seems we are about to fail or give 
up, scripture goes on to say, it is God who 
will provide us a way out. We are strong 
because despite any quirkiness, shortcom-
ings or disagreements, abilities or chal-
lenges, we strive to live out our baptismal 
covenant to love and forgive one another 
as Jesus loved us first. We don’t obsess 
about mistakes and program challenges. 
We meet people and embrace them as they 
are. We can come to our assembly without 
makeup or dressed to the nines because 
we know we are welcomed, known, and 
loved here. I have witnessed how we live as 
family, brothers and sisters in Christ, and 
I and others are encouraged and inspired 
to believe in Christ all the more.  
 
Yes, there are many larger, well healed 
congregations on our street and in our 
community doing wonderful things. (The 
Spirit is at work there too.) Yet, we pass 
those by to share in a call to this unique 
spiritual home called Messiah Lutheran. It 
is a place where both our needs and our 
talents fit into and find purpose. As broth-
ers and sisters, we don’t give up or turn 
away when life gets hard. Instead, we dig 
in and get to work defending and confirm-
ing the Gospel. We hold on tight to one an-
other and Christ to face our problems to-
gether and overcome. We do so trusting 
the Spirit is upon us.  
 
Tough times will come and go, but the love 
we share - Christ’s love for us - will last 
forever. All things remain possible. All is 
and will be well.  
 
Pastor Lou 
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Congratulations to our graduates! 
 
We have several friends and members of 
our family of faith who have graduated 
this year:  
Victoria Hatfield (BA in Teaching, Bridge-
water College),  
Jeff Weaver (M.S. in Systems Engineer-
ing, George Washington University), and 
Glenda Schroeder (BA in English, Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University).  
 
We pray they be blessed to use their edu-
cation to benefit their own lives as well as 
the lives of others.  

Workshop of Wonders Opens August 11th 
Applications for our Vacation bible School 
adventure are available in our narthex or 
can be emailed to you from our office on 
your request. Please invite your friends 
and neighbors!  
 
The event is held Monday – Thursday, Au-
gust 11-14, 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm  
(includes dinner), and it is all FREE!  

ChurchNext:  
Living a Spirit-Filled life 
 
This Pentecost anyone with internet access 
and a computer or tablet can get free in-
struction on how to live a Spirit-filled life, 
during a free class that invites online 
learners to “listen in” on an open conver-
sation about how the Holy Spirit meets us 
today.  
 
Registration is free and open worldwide 
beginning Memorial Day, May 26. The 
class will run from June 8-15. Visit 
churchnext.tv to register.  
 
More classes for our online school are on 
the way.  As members of Messiah, they will 
all be free for your use. Stay tuned! 

The Hanover County Sheriff’s Office has 
introduced a new program for the local 
faith community called Worship Watch. It 
is hoped that it will make Hanover County 
safer, help our community better prepare 
and respond to natural disaster or com-
munity crisis, as well as facilitate connect-
ing the Sheriff’s Office with all residents. 
This new program is thought to be the first 
of its type in the United States explicitly 
serving faith communities and nonprofits. 
As a chaplain with the Hanover County 
Sheriff’s Office, Pastor Lou has assisted in 
its development and implementation. 
 
For more information: 
http://www.hanovercounty.gov/Sheriff/
Worship-Watch/ 
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Lord, hear our prayer 
 
Adam Dworak, Sr.; Bob Griffin; Mary 
Key; Dawn Martin; Pat Motley; Lisa 
Ravizza; Charilie Schw erdtfeger; Dick 
Wright; Evelyn Wright; The Congrega-
tion of Trinity Lutheran Church; Ade-
laide, Brandi Hendrickson’s great aunt; 
Lisa Allen, daughter-in-law of the 
Whirleys; Family & Friends of Ernest An-
drew s, relatives of the Addairs; Carol 
Bratton, friend of Marilyn Gunn; Sabre 
Carroll , stepmother of Brandi Hendrick-
son; Catherine Drazenovich, John’s 
mother; Ethan Hamilton, Lisa & Bruce 
Meyer’s grandson; Nicole Harmann, 
friend of Jenn Drazenovich; Heather 
James, friend of Judy Schwerdtfeger; 
SooNae McDaniel, grandmother of Brandi 
Hendrickson; DeAnn Miller, Jenn Draze-
novich’s cousin; Rev. Samuel Mozolak, 
father of Karen & Michael Morris; Sue On-
esty, cousin of Barbara Gaskill; The Ott 
Family, friends of the Delphs; Annette 
Pfohl, friend of Messiah; Nancy Proud, 
mother of Brian Glusing; Chauncey 
Radke, cousin of Jenn Drazenovich; Rich-
ard Radke, father of Jenn Drazenovich; 
The Ruby Family; Jason Smiddy & Fam-
ily, friends of Anne Mason; Gene Sparks, 
friend of Barbara Gaskill; David Spraw , 
father of Jessica Glusing;  Ruth Stone, 
Jason Harris’ grandmother; Stephen 
Trexler, friend of Mac McAlister; Family 
& Friends of Jack Vandenburg, friend of 
Barbara Gaskill; Wayne, friend of Amy 
Delph; Dorothy Whitton, aunt of Judy 
Schwerdtfeger; Jordan, Canten and fami-
lies, friends and family of the Whirleys; 
The People & Pastor of All Souls, and 
our shared ministry; All those perse-
cuted in any w ay for their faith in 
Christ. And for those serving in the armed 
forces: Kyle Carag, Chris Cholet, Mi-
chael Knepper, Joshua Norrell, LJ 
Spray, and Bill Weaver. 
 
To add or remove a name from the prayer 
list, please call the church office, 746-
7134.  

 June    6  Jon Koeppen 
    9  John Drazenovich   
  13  Adam Dworak Sr. 
  15  Lois Schroeder 
  16  Victoria A. Knab 
  27  Jessica Glusing  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 June   1  Pastor Lou & Kristine Florio 
            4  Paul & Karen Nicholson 
 16  Ken & Sheila Whirley 
 21  Gordon & Marilyn Gunn 
 22  John & Jennifer Clark 
 26  Liane & John DiGrazia (60 yrs.) 
     
 
If you would like YOUR birthdays & anni-
versary included in the newsletter, please 
send an email to susiew51@comcast.net 
OR to office@mlcas.org or call Davina 
(746-7134). 

@MessiahMech 

              
  Join Messiah on Facebook! 
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Calendar of events  
 
1 Virginia Synod Assembly &  
          Youth Assembly 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     9:30 AM Messiah Lutheran's  
          Christian Formation for All Ages 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     4:30 PM Combined Youth Group * 
2   9:30 AM School Chapel 
     10:30 AM Worship at  
           Hanover Adult Center 
     3:30 PM School Chapel 
     6:15 PM Girl Scout Troop #453 Meeting 
3 Commemoration of John XXIII,  
          Bishop of Rome. 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     6:15 PM Council Meeting 
4 8:00 AM Pastor @ Hanover Habitat  
          Mtg. * 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
5   Pastor's Day Off 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
6   National Doughnut Day 
     8:00 AM Pastor @ HCSO Chaplains'  
          Training 
8   Pentecost 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Celebration Sunday  
          Worship Service (MLC-Blended) 
     12:00 PM Messiah's  
          "Spring into Summer" Picnic 

8   4:30 PM Combined Youth Group * 
9   9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     7:00 PM MCEF Mtg. * 
10 Virginia Lutheran Items Due 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
11 Feast of Barnabas, Apostle 
     6:00 PM Daisy Girl Scout Troop #557 
          Meeting 
     7:00 PM Messiah InSync Rehearsal 
12 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
13 Martin Luther & Katharina Von Bora 
          Wed (1525) 
     Pastor's Day Off 
14 Flag Day 
     2:30 PM All Souls: Harris Vow Renewal 
          Service 
15 Father's Day 
     Manna Sunday for MCEF 
     Martin Luther Threatened with  
          Excommunication (1520) 
     Trinity Sunday 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     4:30 PM Combined Youth Group * 
16 9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
     5:00 PM MCEF Pizza Night 
     6:30 PM School Board Meeting 
17 10:30 AM Pastor @ LFS Mtg. * 
     1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
          (Cancelled) 
18 3:00 PM Hanover Habitat for Humanity  
          - Faith Relations Mtg. * 
     6:30 PM Messiah Supper Club 
19 11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     20 Pastor's Day Off 
21 Commemoration of Onesimos Nesib 
     First Day of Summer 
22 Kairos Youth Retreat * 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets  
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     4:30 PM Combined Youth Group * 
23 Kairos Youth Retreat * 
     9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
24 Feast Day of John the Baptizer 
     Kairos Youth Retreat * 
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24 1:30 PM Daily Discipleship Bible Study 
     7:00 PM Pastor@FLCV Meeting * 
25 Commemoration of the Presentation of  
          the Augsburg confession (1530) & 
          Philipp Melancthon, Renewer of the 
          Church 
     Kairos Youth Retreat * 
     5:30 PM Pastor @ VCC Board Mtg. 
     6:00 PM Daisy Girl Scout Troop #557 
          26 Kairos Youth Retreat * 
     11:00 AM Men's Bible Study * 
     7:00 PM Traditional Choir Practice 
27 Kairos Youth Retreat * 
     Pastor's Day Off 
28 9:00 AM Council Retreat 
29 Feast of Peter & Paul, Apostles 
     8:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Trad.) 
     9:30 AM Guest Congregation Meets 
          (All Souls Episcopal's Worship) 
     11:00 AM Worship Service (MLC-Blend) 
     4:30 PM Combined Youth Group * 
30 9:30 AM & 3:30 PM School Chapel 
 
* Off site      

 Volunteer- Canine Exerciser- Animal 
Control Volunteer will help caged pets 
obtain additional exercise, fresh air 
and human contact. This may include 
cleaning of cages and feeding animals 
under supervision of kennel staff. The 
location is the Taylor Complex, Ash-
land, VA, Virginia.  

 
 Volunteer- Dog Park Volunteer- Animal 

Control  Volunteers will assist in main-
taining the grounds of the Dog Park at 
the Taylor Complex in Ashland in good 
condition with healthy, aesthetic and 
comfortable surroundings for both the 
dogs and their owners and friends. May 
attend the Dog Park meetings in sup-
port of the county in order to help with 
the overall operations of the Dog Park 
and its functions and funding. 

 
                                  Continued on page 9 

Thanks to Lutheran Family Services for 
providing us with both a fun and meaning-
ful time as we planted our pinwheel gar-
den on April 27th. The garden remained 
up through May, National Foster Care 
Month, and generated a number of posi-
tive contacts with our community. If you 
are interested in learning more about fos-
ter care and adoption (or know someone 
else who is), please contact Maurice Galli-
more at (804) 288-0122 or visit  
http://www.lfsva.org.  

“Take the Plunge”  
Volunteer Opportunities  
from your Social Ministry team 
 
 Bon Secours Memorial Regional Medi-

cal Center - Healing Garden Volunteers 
Volunteers of all skill levels are needed 
to assist with outdoor gardening main-
tenance of their Healing and Culinary 
Gardens. Volunteers are needed for 
weekly checks on weeding, removing 
dead flowers, leaves and branches, 
checking moisture levels & watering, 
training vines, harvesting, observing for 
pests, clearing trash and raking/
sweeping paths. Minimum age is 16 
with ability to work independently. For 
more information, contact Rob Hern-
don, Jr., Director of Volunteers at 804-
764-6017 or complete the on-line ap-
plication at  

     http://www.bonsecours.com.  
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Jacobson, a repeat speaker at Power in the 
Spirit, has been an assistant Old Testa-
ment professor for 11 years. He said the  
Scriptures  must be used in pastoral care, 
personal spiritual growth and for the 
shaping of Christian mission and theology. 
He's contributed to August For-
tress's Handbook series. 
             
In addition to worship and Bible study, the 
three-day inspirational conference will fea-
ture 22 classes on such subjects as 
prayer, synod history, music in commu-
nity, how a church looks to outsiders, Lu-
theran theology, liturgy, martyrs and mys-
tics, protection of children and faith-
seekers stuck in the middle. 
             
The package fee for residents is $255 and 
for commuters, $195.  For information, 
contact Elizabeth Smythe at 276-783-
5804 or esmythe24354@yahoo.com,  
or Debbie Worley in the synod office at 
540-389-1000 or worley@vasynod.org.  
(Applications are available on the Virginia 
Synod website or contact Messiah’s office.) 
 
Originally published in the May edition of  The Virginia 
Lutheran, a monthly publication of the VA Synod ELCA 

"Changed by the Good News" will be the 
theme, the keynote speaker will be the 
new  Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 
and the Bible study leader will be the Rev. 
Rolf Jacobson for the annual Power in the 
Spirit on the Roanoke College campus 
July 10-12. 
 
Power in the Spirit, sponsored by the Vir-
ginia Synod and Roanoke College Office of 
Church Relations, is designed for anyone 
who wishes to explore God's call to service 
through worship, Bible study, keynote ad-
dresses and fellowship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         
 
 
 

Bishop Eaton will be making her first visit 
to the Roanoke campus since her election 
last August and installation in October. 
Formerly bishop of the Northeastern Ohio 
Synod for six years, she graduated from 
the College of Wooster, earned a master of 
divinity degree from Harvard Divinity 
School and served three Ohio congrega-
tions before her election as the first female 
bishop of the ELCA. 

   Messiah on Pinterest 
 
http://pinterest.com/messiahmech/
boards/ 
 

 
   Recycle your newspapers in the  
   container next to the garage  
   and recycle aluminum cans in  
   another container near the  

garage to benefit Habitat for Humanity. 

Eaton 

Jacobson 

Power in the Spirit announced  
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Our Habitat Build Day was a great suc-
cess. Our team helped paint, caulk and lay 
out three different homes in the Bailey 
Woods subdivision in Ashland. Look for 
more opportunities in the future. If inter-
ested in what a build day is all about, 
speak with anyone from our team: (front 
row) Ethan Gunn, Roger Schroeder, 
Laura Harris, Paula Barwick, Donna 
Shaw , (back row) Dean Gustafson, Pas-
tor Lou and Kevin Hendrickson. 

Plunge 
Continued from page 7 
  
 Volunteer- Feline Helper- Animal Con-

trol  Volunteer will visit with the cats 
and kittens to help socialize, care, com-
fort, pet, brush or simply provide some 
“lap time”. This may include cleaning of 
cages and feeding animals under su-
pervision of kennel staff. This is also at 
the Ashland Taylor Complex. 
 

 Volunteer- Special Event Aide- Animal 
Control  Volunteer will perform various 
duties at events sponsored by Animal 
Control, such as rabies clinics 
(completion of rabies certificates, sell-
ing of county dog licenses) and pet 
adoption stands (educating interested 
parties about animal for adoption). 
 

For more information on the animal con-
trol opportunities and for an application 
(must be 16 years of age or older):  
http://www.hanovercounty.gov/
Volunteer/County-Pound-Volunteer-
Opportunities/ 

Thanks for your support 
 
The numbers for all teams aren’t in, but 
our Relay for Life Team wants to thank 
all those who helped them help others 
with cancer. Messiah’s team raised over 
$1000! As of this time, that puts us in 
the top five teams for Mechanicsville’s 
event. We did a lot of good, but we also 
had a great time. Special thanks to those 
who provided the tasty food to share. 
Photos are posted on our website’s gal-
lery. 
 
This year was the 20th anniversary for 
Mechanicsville’s event. Over those 20 
years, Mechanicsville’s Relay for Life has 
raised over $2 million. We invite you to 
join our team next May. We're fighting for 

every birthday threatened by every can-
cer, in your community and everyone 
else's.  
 
To learn more about the American Cancer 
Society or the Relay visit  
http://www.relayforlife.org/  
 
You can see pictures of our team at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mlcas/
sets/72157644761827294/ 
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Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
8154 Atlee Rd 
Mechanicsville  VA  23111 

 

The DEADLINE for the 
 July, 2014 

 edition of The Messenger  is  
Sunday, June 22nd 

 Please call me with your  
written submission, place your written  

submission in the “Newsletter” mail slot  
OR email susiew51@comcast.net 

Our school year for preschool is over and 
our summer program is gearing up 
now.  Our preschool took their final school 
field trip at the end of May to the Virginia 
Marine Science Aquarium and fun was 
definitely had by all.  Our school year has 
been a successful one and we are so 
happy for that.  During the summer 
months there will be daily field trips.  We 
are on the go!  We continually thank you 
for your generous support.  We are start-
ing a new fundraiser to raise money for 
the installation of exit doors in our class-
rooms.  This will enable us to service the 

needs of the community at this 
time.  Please see our donation box that will 
be located in the Narthex on Sundays to 
make donations of spare change or if you 
would like to sponsor a door, please see 
me and I will get you the informa-
tion.  Thank you so much for your contin-
ued support of our school.  
 
Blessings, 
Stacy Slaughter, Director 

 Sunday, June 15th 


